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: 4A POLOGIES for ſelf evidtat Truths. 

” . can never have any effect on thoſe wo 
3 have ſo little Senſe as to deny them. 
4 They are the Foundation of all Reaſon- 


$ Ing, and the only juſt Bottom on which Men 
can proceed in convincing one another of the 
Truth: and by conſequence whoever is capable 
of denying them, is not in a condition to be in- 
form'd. Mere ignorant Men, or Men deftitute 
of thoſe Principles of Knowleag, may perhaps be 
capable of Information: Their Ignorance does 
not exclude them from aſſenting to a ſelf- evident 
A | Truth when they firſt hear it, nor from admit- 
ting any Conſequences deducible from it. But 
Men who deny what is ſelf-evident. are not on- 
ly deſtitute of the Principles of Knowleag, but muſt 
in virtue of ſuch their Denial have Principles i in- 
conſiſtent with the Principles of ' Knowleag, and 
A 2 conſiſtent 
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A DISCOURSE 
conſiſtent with the greateſt Abſurdities. And 
under that diſtemper d State of Mind, it re- 
mains only for them to take up with ſome diſ- 
order'd Fancies of their own ; or which is much 
more common, with the Dictates of artificial 


_ deſigning Men or crack-brain'd Enthuſiaſts : for 


as none elſe preſume to be Guides to others in 


Matters of Speculation, ſo none who think they 
ought to be 33 in thoſe Matters make choice 
U 


of any but ſuch for their Guides. And if they 
ever depart from the Sentiments they have once 
imbib'd, and from being obſtinate in one Set 
of. Opinions become obſtinate in another; their 
Change muſt ſtill Be founded on the ſame Motives, 
and their Opinions be as abſurd as at firſt, Far 
as Truth will never ſerve the Purpoſes of Knaves, 
ſo it will never ſuit the Underſtandings of 
Fools; and the latter will ever be as wel 
pleas'd in being deceiv'd, as the former in decei- 
ving. -It is therefore without the leaſt hopes 


of doing any good, but purely to comply with 
your Requeſt, that I ſend you this Apelogy for 


Free- Thinking; which, as it is one of thoſe Sub- 
jects too evident to be made plainer, and which 
ought to be admitted on the firſt Propoſal, ſo 
all that can be ſaid in its behalf muſt be built on 
Topicks leſs evident than the thing it ſelf. 


e 3 
| T HAT I may proceed orderly, 1 will begi 
with defining Term, | * a * 
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MAP - 1 4 Free- T hinking then I mean, The Vſe of the 
| Vnderſlanding, in endeavouring to find outet he Mean- 
1 ing 
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of FREE-THINKING 5 
ing of any Propoſition what ſoever, in conſidering the 
nature of the Evidence for or againſt it, and in judg- 
ing of it according to the ſeeming Force or Weakneſs of 
the Evidence. This Definition cannot, I con- 
ceive, be excepted againſt by the Enemies of 
Free- Thinking, as not including the Crime with 
which they charge Free- Thinkers, in order to 
render them odious to unthin ting People (for if 
there is any Crime in Free-Thinking, that Crime 
muſt be contain'd in a Definition which lays no 
manner of reſtraint upon Thinking) and they 
muſt allow, that if I vindicate Man's Right to 
think freely in the full extent of my Definition, I 
not only apologize for my ſelf, who profeſs to 
think freely: every Day de quolibet ente, but for all 
the Free-Thinkers who eyer were, or ever ſhall 


J O prove this Right to think freely, I argue, 


, — 
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If. IF the Knowledg of ſome Truths be re- 1 
quir'd of us by God: if the Knowledg of others 
be uſeful to Society; if the Knowledg of no 
Truth be forbidden us by God, or hurt fulꝰto us; ; 
then we have a right to know, or may lawfully 
know, any Truth whatſoever. . And if we have 
a rigbe to know any Truth whatſoever, we have 
a right to think freely, or (according to my Defi- 
nition to uſe our Underſtandings, in endeavouring to 
find out the Meaning of any Propaſit jon whatſoever, 
in conſideriug the nature of the Evidence for or 4õ. 

. | gainft it, and in judging of it according to the ſeemin 

zin ff Force or Weakneſs of the Evidence: becauſe there is 

Ino other away to diſfoyer the Truth. 1 - + 


the 24h. As in manual Arts we do only by fee 
1 Trial, Compariſon, and Experience of every 
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thing come to know what is beſt and perfeck in 
each Art; ſo in the Sciences, Perfection is only 
to be attain'd by Free. Thinking Wenns 
LET Painters be ſo far confin'd in their Art by 
the Religion of their Country, as to have it 
thought unlawful to paint any living Creature; 
it is evident the Art in that particular would be 
narrow'd and reſtrain'd, and we ſhould want ma- 
ny beautiful Pieces, for which Pagan and Chriſtian 
Divinity furniſn the Painter with Matter. And 
if any bold and free Painter ſhould tranſgreſs the 
'eſtabliſh'd Law of Painting, and venture upon 
painting either a God or Goddeſs, or any Paſſage 
of the Life of our Bleſſed Saviour ; nothing is more 
| plain than that the firſt Draught would be as 
Mort of the Perfection of our beſt Pictures, as the 
| Painter himſelf muſt be ſhort of our beſt Painters 
in Experience. Nay, let free Painting be allow'd 
f Perfection will never be reach'd in that Art, un 
leſs ſutable Encouragements be given to free Pain- 
\  *rers for what is excellent in its kind, to the end 
| there may be numbers of Men employ'd, who b 
| Emulation may ſtrive to exceed one another in 
their Performances. Thus the Italians,” by the 
-publick Encouragement given, excel us Britans i 
Painting (tho free Painting is allow'd in each 
Country) and we in all likelihood, for want of 
many Hands being employ'd and encourag'd 
| fall continue for ever in our barbarous State, wit 
reſpect to any tolerable degree of a juſt Taſte, or 
| Ability to perform in that rt. 
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IN like manner, let Men be reftrain'd fro! 
thinking on any Science or any part of a Science 
they muſt be ignorant ſo far +$the Reftraint goes 

And if a few Men take now and then a little 
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liberty, and break thro the eftabliſh'd Reſtraint, 


their Thoughts will never be ſo perfect as if all 
Men were allow'd and encourag'd to think of 
that matter : but their Progreſs in'thinking wall 
be only proportionate to that degree of Free- 
Thinking which prevails Thus before the Ręſto- 
ration of Learning, when Men were ſubject to 
the Impoſitions of Prieſts. a prodigious Ignorance 
prevail d. And when they began to think, thei 

firſt Notions were rude and imperfett, and Time 
and Pains were neceſſary to bring them to that 
degree of Juſtneſs, they are at preſent. It wag - 
by gradual Progreſs in Thinking, that Men got ſo 
much Knowledg in Aſtronomy, as to know; that 
the Earth was of an orbicular Figure, and that it 
moves about the Sun. It was by that means, 
that we are arriv'd at a Demonſtration: of the 
Exiſtence of: but one God, and at that ſtrict and 
philoſophical Notion of him, as a Being deftitute 
of all Parts and Paſſions. And thus it has been 
with reſpeck to all our other Diſcoveries. 


B ESI DES, we are not only ſo far ignorant 
in the Sciences, as we are under any reſtraint 
from thinking about them; but we muſt be igno- 
rant in thoſe Sciences whereof we pretend to think, 
if we refuſe to think of any Science whatſoever. 
For there is a * Relation, Harmony, Dependency, 
and Connection between all things, and the Know- 
ledg of one Science or Art can never be thorow ly 
obtain'd without the Knowledg of other Arts and 
Sciences. Nay, take any Book that is a Maſter piece 
in its kind, and you will find it has a relation to 


— 
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* Onmes Artes, quæ ad humunitatem pertinent, habent 
quoddam commune vinculum, & quaſi cognatione quadam in- 
ter ſe continentur. Cicero pro Archiã Poetd, . 
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A 4 DISCOURSE 
them all, and that a very general and extenſive 
Knowledg was neceſſary to its Compoſition. In 
the Hiad of Ho MER, there is not an Art or 
Science, or Branch of any Art or Science, but 


there are ſome parts which have relation to it, 


ahd which the nature of the Work requir'd ; and 
thoſe parts are as accurately and juſtly perform'd - 
as if each part had been done by one who was 
particularly vers'd in the Art or Science refer d to. 
As for inſtance, Ho u ER could never have de- 
ferib'd as he ought, nor in the manner he has 
done, a Chariot or a Chariot- Wheel, without the 
particular Knowledge of a Coachmaker: and 
ſuch Knowledge was abſolutely neceſſary to his 
Purpoſe, for if he had talk d of thoſe things with- 
out that accurate Knowledg, he had certainly 
fallen into thoſe Miſtakes, which Men ever do, 
when they venture to talk of what they da not 
underſtand; and if he had omitted ſuch Deſcrip- 
tions, his Poem which he deſign'd for Eternity 
to pleaſe and infirutt Mankind had been imperfect. 
It is this univerſal Knowledge of things diſplay'd 
in the Hliad, which makes it eſteem'd ſo perfect 
a Work, and is the Foundation of that known 
Commendation of Ho MER by the Criticks, That 
5 Principles of all Arts and Sciences are contain d in 
In. . Ts T8: 6 TEE] . 


3 UI to come to an Inſtance wherein we are 
more concern'd: The Bible contains a Collection 
of Tracts given us at divers times by God himſelf; 
and coniequently every thing therein mention'd is 
handled with the utmoſt degree of ExaCtnels : 
for it is impoſſible that God, when he condeſcends 
to teach Mankind by Writing or Books, ſhould 
write as ill or worſe than mortal Men, and att 
againſt the Rules of Art in writing, and expreſs 
01,2454 = 1 of 4 Error 
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Error and Falſhood inſtead of Juſtneſs and Pro- : 


portion · 


NOW there is not perhaps in the World fo 
miſcellaneous a Book, and which treats of ſuch 
Variety of things as the Bible does. There is a 
natural Hiſtory of the Creation of the whole 
Vniverſe, and of an univerſal Deluge of this 


Earth: and a Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of 


all Mankind from the Beginning of the World for 


above 2000 Vears, and of a particular Nation for 


above 800 Vears. There are contain'd in it the 
municipal Laws of a Country, the Inſtitution of 
two Religions (one whereof was to put an end 
to the other) ſeveral natural and miraculous Phe- 
nomena of Nature, Deſcriptions, of magnificent 


Buildings, References to Husbandry, Sailing, 


Phyſick, Pharmacy, Mathematicks, and every 
thing elſe that can be named. And indeed the 
Compaſs of ſuch a Hiſtory ſhews that no Art or 
Science can be untouch'd in it. To underſtand 


the Matter therefore of this Book, requires the 5 


moſt Thinking of all other Books; ſince to be 
maſter of the whole, a Man muſt be able to 


think juſtly in every Science and Art. Who 
can underſtand the Order and Perfection of the 


hiſtorical part, and the Completion of the Pro- 
phecies about our Bleſſed Saviour, without being 
a conſummate Maſter in ancient Hiſtory, and 
Chronology, and in the Laws of each of thoſe 
Arts? How many Years of the Life of the 
greateſt Chronologer of the World (the preſent 


Biſhop of Worceſter ( muſt have been ſpent only 


n adjuſting the eventy Weeksof DANIEL to the 
Times of the Mz $s 14 , when His Lordſhip's 
ork on that Sub ect has already been above ten 
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ears in the Prels? Who can frame an Idea of 
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A DISCOURSE + 
the Beauty and Magnificence of Soro0MoN's 
Temple, or of that Model delineated in EZRkIEL, 
without a perfect Knowledge in Mathematicks, 
and in particular of the Rules of Architecture? 
Who can have a juſt Notion of the Creation and 

Deluge, without the Knowledge of all Nature? 
How is it poſſible for any Man to enter into the 
Meaning - of the ſeveral Paſſages of Scripture, 
which ſeemingly exhibit to us an Idea of. God 
after a human manner, without the moſt refin'd 
Metaphyſicks, and the deepeſt thinking and phi- 
loſophizing on the Nature and Attributes of 
God? Nay, the Morality of the Holy Scripture 

is not to be preciſely and diſtinctly underſtood, 

i without an antecedent Knowing in Ethicks, or the 

f Law of Nature. Who can without a Knowledg 

i in that Law underſtand wherein conſiſt the Duties 

of loviny our Enemies, of not caring for the morrow, of 

not baving twoCyats,and all other Dutys expreſs'd in 
ſo univerſal a manner? The Paſſages themſelves 
not exhibiting the neceſſary Limitations and Re- 
ſtrictions which are imply'd, thoſe Reſtrictions and 

Limitations are only to be deduc'd from the Law 

of Nature. Nay, when the Duties enjoin'd are as 

univerſal as the Expreſſions, that Univerſality.is 
only to be known by conſidering whether the 

Law of Nature in thoſe caſes admits of any Limita- 

tion or no. So that no moral Duty whatſoever 

contain'd in Scripture can be preciſely and with 
certainty underſtood, without a Knowledg of the 

Law of Nature, | 25 
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UPON the whole therefore, Thinking upon 
all human Sciences being the only way of arriving \ 
at pertettion- in them : nay, being the only me- 
thod to make a Man underſtand the ſublimeſt of 

all Sciences, Theology, or the Will of God contain d 

in | 
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of FREE-TRHIN KING. 
in the Holy Scriptures + it muſt be at leaſt lawful, 
or a Man's right, to think freex. ; 


3dly. I F Men either neglet to think, or come 
once to be perſuaded they have no richt to think 
freely; they can not only obtain noPerfection in the 
Sciences, but muſt, if they will have any Opinions 
run into the groſſeſt Abſurdities imaginable both 
in Principle and Practice. What abſurd Noti- 
ons of a Deity have formerly prevail'd, not only 
among ' Pagans, but even among Chriſtians * who 
tho they did not with the Pagans ſuppoſe God to 
be like an Ox, or a Cat, or a Plant, yet ſome of 
the moſt ancient Fathers -of the Church no leſs 
abſurdly fuppos'd him to be material ; and many 


' Chriſtians in all Ages ſuppos'd him to have the 


ſhape of a Man, till Thinking about the Nature of 
God did eſtabliſh his Spirituality among Men of 
Senſe in every Country of Chriſtians. e 


WHAT abſurd Notions in Religion, contra- 
ry to the moſt obvious Notions of Senſe and 
Reaſon, overſpread the whole Chriſtian Church 
for many Ages? Infallibility in a ſingle Perſon, 
or in a Council, the Power of the Prieſt to damn 
and ſave, the Worſhip of Images, Pictures, 
Saints, and Relicks, and a thouſand other Ab- 
ſurdities, as groſs as ever prevail'd in any Pagan 
Nation, were Opinions almoſt univerſally re- 
ceiv'd and believ'd by Chriſtians, (and what 
is ſtill more wonde ful, even while they receiv'd 
a Book for Divine Revelation point-blank contrary 
to them all:) till the Thinkin, a few, ſome 
whereof ſacrific d their Lives by ſo doing, gave 
a new Turn to the Chriſtian World, and pro- 
duc'd a prodigious Change, by eſtabliſhing contra- 
ry Notions m ſome Countries, and by wie 
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thoſe. W pretended to retain the old ones, to 


vary a little out of pure ſhame in the Explication 


wr their Phraſes and Expreſſions. 


| L ASTLY, What Abſurdities 1 in 
Morality, Aftronomy, Natural Philoſophy, and 
every other Science? Self-defence in any caſe 
whatſoever was by the Primitive Fathers held 
unlawful : Second Marriges were efteem'd by 
them a kind of Adultery : Uſury was ſuppos'd to 
be forbid by the Law of God. To maintain 
there were Antipodes, was Hereſy: And Galileus 
even in the laſt Age, was impriſon'd for aſſerting 
the Motion of the Earth. In ſhort, for a Picture 
of ancient Abſurdities, a Man need but examine 
any one now-a-days who has never thoug ht freely 
of things, and he will ever find him unable to 


advance one word of Truth in any Matter of 


Science whatſoever, no not even in his Notions 
of God and Religion, tho he hears the moſt per- 
fe Diſcourſes every week to ſet him right, * 
reads his Bible at home. For Men are incapable 
of Infor marion either from Diſcourſe or Reading, 
unlels they. have accuſtom'd themſelves to Think- 
ing, and, by that Habit are qualify d to think of 
the Subject whereon they hear or read a Diſ- 
courſe. To be inform'd confifty 1 in being-made to 
thirk juſtly, and truly of things: But how ſhould 
Men think juſtly, who do not think freely ? 
How indeed -can Men think at all for any thing 
of which they do not think freely ? For what is a 
Reſtraint of Free-Thinking or any Subject, but 
ſomewhat which * me from thinking on 
that Subject? . 


BUT to give you the perfeCteſt Image lam 
able, who unavoidable Abſurdities are both in 
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Principle and Practice, if Thinking is reſtraimd; 
I wilt put the Caſe of Free Seeing, and ſuppoſe the 
ſame methods made uſe of to prevent Free- Seeing 
which are to prevent Free- Thinking, Suppoſe, \ 
then, That certain Men having a fancy in their 
heads, that it is abſolutely neceſſary either to the 
Peace of Society or ſome other great purpoſe, that 
all Men ſhou'd have the ſame Belief with rela- 


tion to certain Objetts of the Eyes; and in order to 


obtain that end, will make all Men under their 
power ſubſcribe the ſame Confeſſion of Eye-ſipht 
Faith. Now ſuch a fancy as this can hardly come 
into any Mens heads, but either of thoſe who are 
ſome way or other very remarkable tor that kind 
of * Madneſs which Common People will be apt 
to miſtake for Divine IMumination, or elle of cun- 
ning projecting Fellows who have a deſign upon 
Mens pockets. For I think Men of real Senſe, 
and that have no intereſted Deſigns, will either 
judg all Miſtakes of that nature to be pals'd over 


and forgiven, - ſince no Man can be willingly 


guilty of them; or if they ſhould happen to 
think ſuch Miſtakes to be of very bad conſe- 
quence;' and to be unpardonable, yet they will 
judg that the beſt way to make Men ſee truly, 
is to make them ſee freely; and that it is more 
reaſonable to let all Men truſt to their own Eyes 
(who have the greateſt Intereſt in not deceiving 
themſelves) than to 'oblige them to take up with 
in Eye-ſight Faith, upon the Authority of others 
ho have nothing elſe at beſt but their Eye- ſight 
o direct them, and who may as well be miſta- 
ken as any body ele thro Weakneſs of Eves, and 
eſides may have a deſign to deceive Mankind. 
ſay therefore, that whoever is capable of ſuch 


lam E ridiculous Project, mult be either à weak or de 
h in is ning Man. And let him be which you pleale, 
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he will of courſe make an abſurd Confeſſion of 
Eye-ſight Faith. The former, for want of a ful 
and impartial Examination, will. take up with 


the firſt falſe Senſations of things; and the latter 


will more certainly do ſo, to make himſelf the 
more neceſſary in explaining, defending, paraphraſ- 
ing. note-making, and commenting upon Eyes and 
Eye ſight Faith. So that I will ſuppoſe among 
the various and contradictory Forms of Confeſſion, 
which Men of different Whims, or of different 
Intereſt and Defigns, will make at different times, 
One, to conſiſt of theſe following Articles. 


* That 4 Ball can go thro a Table: $7 
That two Balls my be made out of one little one: 
phat a Stone can be made to vaniſh out of ſight : 
That a Knot can be undone with Werds : cr 
That a Thred may be burnt to pieces, and mad 
whole with the Aſhes: 1 
That one Face may be a hundred or a thouſand : 


And laſtly, That 4 Counter may be turn'd into 4 


Gr oat o 


THESE Propofitions being drawn up. in 
form, as the Standard of Eye-ſight Faith, it will 
be abſolutely neceſſary either that Men ſhould be 
oblig'd to ſubſcribe to their Truth, or that none 


be allow'd publickly to contradict them, or at 
leaſt that ſome Encouragement be given to thoſe 
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who profeſs to believe and teach them; for o- 


therwiſe no End would be ſerv'd by drawing || 


them up, and Men would be as much at liberty 
to uſe their Eyes as they were before. b 
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NOR is it to be imagin'd, That the zealous 
Advocates for them will content themſelves with 
the mere Impoſition of thoſe Abſurdities. They 
will introduce ſeveral other new Abſurdities by 
the various Comments and Turns which fo many 


Abſurdities in Eye- ſight will oblige them to make. 


The ſeveral Propoſitions will be ſaid by them to 
be above, but not contrary to Eye- ſight. Inſtances 
will be given of ten thouſand Miſtakes in uſing 
our Eyes. It will be efteem'd dangerous truſting 


to carnal Eye-ſight, and be ſaid that we ought to 
rely on the Authority of thoſe Men who have 


4 Penſions and Salaries on purpoſe to ſtudy thoſe 


p 


things, and would not deſerve what they re- 


ceive, ſhould Men uſe their own Eye-ſight. And 


as for thoſe few Men who ſhould dare to uſe 


their own Eyes, no Puniſhments would be too 


bad for them; and the leaſt Evil they could ex- 
pett, would be to be render'd odious to the Mul- 
titude under the reproachful Ideas of Scepticks, 
Latitudinarians, Free- Seers, Opiniators, Men ty'd 
by no Authority and who lay all things in com- 


mon, how univerſally ſoever receiv'd ; to be re- 


preſented ſometimes as Madmen, at other times 
as ſubtle cunning. Fellows who-atted by Conſe- 
deracy, and had ſecret underhand Penſions from 
the Lord knows who, and who were aſſiſted by 
the Devil. | | 4. | 


- ALL this may perhaps at firſt view be look'd 

on as impoſſible; 1 will therefore juſtify the 
;Repreſentation 1 have made, from Matters of Fact 
prattis'd both among Pagans and Chriſtians. 


TO begin firſt with the Pagans :; The whole 
Affair of Oracles among them was nothing elle * 
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the ſame effect. 1 
Caverns and Machines, like a Play-houſe for the 
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the Artifice of Prieits to impoſe on the Senſes of 


the Pe ple. The Oracul a- Templ ef gr: Char chiet fore 


built in mountainous Countries, where of courſe 
there were abundance of Caverns and Holes, and 
where Ecchoes, Noiſes and diſmal Proſpetts ſtruck 
thoſe who viſired them with a ſuperftitious Awe. 
The Temples themlelves were contriv'd to produce 
They were full of ſubterraneous. 


Prieſts to act their Parts in theni. The Pagans 
likewiſe had Speaking Oaks, Nodding, Sweating, 
Weeping, Bleeding, and Speaking Statues. But one 
of the commoneſt Miracles among them,and which 
was univerſally believ'd among ordinary People, 
was, That the Gods themſelves came down front 
Heaven, and eat of the Repaſts which the Prieſts 


prepar'd for them at the expence of the People. 


To preſerve a right Belief in all theſe matters 
among the People, the Prieſts kept all *Unbelie- 
vers as much as poſſible from coming within any 
diſtance of them when they began their Show. 
All Epicureans were declar'd incapable of being 
-Initiated into any of the Pagan Myſteries of Re- 

ligion; and both Epicureans /and Chriſtians were 
religiouſly chas'd away, before ever the Prieſts 

would pronounce any Oracles, or begin any o 
their Tricks. And when the Chriſtians grew ſo 
numerous that they were able to ſtand thei 
ground, and refus'd to retire at the Word of Com 
mand ; the Priefts declar'd there were ſo man 
impious Perſons preſent, that the God would not 
vouchſafe to ſpeak, and that they could do 
- Miracles becauſe of their Infidelity, no more than 
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if the “ Pawawers in America could in the preſence 


of the old Clothes of ſome Chriſtian Sailors. Not 
ſe only the unbelieving Chriſtians and Epicureans were 
14 excluded from Free-Seeing, but the Pagan Believers 


K | were allow'd to ſee no further than their Faith 


qualify'd them to do with Tafety. They were not 
* ſuffer d to examine the Inſides of Temples or Sta- 
tues, nor the Evidence the Prieſts gave of the 


he Gods coming down from Heaven to eat upon 
1. Earth. No, about all theſe matters the People 
T4 were to have a Faith, which Free- Seeing would 
S7 


have deſtroy'd ; and that would have render'd 
+ | the Prieſts as contemptible, as DANIBT did the 
C'TY Prieſts of BELL, or as the Chriſtians did the Ora- 


le, cular Prieſts, when the Craft of Oratles was laid 
= open before the whole World: 

le. THIS fort of Eye-ſight Faith is kept up d- 
: mong ſome Chriſtians as well as Pagans. | There 


is 4 ce 4" among the Greeks and Armenians; 
that every Baſter-Eve there is a miraculous Flame de- 
ſcends from Heaven into the Holy Sepulther of our 
Bleſſed Saviour (whith the Latins expoſe as a ſhameful 
Impoſture, perhaps out of envy that others ſhould be 
maſters of 5 gainful a buſmeſs.) And they further 
believe, That the Holy Ghoſt himſelf in the ſhape of 
A Dove flies about the top of the Cupola of the Church 
Juſt over the holy Sepulcher. But the Reception of 
the holy Flame is truſted to two Prieſts, one a 
Greek, and the other an Armenian, who go into 
the holy Sepulcher, ſhut the door, and ſuffer no 
body to ſee freely what they do, and then come 
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the Artifice of Prieits to impoſe on the Senſes of 
the Pe ple. The Oracula- Temples or Churches were 
built in mountainous Countries, where of courſe 
there were abundance of Caverns and Holes, and 
where Ecchoes, Noiſes and diſmal Proſpetts ſtruck 
thoſe who viſited them with a ſuperſtitious Awe. 
The Temples themielves were contriv'd to produce 


the ſame effect. They were full of ſubterraneous. 


Caverns and Machines, like a Play-houſe for the 
Prieſts to act their Parts in theni. The Pagans 


likewiſe had Speaking Oaks, Nodding, Sweating, 


Weeying, Bleeding, and Speaking Statues. But one 
of the commoneſt Miracles among them, and which 
was univerſally believ'd among ordinary People, 
was, That the Gods themſelves came down front 
Heaven, and eat of the Repaſts which the Prieſts 
:Prepar'd for them at the expence of the People. 
To preſerve a right Belief in all theſe matters 
among the People, the Prieſts kept all *Unbelie- 
vers as much as poſſible from coming within any 
diſtance of them when they began their Show. 
All Epicureans were declar'd incapable of being 
initiated into any of the Pagan Myſteries of Re- 
ligion; and both Epicureans /and Chriſtians were 
religiouſſy chas'd away, before ever the Prieſts 
would pronounce any Oracles, or begin any of 
their Tricks. And when the Chriſtians grew ſo 
numerous that they were able to ſtand their 
ground, and refus'd to retire at the Word of Com- 
mand; the Prieſts declar'd there were ſo man 

impious Perſons preſent, that the God would not 


vouchſafe to ſpeak, and that they could do ms. 


Miracles becaule of their Infidelity, no more than 
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of the old Clothes of ſome Chriſtian Sailors. Not 
only the unbelieving Chriſtians and Epicureans were 
excluded from Fr ee-Seeing, but the Pagan Believers 


were. allow'd to ſee no further than their Faith 


qualify'd them to do with ſafety. They were not 
ſuffer d to examine the Inſides of Temples or Sta- 
tues, nor the Evidence the Prieſts gave of the 
Gods coming down from Heaven to eat upon 
Earth. No, about all theſe matters the People 
were to have a Faith, which Free- Seeing would 
have deftroy'd ; and that would have render'd 
the Prieſts as contemptible, as DANIEL did the 
Prieſts of BELL, or as the Chriſtians did the Ora- 
cular Prieſts, when the Craft of Oratles was laid 
open before the whole World: 


THIS fort of Eye-ſight Faith is kept up a- 
mong ſome Chriſtians as well as Pagans. - There 


is 4 „ among the Greeks aud Armenians, 


that every Eaſter- Eve there is a miraculous Flame de- 
ſcends from Heaven into the Holy Sepulcher of our 
Bleſſed Saviour (whith the Latins expoſe as a ſhameful 


Impoſture, 18 out of envy that others ſhould be 
0 


maſters of ſo gainful a buſineſs.) And they further 
believe, That the Holy Ghoſt himſelf in the ſhape of 
4 Dove flies about the top of the Cupola of the Church 
Juſt over the holy Sepulcher. But the Reception of 
the holy Flame is truſted to two Prieſts, one a 
Greek, and the other an Armenian, who go into 
the holy Sepulcher, ſhut the door, and ſuffer no 


body to ſee freely what they do, and then come 
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out with Torches lighted by the holy Flame. And 
no doubt the Affair of the Dove is truſted either 


toa Prieft, or ſome body on whom they can ſafely 
rely for the keeping of ſo valuable a Secret. Nor 


is it to be thought but both Prieſts and People are | 


ready to call any Man Atheiſt or Impious, who 


ſhould defire the liberty of going into the holy ' 
Sepulcher with the two Prieſts in order to ſee freely, 


or ſhould deſire to make any experiment on the 
Dove, to try whether it was the Holy Ghoſt or no. 
For the Zeal of the Prieſts muſt be in proportion 
to the Gain they make by this Trick, and of 
the People in proportion to the Benefit they ima- 
gine they ſhall receive {rom the holy Flame : for 


they think, I they can but have the happineſs to be 


bury'd in a Shroud ſmutted with this Celeſtial Fire, it 
will cert ainly ſecure them from the Flames of Hell. 


ANOTHER Miracle of the like nature with 
the preceding, is firmly believ'd by the * Greeks, 
but eſpecially by the Women. They carry annually 
in proceſſion three Pictures, one of St. GzorGe, 
another of the Virgin MARV, and another of ſome 
other Saint which ſtrike with Sticks, or belabour the 


Back and Shoulders of thoſe who carry them, more or 


leſs, according to the Sins of their Bearers, This 
Trick Sir P.Ricavr himſelf ſaw, and he aſſures 
us, That the Belief of the Miracle has taken ſo deep 
root in the Minds of the Ignor ant, that it would be hard 
to undeceive them, without danger to the whole Fabrick 
of the Chriſtian Religion : for this Belief being equally 


fix'd with the Dottrines of Faith, the Confutation of 


this one would bring the others into queſtion. And 


— 
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* Ricaut's Preſent State of the Ottoman Empire, p. 148, 
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no doubt therefore, but theſe People muſt be as 
zealous againſt Free- Seers, (it any ſuch dared to 


deſire the Inſpection of the Pictures) as themſelves 
are ſhort · ſia hted and abſurd. | | 


THE preſent Roman Priefts are not behind 
1 hand with the old Heathen Prieſts, or with the pre- 
ſent Greek and Armenian in their Impoſit ions on the 
Peoples Eye-ſht (relying firmly on a Maxim 
of one of their own Poets * That he only ſees the 
1 | things of Heaven, who ſhuts his Eyes and believes) 
and are infinitely ſuperiour to any Set of Prieſts 
that ever exiſted, in their Zeal againſt Free-Seers. - 
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SHOULD any one deſire to inſpect the an- 
nual Miracles of the Lique fact ion of St. Jaxnuartus's 
Blood at Naples, or any of their numerous Sweat- 
ing, Bleeding, Nodding, and Weeping Statues ;, or 
to examine ſtrictly theſe Men upon whom the dai- 
ly Trick of caſting out Devils is perform'd ; or to 
ſee the famous + Candle of Arras, which the Vir- 
gin MARX deliver'd to the Biſhop ef that place be- 
fore a great Aſſembly of the People in the Church a- 
bove 600 Years ago, and which has burnt ever 
ſince without waſting ;, nothing ſhort of Death 
would be the conſequence of ſuch a Demand: tho 
the Author of the Relation of the laſt Miracle 
invites Proteſtants to come to Arras to ſee the 
truth of it, in order to their Conviction. Nay, 
ſo numerous are the Impoſitions on the Eye-ſight, 
and ſo ſtrick a care is taken to prevent Men from 
uſing their Eyes, that there is not an inquiſitive 
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Chi ſerra gli occhi, e crede. | 
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Perſon, or a Man who deſires to ſee freely to be 
met with in a whole Country. The Popiſh Laity 
will not bear ſo great an Approach to Infidelity 
as the Suſpicion of a Trick, and the Popiſh Prieſts 
have good reaſon not to ſuffer the beginning of 
any Examination. And I muſt needs ſay, how 
much ſoever I contend for Free- Seeing, I cannot 
but.commend the Conſiſtency of the Popiſh Policy, 
and prefer it to the Policy of certain half witted 


' Politicians, who draw People in with a pretence 


of fair Play, by telling them they ſhall and ought 
to ſee freely; whereas if they do not ſee with 
the Eyes of their Guides, but deſire to fee with 
their own, they then uſe them, not indeed ſo ill 
as the Papiſts, but as ill as they can; that is, as ill 
as that degree of Ignorance and Stupidity which 
prevails will allow them to do. 0 


LASTLY, The Popiſh- and Lutheran Prieſts 
are guilty of an Impoſition on the Eye-ſight beyond 
all the Inſtance already mention'd. The firſt pre- 
tend, that the Bread and Wine in the Lord's Sup- 
per do by their Conſecration become the very 


Body and Blood of Chrift, and face Men down in 


it, contrary to the Teſtimony of their Senſes: and 
the latter, no lefs contrary to the Teſtimony of 


Men's Senſes, make their Followers believe, that 


the Body and Blood of- Chriſt are ſuperadded to 


the Bread and Wine, Which is a Piece of _ 
en 


dence equal to that of a Man's Wife, who, w 
her Husband caught her in bed with a Prieſt, told 
him, It was nothing but a Deception of the Devil to 


abuſe a Man of God, and that ſhe hoped he would 


believe his own dear Wife before his Eyes. 


_ THUS the Reader ſees the monſtrous Abſurdi- 
ties which do in fact and muſt neceſſarily ariſe 
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from the Methods employ'd to reſtrain Men in 
the Uſe of their Faculties. But if it be poſſible, 


the Abſurdities which relate to the Faculties of 


the Mind muſt be greater and more numerous than 
thoſe which relate to the Senſes; becauſe Men 
do uſe their Senſes more than thgir Underſtanding 
and by conſequence have clearer Ideas of the Ob- 
jects of Senſe than of the Objects of the Under- 
ſtandings | 


Atthly. ANY Reftraint whatſoever from Rea- 
ſon on Thinking, is abſurd in it ſelf. No juſt Re- 
ſtraint can be put to my Thinking, but ſome 
Thought, ſome Propoſition, or Argument, which 
ſhews me that it is not lawful for me to think on 


the Subject | propoſe to do. As for inſtance, I pro- 


poſe to conſider, Whether the. Chriſtian Religion is 
founded on Divine Revelation; but am told, or ſuggeſt 
to my ſelf, the great Danger and Sinfulneſs of 
thinking, on that Subject, for fear I ſhould be 


-caught by the ſophiſtical Arguments of Infidels,and 


ſo be eternally damn'd for my Unbelief: whereas 
Jam in the way of Salvation, and in no danger in 
my unexamining ſtate; and therefore it is ſinful 
in me to run any hazard, by thinking on that 
matter. 5 


I T is evident this reſtraining Argument muſt 
be thought freely on or examin'd ; for if I do not 
examine it, | cannot know that I ought to be re- 


ſtrain'd by it, but may proceed in my propos d 
Enquiry. | 


NOW let this reſtraining Argument be exa- 
min'd, and it will be found to have no manner of 
weight in it to reſtrain me. For what can be 
more abſurd ? I have no way of knowing Truth 
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| from FaHhood, or whether I am in a ſafe or dan- 
| gerous ſtate, but by uſing the Underſtanding and 
Reaſon God has given me; and yet I muſt with- 
out any reaſon at all ſuppoſe my {elf in a right 
and ſafe way. Nay, I am deter'd from taking the 
beſt method of preventing dangerous Miſtakes: for 
fear of falling into dangerous Miſtakes ; which 
is as if I ſhould be deter'd from uſing my Eyes, for 
fear I ſhould miſtake in uſing them; and I ſhould 
walk a broad with my Eyes ſhut, becauſe of the 
poſſibility of falling if I would walk abroad with | 
my Eyes open. So that this reſtraining Argu- 
ment 1s manifeſtly abſurd, which pretends to di- 
vert me a moment from the Proſecution of my 
Enquiry- 
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F I CANNOT pretend to aſſign, and anſwer all 
. the reſtraining Arguments which bigotted or inte- 
F reftedMen make uſe of at different times and on dif- 
[| "ferent occaſions, in order to ſtop the progreſs of 
1 Mens Minds in thinking on this Queſtion, and others 
ll | ofthe like nature. It is enough to aſſign and anſwer 
the moſt plauſible one, as well as that which is 
1 moſt frequently urg'd ; and to affirm here, That 
1 the moſt zealous of the Unthinking, or Half-think- 
1 ing, or Enemies of Free- Thinking, are not able to 
| | aſſign any Argument which ought to lay a reſtraint 
4 | in this or any other Queſtion whatſoever : for 
Wl. | whoever affirms that I ought to be reſtrain'd from 
1 thinking, is in virtue of that Affirmation oblig'd 
| to aſſign ſome Argument or other which ought to 
1 lay a reſtraint upon me. 
| 


5thly. I MUST not omit one great Benefit 
of Free- Thinking, of which all paſt Ages as well as 
the preſent may convince us. Free- Thinking is 
„ a pon experience the only proper means to — 
| | 5 the 


of FREE THINKING. 
the Devil's Kingdom among Men; whoſe Domi- 


nion and Power are ever more or leſs extenſive, as 


Free-Thinking'is diſcourag'd or allow'd : and all 
other means employ'd againſt him, ſuch as the 
caſting him out miraculouſly, multiplying Prieſts,and 
enlarging their Power, and uſing the temporal 
Sword, have often increas'd but never wholly de- 
ſtroy'd his Power. | | 


THUS the Devil is intirely baniſh'd the Uni- 
ted Provinces, where Free- Thinking is in the great- 
eſt perfection; whereas all round about that Com- 
monwealth, he appears in various ſhapes : ſome- 
times in his own, ſometimes in the ſhape of an 
old black Gentleman, ſometimes in the thape of 
a dead Man, and ſometimes in that of a -Þ Cat. 
He obſeſſes ſome, poſſeſſes others, and enters in- 


to Confederacy with others. As for inſtance, he 


has had from the remoteſt Antiquity a great Sway 


in England; firſt, while we were in Heathen Dark- 


meſs, and afterwards a greater during the thicker 
Darkneſs of Popery. Nor did the Reformation do 
much towards leſſening his Power; for great 
Complaints have been made of the Growth of 
Witchcraft, and the mighty Power of the Devil a- 
mong us from thoſe moſt primitive Times of our 
Holy Church, vix about 150 Years ago. 


* BISHOP [xzwer, in a ermon before Queen 


ELI ZA EE TR, told her Majeſty of the marvellous 


Increaſe of Witches and Sorcerers within her Realm, and 
expreſs'd his fears left her Majeſty ber ſelf ſhould be 
bewitch'd by them. I pray God, ſays he, they never 
prattiſe further than upon the Subject. fs 


— 1 


F Vid, Hertford Trial. * Strype's Annals, 0 73 
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HIS Sacred Majeſty King Jaws the Firſt (who 
was told to his face by the“ Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, that his Majeſty fpeak by the 775 5 Aſſi- 

| | 'd his Royal 
Pen always on Subject worthy of a Prince, viz. A 
Paraphraſe on the Revelation, A Counterblaſt to Tobac- 
co-taking, and Þ Love- Letters to the Duke of Buck- 
ingham) tells us, || That the fearful abounding at this 
time in this Country of theſe deteſtable Slaves of the 
Devil the Witches and Enchanters, mov'd him to diſ- 
patch in poſt his Treatiſe of Demonclogy. 


IN the Reign of King Cnaxres the Firſt, it 
ought likewiſe to be ſuppos'd that many People of 
theChurch were obſeſs d and poſſeſs'd by the Devil; 
ſince among the * Articles of Enquiry at aViſnation of 
the Dioceſs of London by Biſhop ju xo then Lord 
Treaſurer of England, one is, Whether any Miniſter 


without licence, upon any pretence whatſoever, either 


of Obſeſſion or Poſſeſſion, caſt out any Devil or Devils. 


IN ſhort, great numbers of Witches have been 
almoſt annually executed in England from the re- 
moteſt Antiquity to the late Revolution; when 
upon the Liberty given and taken fo think freely, 
the Devil's Power viſibly declin'd, and England hs 


well as the United Provinces ceas'd to be any Part 
of his Chriſtian Territories. | | 


LET the Prieſts give ſuch an Inſtance of their 


Succeſs againſt the Devil any where. 


1 


Hampton Court Conference, p. 96. 


* 


+ Hiſt. of Eng'. vol. 2. in the Life of King James I. 


- BUT 
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BUT fince the Time of Dr. S AcHEVEREL, when 5 
the Clamours againſt Free-Thinking began to be 


loudeſt, the Devil has apain reſum'd his Empire, 
and appears in the ſhape of Cats, and enters into 
confederacy with old Women; and ſeveral have 
been try'd, and many are accus'd, thro all parts 
of the Kingdom for being Witches. And he ſeems 
at preſent to have ſo great a Party among us, and 
ſo many Mini ſters ordain'd to his Service, and to 
have render'd Free-Thinking ſo odious; that no- 
thing but the ſecond Coming of our Bleſſed Saviour 


. - 


which is ſoon expected by ſeveral of our Reveren 
Divines, who are well skill'd in the Prophets and Re- 


velation, gives me any hopes of a Change for the 
better. 


PERHAPS it will be ſaid, That the Stories of 


' the Devil's Power were founded on the Lyes of ſome 
and the Credulity of others, and that the Execution o 
Witches have been ſo many Murders : And therefore 
that there is no pretence to talk of Conqueſt over the 
Devil ſince the Revolution, and nothing to be boaſted of 
by Free-Thinkers. The People were only come 4 little 
more to their ſenſes, and by conſequence their Tutors 
were a little fearful of endeavouring to impoſe on them. 


BUT this Objection can be made by very few. 
Firſt, All the ignorant People believe all Stories 
of this kind to be true. Secondly, It is not likely 
that they who have ſo great an Intereſt in main- 
_ taining the Power of the Devil, and have been the 
principal Promoters of all Proſecutions againſt 
Witches, and have branded all Men with Atheiſm 
who did not agree with them in the Extent of the 
Power they attributed to the Devil, or refus'd to 
join with them in the promoting Proſecutions a- 
gainſt Witches, ſhould except of this Apology. 
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I O thoſe few therefore who make this Obje- b 
ion, I reply, That it is an equal Glory to Free- t 
Thinkers to wreſt out of the Prieits hands the Pow- * 
er of taking away ſo many innocent Peoples Lives 1 
and Reputations, which the general Belief of the t 
great Power of the Devil and of the Exiſtence of ; 
Witches gave them an opportunity to do, as to | 
drive away the Devil himſelf. And the good con- | 
ſequence of Free-Thinking to Society, 1s plainly 
equal upon this laſt, as upon the former Suppo- 


— — —„— 


een, 


HE Subjects of which Men are deny'd the 
Right to think by the Enemies of Free - Thinł- 
ing, are of all others thoſe of which Men have not 
only 4 Right to think, but of which they are oblig'd 
in duty to think ; viz. ſuch as of the Nature and 
Attributes of the Eternal Being or God, of the Truth 
and Authority of Books eſteem'd Sacred, and of the 
Senſe and Meaning of thoſe Books; or, in one word 
of - Religious Queſtions. * 


If. A RIGHT Opinion in theſe matters is 
ſuppos'd by the Enemies of Free-Thinking to be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to Mens Salvation, and ſome - 
Errors or Miſtakes about them are ſuppos'd to be 
damnable. Now where a right Opinion is ſo neceſ- 
fary, there Men have the greateſt Concern imagi- 
nable to think tor themſelves, as the beſt means to 
take up with the right ſide oi the Queſtion. For if 
they will not think for themſelves, it remains on- 


ly 
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only for them to take the Opinions they have im- 


bib'd from their Grandmothers, Mothers, or Prieſts, 


to owe to ſuch like Accident, for granted. But 
taking that method, they can only be in the right 


by chance; whereas by Thinking and Examina- 
tion, they have not only the mere accident of be- 
ing in the right, but have the Evidence of things 
to determine them to the ſide of Truth, unleſs 
it be ſuppos'd that Men are ſuch abſurd Animals, 
that the moſt unreaſonable Opinion is as likely to 


be admitted for true as the moſt reaſonable; when 


it is judg'd of by the Reaſon and Underſtanding 


of Men. In that caſe indeed it will follow, That. 


Men can be under no Obligation to think of theſe 
matters. But then it will likewiſe follow, That 
they can be under no Obligation to concern them- 
ſelves about Truth and Falſhood in any Opinions. 
For if Men are ſo abſurd, as not to be able to diſ- 
tinguiſh between Truth and Falſhood, Evidence 


and no Evidence, what pretence is there for Mens 


having any Opinions at all ? Which yet none judg 
ſo neceſſary as the Enemies of Free- Thinking. 


2aly. IF the ſureſt and beſt means of arriving 


at Truth lies in Free-Thinking, then the whole 
Duty of Man with reſpect to Opinions lies only in 
Free-Thinking. Becauſe he who thinks freely does 
his beſt towards being in the right, and conſe- 
quently does all that God, who can require nd- 
thing more of any Man than that he ſhould do his 
beſt, can require of him. And ſhould he prove 
miſtaken in any Opinions, he muſt be as accep- 
table to God as if he receiv'd none but right Opi- 
nions. This is admirably expreſs'd by that true 


Chriſtian and Proteſtant (and by conſequence 


great Free-Thinker) Mr. CunLincwokTnH, who 
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ſays, * That if Men do their beſt endeavours to free 
themſelves from all Errors; and yet fail of it thro hu- 
man Weakneſs : ſo well is he perſuaded of the Goodneſs 
of God, that if in him alone ſhould meet a Confluence 
of all ſuch Errors of all the Proteſtants in the World 
that were thus qualify'd, he ſhould not ve ſo much afraid 
of them all, as he ſhould be to ask pardon for them. 
For to ask pardon for ſuch Errors, is tacitly to 
imply that God is angry with us for them; and 
that were to impute to him the ſtrange Tyranny of re- 
quiring Brick where he gives no Straw ;, of expecting to 
gather where he ſtrewed not; to reap where he ſowed 
not; of being offended with us for not doing what he 
knows we cannot do. | 


ON theother fide, the whole Crime of Man, 


with reſpect to Opinions, muſt lie in his not think- 
ing freely. He who is in the right by accident 
only, and does but ſuppoſe himſelf to be ſo with- 


cout any Thinking, is really in a dangerous ſtate, as 


having taken no pains and uſed no endeavours to- 
wards being in the right, and conſequently as hav- 
ing no Merit; nay, as being on the ſame foot 
with the moſt ſtupid Papiſt and Heathen, For 
when once Men refuſe or neglect to think, and 
take up their Opinions upon truſt, they do in 
effect declare they would have beenPapiſts or Hea- 
thens, had they had Popiſh or Heathen Prieſts for 
their Guides, or Popiſh or Heathen Grandmothers 
to have taught them their Catechiſms. 


3dly. SUPERSTITION is an Evil, which ei- 


ther by the means of Education, or the natural 
Weakneſs of Men, oppreſſes almoſt all Mankind. 


— 


Anſw. to Pref. of Charity maint. Sect. 26. 
| And 
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And how terrible an Evil it is, is well deſerib d 
by the ancient Philoſophers and Poets. Tollr 


ſays, * 1f you give way to Superſtition,” it will ever 


haunt and plague you. If you go to a Prophet, or regard 
Omens; if you Sacrifice or obſerve the Flight of Birds; 
if you conſult an Aſtrologer or Haruſpex; if it 
thunders or lightens, or any Place is conſumed 
with Lightening vr ſuch like Prodigy happens ( as 
it is neceſſary ſome ſuch often ſhould) all the Tranquil- 
lity of the Mind is deſtroy'd. And Sleep it ſelf, which 


ſeems to be an Aſylum and Refuge from all Trouble and 


Uneaſineſs, does by the aid of Superſtition increaſe your 
Troubles and Fears. © © Fe 


Hoxacs ranks Superſtivion with Vice; and as 


he makes the Happineſs of Man in. this Life to. 


conſiſt in the practice of Virtue and Freedom from 


Superſtition, ſo he makes the greateſt Miſery of 
this Life to conſiſt in being vicious and ſuperſti- 
tious. Tun are not covertous, ſays he, that's well: 
But are you as free from all other Fices? Are you free 
from Ambition, exceſſive Anger, and the Fear of 
Death? Are you ſo much above Superſtition, as to 
laugh at all Dreams, panick Fears, Miracles, Witches, 
Ghoſts, and Produgies ? | es 


2 0 4-43 3 te © 


—_— 


* Superſtitio enim inſtat & urget, & quocunque te verteris 
perſequitur: five. tu vatem, ſive tu omen audietis; frve im- 
molaris, ſive avem aſpexeris, ſive Chaldeæum; ſi haruſpicem 
videris ; ſi fulſerit, fi tonuerit, ſi tactum aliquid de cœlo erit, 
ſi oſtenti ſumile natum factumve quidpiam: quorum neceſle eſt 


plerumq; aliquid eveniat: ut nunquam quieti mente liceat con- 
ſiſtere. Perfugium videtur omnium laborum & follicitudinum 
eſſe ſomnus; at ex ipſo plurimæ naſcuntur curæ metuſque. De 


Divin. L , I 273K i ata 
Non es avarus: abi; quid; cætera jam ſimul ĩſto 
Cum vitio fugere ? Caret tibi pectus ina: 
Ambitione? . Caret mortis formid ine & ira; 
Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, ſagas 
Nocturnos lemures, protentaque Thetlala rides? THIS 


* 
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-THI'S was the State of Superſtition among 
the Ancients; but ſince Uncharitableneſs and 
damning to all eternity for Trifles, has (in oppo- 
ſition both to Reaſon and Revelation) come into 
the World, the Evil of Superſtition is much in- 
creas'd, and Men are now under greater Terrors 


and Uneaſineſs of Mind than they poflibly could 


be when they thought they hazarded leſs. 


NO W there is no juſt Remedy to this univer- 
fal Evil but Free-Thinking. By that alone can we 
underſtand the true Cauſes of things, and by con- 
ſequence the Unreaſonableneſs of all ſuperſtitious 
Fears. *: Happy is the Man, ſays the Divine 

1RGIL, who has diſcover d the Cauſes of Things, 
and is thereby cured of all kind of Fears, even 0 
Death it ſelj, and all the Noiſe and Din of Hell. 
For by Free-Thinking alone Men are capable of 
knowing, that a perfectly Good, Juſt, Wile and 
Powerful Being made and governs the World,; 
and from this Principle they know, that he can 


require nothing of Men in any Country or Condi 


tion of Life, but that whereof he has given them 
an opportunity of being convinc'd by Evidence 
and Reaſon in the Place where they are, and in 
that Condition of Life to which Birth or any 


other Chance has directed them: that an honeſt 


and rational Man can have no juſt reaſon to fear 
any thing from him: Nay, on the contrary, muſt 
have ſo great a Delight andsSatisfaction in believing 
ſuch a Being exiſts, that he can much better be 
ſuppoſed to fear left no ſuch Being ſhould exiſt 
than to fear any harm from him. And laſtly, That 
God being incapable of having any addition made 
* Felix qui-potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas, 
Atque metus omnes & inexorable Fatum 


Subjecit pedibus, ſtrepitumque Acherontis avari. 


either 


of FREE-T HINKING. 

| 1 22 / 
either to his Power or Happineſs,and wanting no- 
thing, can require nothing of Men for his own ſake, 
but only for Man's fake ; and conſequently, that 
all Actions and Speculations which are of no uſe: 
to Mankind, [as for inſtance, Singing or Dancing, 
or wearing of Habits, or Obſervation of Days, 
or eating or drinking, or ſlaughtering of Beaſts (in 
which things the greateſt part of the Heathen 
Worſhip conſiſted) or the Belief of Tranſubſtan- 
tiation or Conſubſtantiation, or of any Doctrines not 
taught by the Church of England] either ſignify 
nothing at all with God, or eſſe diſpleaſe him, but 
can never render a Man more acceptable to him. 


BV means of all this, a Man may poſſeſs Bis 


Soul in peace, as having an expectation of enjoying 
all the good things which God can beſtow, and 
no fear of any future Miſery or Evil from his 
Hands; and the very worſt of his State can only 
be, that he is pleaſantly deceiv © 
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WHERE As ſuperſtitious Men are incapa- 


ble of believing in a perfectly juſt and good God: 
They make him talk to all Mankind from corners, 
and conſequently require things of Men under 
the penalty of Miſery in the next World, ot which 
they are incapable of having any convincing Evi- 
dence that they are requir'd by him. They make 
him (who equally beholds all the Dwellers upon earth) 
to have favourite Nations and Feople, without any 
Conſideration of Merit. They make him put 
other Nations under Diſadvantages without any 
Demerit. And ſo they are mongygroperly to be 
ſtil'd Demoniſts than Theiſts. NGg@wonder there- 
fore if ſuch Men ſhould be ſo full of Fears of the 
Wrath of God, that they are ſometimes tempted 
(with the Vicious) to wiſh there was no God at 


all 
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all; a Thought ſo unnatural and abſurd, that 


even * Speculative Athei(ts would abhor it. Theſe 
Men have no quiet in their ownMinds; they Frove 


about in ſearch of ſaving Truth thro the dark 


Corners of the Earth, and are ſo fooliſh as to hope 
to find it (if I may ſo ſay) hid under the Sands of 
Africa, where Cato ſcorn'd to look for it : and 
neglecting what God ſpeaks plainly to the whole 
World, take up with what they ſuppoſe he has 
communicated to a few; and thereby believe and 
practiſe ſuch things, in which they can never have 
Satisfaction. For. ſuppoſe Men take up with a 
Religion which conſiſts in Dancing or Muſick, or 
ſuch like Ceremonies, or in uſeleſs, and unintel- 
ligible Speculations; how can they be aſſur'd they 
believe and perform as they ought? What Rule 


can ſuch Men have to know whether other Ce- 


remonies, and uſeleſs and unintelligible Specula- 


tions, may not be requir'd of them inſtead of thoſe 


they perform and believe ? And how canthey be 
ſure that they believe rightly any unintelligible 
Speculations ! Here is foundation laid for nothing 
but endleſs Scruples, Doubts, and Fears. Where- 
fore I conclude, that every one, out of regard to 
his own Tranquillity of Mind, which- muſt be 
diſturb'd as long as he has any Seeds of Super- 
ſition, is oblig'd to think freely on Matters of Re- 
ligion. | ; | 


4thly. T H E infinite number of Pretenders in 
all Ages to Revelations from Heaven, ſupported by 
Miracles, containing new Notions of the Deity, 


— — — 


— 


* Clark's Sermms at Boyle's Lecture, vol. 1. p. 6. 

+ Mr. Selden ſays, Men look after Religion, as the Butcher 
Aid after his Knife, when he had it in his Mouth, Table- 
Talk, p. 162, | 
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mitters'of Religion: For 6, can the Hier fon 
proput Ing the Goſpel ih ferbign Parts hope to havy 
any ettetF on Infidel Nagdofis, Piehl firit- acquains 
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1 1 5 1 hey ought then to ceaſe from Free- 


of England to think, freely on hat the, 1 


fleeh on what ſhall he pros d by the Miſfienary. 


A, DISCQURSE | 


ting 1 is their duty "ta think freel 
on the o'r ns of God and Religion, wh Weh dee ON 
bayg receiv; I fra their Anceſtors; or which are 
eftabliſh'd by, Law among them, and on aden | 
Notions of God and Religion brought to 9 5 | 
by the Miſſionaries, of the. Church af England; Can | 
ir be ſuppos d, that our Miſpongries would begin | \ 
ith telling em, that they ought not to thin 
cely of their own, or oux Religion; or that after 
they have by the means of Free Thinbing embracd 


This, were to proceed very ulconfi- » 
| Rently ; in (cn of Conxexſion, while no ner 
5 — but reaſon and Evidence were made uſe of 
to, convert. On the contrary, every Miſſiqnary, 


Wuſt as a firſt Principal inſiſt on the Duty of Free- 


king in order to be hearken d to by them, N ay, 
guld the Ning ef Siem (or any other A 

Pripce) in return for the Faydur of our Endeavours. 

to conyert him and his Kingdom to our Religion. 


deſire. to ſend us ſome of his Taapeins le thePriefts 


of Siam are calfd) to convert us to the Religion 


Law e ſt abliſu d in Siam; I cannot ſee but that our 


om for propagating the Goſpel,all the Contributors 


Well-wiſhers to it, muſt acknowledge. the f 
Ving Requeſt to be highly reaſonable, and per- 
teftly of a-piece with their. awn Defign.z, 15 Par- 
ticularly muſt. allow to, the King of Siam, t 50 

Ge 


is.as much the Dutyof the Members of the C 
1, pers, hall propoſe ta them, as it is the Duty: 
'of the Members: of the: Church, of Slam to think 


Priets of England * And therefore no doubt all 
they who fincerely defir'd-the Convictiomof the 
Siameſe, would give their Miſſionaries the ſame 
Encouragement here, which we expect for ours 
— . | in 
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In Stam. The” Inſtitution tHerefst6 of th e 
ſuppoſes Free · Tiintim in matters . Ne 
ig the Duty of all Men on the face of t 
And upon that account 1 ca e 
mend che Defesn- {Tv qndt fu TT 
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are; to be ſent into feleiz⸗ Parte Mus 4 

| Gofpet ! (a Service in which {teh Fe t 

"May muff rejoice,” fince preaching the Göfpel 

7 — Nations it nd doahe contain'd in 

| Commiſſion, © w Are ver e 25 , a Text 

mog Chriſt ans, by foe rah preaching. 
Goſpel may be) we might then hope to ſee blelfed 
Days, the Dottrhne and Diciptine” Fo the Church i 
: Englund triumph throug hout the World, aid Fa- 

| Hon ceaſe at home; as Js the meins of che other W 

out Arms AT Pon Bf and we ſecutely'take 

2 ne at t night, ayel by . unmolef * 
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f We to the Kingdom of 9 to habe A fe- 
les number atmually 1 taken 18 of their vaſt Bd iy | 
of Talapoins. 4 Sy 
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Schi. As chere ban be no webe Change of 
of Opinions Among Men, no quitting of any old 
Religion, no Reception of any new Religion, nor 
believing any Religion at all,but by means of Free- 
 Thirking ; fo the Holy Seri tures agreeable to 
Reaſon, and to the Deſign of our Bleſſed S2uiour 
of NaN his Religio eaindügbbut the 1 
C 2 ni- 
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think themſelvesc out of thoſe Notions of God an 
Religion, which, were everywhere efeblifh by Law, 


| and ceive an wn Gad andian unknown Religion 
.on the Evid * ; e, Apoſtles * firſt Meſſengerp, 


Fd ect to 5 them. And accordingly the 
85 es Yequiy 0 yothing to to. be ;receiv 'd'on, their 
horit) without. an antece dent Proof given 

A ority- St. Pau even in his ifiles, 
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; eee al) hig Readers fax ever. ] Judges of the 

e hg EET n5, Jas ale all Author 

to force ygur Aﬀent. by Arr 

Ent es Like wiſe went frequently 
tot 8 Syna a EN oa and bee, 4 with 
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Pd Chr to reaſon with the Court of Aldermen, 


Fregc her, and 1 ing: Men; 3 Of, Mr. Wmron into.the 
Lower Houſe of ongocat ion, 2 2 with them 


it js certain, that purſuant to the falſe Notions 


which now univerſally prevay, th age. woul; be 

treated as a Madmanand FavaFic and the other 

1 jſt urber of the 1 'rpceedings 70 the Holy Synad;; | 
which aſſames a right t to determins with out Kea-, 


fening 


} - ty all witten to Men who were already 
HANS, 2 0 5 e ee their Con 
aith, Wü deb to all che 
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mentator, the Reverend & Dr. 1d 
ſtands, 5 we Jh ſpöuld e 22 no Man G MS 


ter upon Earth, no Fathers, no Church, no Council. 


upoti'earth wer mies to Our: Bleſſed, Saviour, | 
and his Goſpel, "nt at der 8 givin the Privil age... 
720 wbility to nd 5 body ! beſt des h 106 Applieyy | 


And indeed N e * that FR Priefts 


of 10 be 
could not be or 5 1 „ rieſts We 
be 6 iſe; ll 
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29 chief Pets ders to be Guides to others in 
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4 DISCOURSE, 
Nature 204 Aterib tes of the Eternal Bein or God, 
8 on the "Authority. of Seri 225 and on the Senſe e ; 
Seriptures anda e * to prove this, I WI i 


give you an ee of N Parti of 
+ their -ondutt. \ 55 ie | cls Ken. 10 Sal 
IT; 1$ eee that the Ry throu 

$7 Univerſe” are endleſly d e in O 5 
about alt theſe Matters; and their variety of O- 
40. „ Pinibn is ſo'gredt, as not. poſi Ble to be collefted 
=: z nay, even thoſe kinds of Priefts, with 

ich we are. more nearly. concern'd, * differ 10 


| 4 A mi 5 one a4 nother on {ome of theſe HO, 


1 8 * : 
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f eile it wou impoflible' T Task 9 80 
„alltheir Di Fences. Twill herefore 15 of hes 
1 and ſp 5 Field ſelect ſuch under Sh o* 


Is s moſt proper e us. Engliſh ö 


% , . 
411 rt We N 0 1 I * % (NY [1] 34 * 


8. to the Ni” 0 "the 1 
MOM 2 afiriene t and modern Pagan 2 
and hav plane he "different. dens of 5 
2 or Folly" "CAN, invent 3 and 


2 divided” in their” Notions of a Deit 

all the antien Priefts an "Fath ers 155 were. 
moſt of them Priefts) of. e. Chriſtian urch 
. 'God eo be material 3 apa ſeveral; An- 


. die Pit hay been always, A 5 


t} $111 ov 110 
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+ Gus enim — * Tertwlliabs — ele ww 
ſpiritus eſt ? Spiritus enim corpus ſui generis in ſua effigie. Sed 
cet inviſibilia ill qug:ounq; ſunt in 8 d Deum et ſuum 

ebrpus et ſuam ford, perque xl yi 41 7 
magis quod ex ipſtus ſubſt: A ke d a 
exit? Cap. 74 dent ine} 55 — Foy hope the — 
may ſee that Spiritus and Inwiſihilis had not the ſame ſenſe a- 
mung the Fathers which they have” among the modern Divines 
and Pbileſopberes, but were e Words apply d to that kindof Matte 
8 5 ; C1EN 
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. of Fnuz-Tuinxing, - "36 
- |  Fient Obrifian Priefts of Egypt were 6 groſs, 1 3 


to conceive him to be in the ſhape gf M 
from thence were call'd e er bites. Mo 
of the modern Prieſts contend that God is imm. 
terial, but they differ in their Notion of um 
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teriality ; ſome by Immaterial Being underſtand- 
ing * extended Sal ace without Solidity; and + 0- 
thers by Immaterial Being underſtanding une xt end- 

ed Being. n e 
ien 
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IF any regard is to be had to the malicious, 
Books and Sayings of Prieſts one againſt another, 
ſeveral of them make the material Univerſe to be 

the Eternal Being or God, wherein conſiſts the Ef. 


when they us d Fords which now ſignify quite the contrary. 
| 2 - Ya Mech. re. | 


1 1 5 of the Meſliah,. Epil. Ded. 5. 17, i. 
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As the Chriſtian Prieſts differ about the Nature 
or Eſſence of God, ſo they are infinitely more di- 
vided in their Notions about his Attributes. 


©," THE, whole difference between the Armenians 
and  Calviniſts is founded on different Notions of 
the Attributes of God; and this Diſpute is FP 
up in moſt Chriſtian Churches on the face of the 
earth. lt is carry'd on in the Romiſh Church un- 
der che names of Janſeniſts and Jeſuits, Thomiſts 
And Moliniſts, &c. | It has been for near a Century 
laſt paſt debated among the Divines of our Church, 
and is at this day between the Reverend Dr. 
Warrsy and his Adverſaries. Indeed the Differ- 
ences among Prieſts in every Church about the 
Attributes of God, are as numerous as the Prieſts 


4 


v ho treat of the Divine Attributes; not one agree - 


ing with another in his Notions of them afl. 1 


will therefore cloſe this matter with one Inſtance 
of a moſt remarkable Difference. © 
MN 74 (3. 4 e e ö * 
© TT'is the Opinion of many Divines, That wher 
the Scriptures attribute Hands, and Eyes, and 
Feet, and Face to God, we are not to underſtand 
that God really has thoſe parts, but only that he 
has a Power to execute all thoſe Actions, to the ef- 
tecting of which thoſe. parts are neceſſary in us. 
And when the Scriptures attribute ſuch Paſſions 


to God, as Anger, Pleaſure, Love, Hatred, Re- 
- r 1 


* pentance, 


underſtoo 


of iFxmirlannxlNo. 
nce, Reyenge, and: the like; * 5 meaning 


18, that he will as. certainly I OS 
as if he was inflam'd wich the Paſſi, ant 


that he will infalbbly. Aa a "= e 


if he. had a. love for t Wen ; 32 
bee be d 0 60 | 


turn from their Wickedne 
ſations to them, as if he really, 3 — 


his Mind: So that theſe. ee be- 


long not to God in a proper and ju Nel e, but 


only improperly, or as the Schools ſpe \ analogs 


cally. But when the Scripture attrib — to God. 
an Underſtanding, Wiſdom, Will, . Goodneſs, 
Holineſs, 1 and Truth, theſe words. are.to be 


of Canterbury, throughout his. Works. maintains, 
this Syſtem of the Diety. I need only cite his 
words with reſpett to thoſe Attributes aft mens; 

tion'd ; his Notion, with . to Parts or Pac 


- "fionsin God bein ng ſufficiently known without any 


roof.. He ſays, It is fooliſh for any Man. to pretend 
tee Cannot * Fuſtice, 5 G oadneſe, and Truth 


in God are; for if we do not know this, it is all one 


to us whether God be good or not: nor could we ĩimi- 
tate bis Goodneſs.; for he that imit ates, endeavours to 


male himſelf like ee that he knows,. and muſt. of 


neceſſity haue ſome Idea of that to which he, aims to be 
like, So that if we had no certain and ſettled Notion of 
the Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Truth of God, he, would. 
be altogether an unintelligible Being; and Religion, 
which conſiſts in the Imitation. of him, would be utterly. 
loft... Thus that Religious and Free-Thinking... Prelate. 
But on the other fide, Dr. Ko the ordſine Arch- 

biſhop of Dublin tells us, 1 That the beſt Repreſen- 
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ſtrictly and properly, or in their com- 
mon Senſe. Dr. Tulorsom, the late Archbiſhop, | 
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tations wi ear make of God;are infinitely ſhort of Truth; 
That Wiſdom, Underſtanding, and Mercy, Foreknow- 
ledge Predeſtination, and Will, when aſcrib'd to God, 
are not to he taten praperly. Again, That Juſtice and 
Virtue (and by conſequence all tlie moral Attri- 
butes of God) are not to be under ſtood to ſignify the 


ſame thing when apply'd to God and Man; and that 


they art of fo different a nature from what they are in 
, and ſo ſuperiour to all that we can conceive, that 
there is no more likeneſs between them, than between 
our Hand and God's Power. But all cheſe Attributes, 
according to his Grace, are to be underſtood in the 
ſame manner, as when Men aſcribe Hands, and Eyes, 


anil Feet to God; or as when Men aſcribe Anger, Love, 
Hatred, Revenge, Repentance, changing Re ſolutions, 


and in the ſame improper Analogical Senſe. So that 


as his Grace of Canterbury would define God to 


be a 1 * without Parts and Paſſions, Holy, Wiſe, 
Fuſt, True 


and Good; his Grace of Dublin muſt on 


the contrary define God to be a Being not only 


wit hout Parts and Paſſions, but without Underſtanding, 
Wiſdom, Willy Merch, Holineſs,\Goodneſs, or Truth. 


2dly. THE Priefts throughout the World 


differ about Scriptures, and the Authority of Scrip- 
tures.” The * Bramins have a Book of Scripture 


calld the Shafters. The Perſees have their Zun- 
davaſtaw. The Bonzes -of China have Books writ- 
ten by the Diſciples of Fo-1z, whom they call the 


| God and Saviour of the World, who was born to 


reach the way of Salvation, and to give ſatisfattion, 
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* L.ora's Rælig ion of th2 Banians and Feriees. | 
F Nayarrette's T/oyazes, p. 86. 1 ; | 
Salvator Generies Humani. Conf. Sin. Phil. Proem. 
Dif. p. 28. 


Le Dieu Fo-he a ett le Sauyeur du monde. Il eſt ne pour 


enſeigner le voye du Salut, & pour expier pour tous les Pechez 
be compte, vol. 2. p. 132. | 
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17 Free. 43 
fer all Mens Sins. The J. 7 of Siam have "I 
Book of Scripture written by ++ + $oMmoNocopiNg 
who, the Sameſe ſay, was * born of 4 Virgin, an 
was the God expected by the Univerſe. Dervizes 
have "their Alchoran, The Nabbi's among the 
Samaritans, who now live at Sichem in Paleſtine, 

receive the five Books of Mosxs (the Copy whereof 

is very different from ours) as their Scripture 3 
ogether with a Chronicon, or 1 of them- 

Ives from Moss s time, quite di erent from 
that contain'd in the Hiſtorical Books. of the 

Ola Teftament. This I Chronicon is lodg'd 3 in the 

publick Library of Leyden, and has never been 

publiſh'd in print. The Rabbi s among the com- 
mon Herd of Jews xeceiv'd for Scripture the four 
and Twenty Books of the Old Teftament. The Prieſt. 

of the Romas Church, of the Engliſh and other Pro- 
teſtant Churches, receive for Scripture the four 

and Twenty oy of the Old Teſtament, and all the 
Books of the New Teſtament : but the Roman receives 
ſeyeral other Books, call'd Apocrypha, as Canonical, 
which all the Proteſtant Chirthes utterly reject, ex- 
cept the Church of England; which differently 
from all other Chriſtian Churches, receives them 

, as half, Canonical, reading. ſome parts of them in 

their Churches, and thereby exctuding ſome . 

Chapters of Canonical Seripturt from being read. 


IMST obſerve Flat the Prieſts of allChriftian 
Churches differ among themſelves in each Church 
. aboôüt the Copies of che ſame Books of Scripture 3 

ſome reading them according toone Manuſcript, 
and-others-according-to another. But the great. 
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[| Relandi Diſſer. vol. 2. p. 16. 


. Us =} — | Diſpute t 


Others N e to wen 8 
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Difpüte of all.” IS concerning the Hebrew and Sep- 


flint, between which two there is a great dif. 
ference : (the, latter making; the World 1 50 Vears 
older thay the former : 9). to n name no other dif- 4 
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renges' of greater e or leſs rer. W _ 5 k 18 wut 


"LAST LY, As the moſt ancient 6 
Churches and rieſts receiv d ſeveral Goſpel 
Roo of. Serifuare which are r now loſt, ſuc 28 che 
Goſpel according to the He brews, the G Goſpel. according 
to rhe Egyptians, the 75 , of atthias,. Be. 
755 as not * one Father f 5 t! A firſt enturies 


riſtial 
pels and 


whoſe Works now remain) but receiv Books 


of Scripture, which are eicher loſt to us, or that 


we reſech as A 5 4+ NY the ſeveral Sets of 


Chriſtians in t in Africa receive at 
this day ſore, Book 1 . ere, which Are ſd fat 


loſt, to us, that” we Know only their Names, and 
others which we have and reject. As foriÞffance,, 
the Reverend Dr. Gxaz tells us of a Pooh! receiv'd. 

by the 4 Copticks, call'd the Secrets of, PHTER, of 
which. we, have no Copy ; and || Loporgivs tells 

us, That the Aby ſſinian Chriſtians receive the A 


ſtolie Conſtitutions : and * POSTELLUS brought from 


the Eaft, where it was in üſe, the Goſpel 2 AMss :* 
both which We Tejeft as OW bY TOR? - 


THE, ſame, Books of Scripture REN ong 
thoſe Prieſts' who receive them, a very different 
degree of Authority ; ſome attributing Page, and. 
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IHR apiſh Prieſts eontend that the Text of 
dcriptute ils ſo! corrupted, precariousg and unin- 
telligible, that we are co depend on the Authority 
of them: OCliurch. for the crue Partigulats of the 
Chriſtiat Religion. Others who gontend for a 
greasdy Berfection in the Text of Scripture,, diffar 

about the lnſpiration of thoſe Books 3 ſome cati- 
rending lat every Thought and Word are in- 


not the Words; ſome that thoſe Thoughts only are 
inſpirds lich 'relate:to Fundamentals; and o- 
thers that the Books were written by honeſt Men 
With great Cars and] Faithfulneſs, without any 
” — —@__Gr@.. 
ords. | | 
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IN like manner, the Brumimt, Benſets Bonzet; 


Talapains, Dorulzis, Nubbilszi and all ather l rieſt) 
who build their Religionlon Books, muſt from 

he nature of things vary bout Books in the fame 

Neligiqn; about the Inſpiration, andy: Gopies af 
thoſaBõõẽmuu 02 2s D io ö % s guoms 
FP 007 gon 259156 1d 
AIM, CHESPriefts differ) abaut the Senſe and 
Meaning of, thoſe Bouks they receive asrfiacred.: 


This nlevidentofrom the great number of Sects in 


each; Region, founded n the Diverſitytof Senſes 
put on their ſeveral Scriptures. And tho the 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament are the im- 
mediate Dictates of God himſelf. and All, other 
Scriptures are: the Books of I mpoſtors 3; yet arethe 
Prieſts of the Qhriſtian hurchi (like the Prieſts of 
all other: Churches) not on divided into num 
berleſs Seas, on aceount2of» their different Inter- 

retations of the mibut even the Prieſts of the ſame 
ect differ endleſly in Opinion about their Senſe. 
aud Meaning. 8 1 10 


ſpir'd; ſomebthat the Thoughts are inſpir d and 
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10 ſet chis matter before you in the cleareſt 
manner, and to poſſeſs you wih the juſteſt Idea of 


the Differences among Prieſts about the Senſe and 


and Meaning of their Scriptures, and to make my 
Argument che ſtronger for the Duty and Nireſſity 
of Free Thinking; 1 will confine my ſelf to the moſt 


Divine of all Books, and by conſequence the beſt 


and will take the following method. 
97 v6 e eee eee en 

Firſt, I WIL I. give you an Idea of the Nature 
of our Holy Books; whereby you'll ſee the Foun- 
dation therein laid for a Diverſity of Opinions 
among the Prieſts of the Chriſtian Church. © 


adapted of any to prevent Diverſity of Opinions; 


AND, Secondly, I will give you a Specimen of = 


the Diverſity of Opinions among the Prieſts of the 
Church of England, pretended to be deduc'd from 
them: for all their Differences are too great to be 
enumerited. From whence you'll eaſily infer, 
thatthere muſt be an infinite number-of Opinions 
among all other ſorts of Prieſts, as to the Meaning 
of their Scriptures.; ſince the maſt Divine of all 
Jol clay ſuch a foundation for difference of Opi- 
nion, that Prieſts of the fame Sect are not able ti 
agree, tho neither Art, nor Force, nor Intereſt 
are wanting to compel them to an Agreement in 
Opinion. vis D 


EFirſt, AS to. an Idea of the Nature of our Holy 
Books, I will not pretend to ſo much divine 
Knowledge as to draw their Character my ſelf; 
and therefore take the following account of them 
from the Right Reverend Biſhop TAVL OI, a | 
Prelate well known for his learned Defence of the 
Divine Right of Epiſcepacy, his Life of the Bleſſed 
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| 15 us, and many e of Deuot ion; as likewiſe 
or his Suffering for the Church of England and 


| Royal Family, during the late Civil Wars this 


Religions Prelate tells us, * 1. TH there are 
Innumerable Places of the Scriptures containing in em 


| great 4 ries, but yet are. fo enwrap'd in 4 Cloud, or 


ſe dar len d with Vmbrages. or heighten d with. Expreſe 
ſions, or ſo cover d with Allegories and Garments. 
Rhetorick, ſo profound in the Matter, or ſo intricate 


G od may ſeem. to have left them as Trials f aur Indus, 


try, and Arguments of our Imperfections, aud as Occa: 


ſions of our Charity and Toleration to each other, and 
Humility in aur ſelves, rather than as Repoſitories of 
Faith, and Furſiture of Creeds and Articles of Belief. 


F. A A IS 04-475}, 16, n, | x 

2. HE ſays, That chere are fo many thouſand Copies P. 96. 
of the Scriptures, which were writ by Per ſohs of different + 
Intereſts and Perſuaſioui, ſuch different Underſtands, 
ingt and Tempers, ſuch \diſtintt. Abilities. and Weak 
veſſes 3 ths there is greq; Variety of Readings, both, 


in the Old and New Teſt ment. 


Kois "= HAYS Ines fs bt Vo : \ 

3. THAT there are many, places of Scripture which P. 967. 
have 4 double Senſe, 4 Literahanaa Spiritual. > And | 
both. theſe Senſes are ſubaiuided: For the Literal Senſe. 
55.1468 al or fgurativt ; and the, Spiritual is ſometimes 
Allegirica, ſometimes, anagogical, na, ſometimes 
there are divers literal, Senſes in the [ae Seutence: | 


STE 
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4 THAT there are diyers places: of Scripture con- P. Hg. 


taining. in them great Myſteries, and Queſtions. af 


great Concerument 5 An Net the F abrick and Conſti- 
Fatien. of them is ſuch, that. there is go certain Mark 
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| and ſub jet Matter, or by the infinite Fas 0 


he 1h 1 to find out the true Meaning 
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to rere whether the Senſe of chem frould beliteral. 

4 rarive. * | LE 200 
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wid 6 chere 2 are ſonte plate of Seri ture. 

50 haue the felf-ſame Expreſſions, the ſap 25 
tive Words, 'the ſame Reaſon aud Account in al ap=. 
pearince ;" U 75 1 0 be oat to 1 ane TT 


e N. N 2 EP 3 1. 3 


WS; THAT- PI Points ow Seer are een 
ribus, that they are only to- be under ftodl "by ek 
959 N and Spiritual. * ä . * * wht 

7 THAT all Syſkems'o geitner ſv Hd, 
that either by SF the 5 . e f 

uman 
* Orider| andrnys,\ they ſcem tb der N¹ to the 
fame ele #pon Aifferent Ortuſions, to elt thingy oxe 
tremely difparitte, and ſomeninbs contrary\ but dery 

often of gr eat val lety. Au this very thing b happens: 
alſo" in Scripture, that if it were not in Fans & 

ſacra, it were excellent ſport to vbſerve hom the ſanee 


| Place of Seri ipture / erves / everal turns 3 occaſion. 
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8 TH AT" the e wchke ſo Arete len + ber- 

tainly to he under ſtood by con one fing the c An As 
eme vion of th Parts. For whin there u D 
three Antecellents and: Subject r ſpoken of, what” Rule 
ſhall aſrertain me that I mate my reference" true by 


5 dr awing the Relation to ſuch an Antecedent ? For in 4 


 Contexture where one part drs not always epd upon 
on another, -whert things f ferent nitus bs int abv#ne” 
au interrupt the"firft  Ifertions:; there expotnding 
Seri, pture by the, enter is not always a * pp obable 
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9. THAT comparing of Places is another great 
Pretence to fix the Senſe. of Scripture; but comparing 
of Places is of fo indefinite Capacity. that if there be 
Ambiguity of Words, Variety of Senſe, Alteration of 
Circumſtances, or Difference of Stile among Divine 
Writers, then there is nothing that may be more abus d 
Ey wilful People, or may more eaſily deceive theUnwary, 
or that may more amuſe the moſt intelligent Obſerver. 


10. THAT Scriptures are pretended to be eæpound- 
ed by Analogy of Reaſon. But unleſs there were ſome 
Intellectus Univerſalis furniſhea with infallible Propoſi- 
tions, by referring to which,every one mght argue infalli- 
bly; this Log i k may deceive as well as any of the veſt. 

| For it is with Mens Reaſon as with Mens T aſtes, &c. 


"4 11. THAT otkers pretend to expound Scripture P. 973. 
by the Analogy of Faith But that is a Chimera, 4 
thing in nubibus, which varies like the right hand and 
left hand of a Pillar. | 


12. LASTLY, That conſulting Originals is thought 
4 great matter in the Interpretation of Scripture. But 
the difficulty is in the Thing however expreſs'd, the 
leaſt in the Language. The Inſpection of the Original 
is no more certain way of Interpretation now, than it 
was in the Primitive Ages of the Church, when there 
was an infinite Variety of Tranſlations of the Bible, and 
N ne ver a one like another. | 


2aly. I NOW proceed to give a Specimen of the 
b Diverſity of Opmions of the Prieſts of the Church 
5 of England, all pretended to be deduced from the 
; . Scripture. : * 5g 


1. THE moſt fundamental Doctrine of the 
whole Chriſtian Religion, is the Doctrine of the Ev 
| — bleſſe? 


| 


bleſſed Trinity : And yet what different Notions of 

the Trinity do the Prieſts pretend to deduce from 
Scripture ? e N 2 
SOME make the Orthodex Doctrine to conſiſt 
in (a) three diſtinft, eternal, perfeflly equal Beings, 
agreeing in a ſpecifick Unity; in conformity with _ 
the Orthodox Prieſts of the fourth Century, and par- 
ticularly St. ATyanasius, who ſays, (b) The Per- 
ſons of the Trinity are one God, as PETER, PAUL, and 


Timortray are one Man. 


SOME (c) maintain three diſtin, eternal, equal 2 
Beings, whoſe Unity is partly numerical and partly 
ſpecifical. N 


SOME (4) maintain three diſtinct, eternal, une- 
qual Beings, the firſt whereof is alone ſelfrexiſtent, and 
the ſecond and third ſubordinate. 


_ AND theſe again are ſubdivided; ſome of them 
making the Son and Holy Ghoſt to low from the 
Father by an inherent Neceflity of Nature, and 
others to be the Effect of a voluntary Operation of 

the Father. x Beg e * 


SOME (e) make the Perſons to be eternal 
Modes of Subſiſtence, or internal Relations of the one 
Subſtance of the Deity to it ſelſ. And purſuant 
to this Hypotheſis they ſay, (f) That the whole 
Deity was incarnate in the Man Chriſt, but not wholly. 


(a) Braddocłs Doctrine of the Fathers, ©. part 1. 
+ (6): Athanaſji Opera. Ed. Par. vol. 2. p. 160. 
(e) Sherlock's Vind. of the Trinity, and its Defence. | 
(d) Fowler's 28 F ropoſ. Bulli Lefenſ. Fid. Nic. Cudmorth's- 
Intell. Syſt. Payne's Sermons, and Letter to the Biſhop of 
Roch. And Dr. Clarke's Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity. 
(e) Dr. South's Animad. and Tritheiſm charg d. 
Y South's Tritheiſm charg d, p. G2. * 
+ SOME 


2 — — 


0 


n N r R . r 
2 ” OTE = OE I Oe" "Nu ** 9 By 1 
I Ya 2 x : 
g , - * 
n RE E- 
* 2 : ” 8 * * 
— 


G. 


SOME () make the Perſons to be external Re- 
lations of the one Subſtance of the Deity to Mankind, © 
Viz, Creator, Redeemer. and Santtifier ; as King 
William wes King of England, France and Ire= 
land. Again, the fame Reverend Perſon makes 
each Perſon a Third of God, as (b) Length, Breaath, 

and Thickneſs make a Cube; or as (c) three Groats 


make a Shilling, and three Nobles make a Pound, 


SOME (d) make the Trinity to eonſiſt in 4 
Mind that from all Eternity had Hiſdom, that from 
all Eternity underſtood himſelf, and from all Etermty * 
loved himſelf. 1 . % 1 


Taſty, OTHERS (e) receive the words of 
the Athanaſtan Creed without any Senſe or Expli- 
cation at all, conceiving the Article of Faith to lie 
in ſomething unintelligible. | 


2. THE. Prieſts diſpute, Whether the Doftrine 
of the Trinity be a Fundamental and neceſſary Article 
of the Chriſtian Faith or no. Dr. Sour affirms, 
(f) A Man can no more be\a Chriſtian without the 
Belief of the Trinity, than he can be a Han without. 
a rational Soul, And our Right Reverend Biſhop gp 
(g. Burr has wrote a Book againg Episcoptus and 


others to prove the Neceſſity of believing the Trinity -- - 


and Incarnation. Indeed the greater number of 
Prieſts are in that Sentiment. For as the Right 
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(a) Walls's Letters of the Trinity. Lett. 3. p. 40, 41. 
S — 
(d) Nye's Inſtitutions of the Trinity. 1.04 $12. $64 5 
(e).--GaſtreFs Conſid. on the Trinitys _._.._£._ 
) Ded. Epiſ. to Trith. charg'd. ö 1 
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Reverend + Biſhop TAYLOR obſerves, The Ex- 
ample of ſo excellent a Man as ATHANASsLuS in 


| 
l * his Creed, has heen follow'd with too much Greedineſt; 


all the World in Factions, all damning one another, 
each Party damn d by all the reſt , and there is no 
Diſagreement in Opinion, but Damnation preſently to 
all who diſagree. | 


. BUT this Religions Prelate is not himſelf of 


that opinion. He ſays, Fit be conſider' d how many 
People underſtand not the Athanaſian Creed, how cen- 
trary to natural Reaſon it ſeems, how little the Scrip- 
ture ſays of thoſe Curioſities of Explication, how Tradi- 

tion is not clear on ATHANASIUS's ſide for the Ar- 
ricle it ſelf, how ATyanasius is put to it to make 
an Anſwer and Excuſe for the Fathers who expreſs'd 

chemſelve, like Arians, how the Arians appeal d to the 
Fathers for Trial, and the Offer was dec lind; it had 
not been amiſs if the final Judgment had been leſt to 
Chriſt, who is appointed Fudg of all Men, and who 
will judg them righteouſiy; for he knows every Truth, 
the Degree of every Neceſſity, and all Excuſes that do 
leſſen the nature and malice of 4 Sin : all which ATya= | 
NASIUS, tho a very good Man, did not know ſo well as to 
warrant ſuch a Sentence. And Biſhop TarroR 
concludes, That it is very ſtrange to put Dnchari- 
tableneſs into 4 Creed, and make it an Article of 
Faith. | 


Dr. Wallis takes a different method from Bi- 
ſhop Tarios, tho he agrees with him in his Con- 
cluſion. He ſays. * The damnatory Sentences in the 
Athanaſian Creed are not to be underſtood according 
to the Rigour, | | 


— 


+ Folemick Works, p. 964. 
* Second Letter, p. 2. 
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h AND many other Divines contend, that the 7 
damnatory Sentences are no part of the Creed, which 
conſiſts only in believing the Article of the 

Trinity as there expreſs d. | e 


3. The * Prieſts of our Church diſpute, Whe- 
ther at the Reſurrection Men ſhall have a Body 
conſiſting of the ſame numerical Particles of Mar- 
ter that were laid in the Grave: Whether they 
ſnall have a Body conſiſting of the ſame numerical 
Particles of Matter rhat have been ſome time 
or other vitally united to the Soul during the 
Life of the Man: Whether they ſhall have a Body 
conſiſting of Particles of Matter that were never 
- 1 united to the Soul during the Life of the Man:: 
| Whether they ſhall not have a Body conſiſting of 
any Particles of Matter indifferently : and haftly, + 
Whether they ſhall riſe with any Body or no- 


41. OUR Prieſts at, and for many years after 
the Reformation, were generally Calviniſts or Pre- 
 deſtinarians, as is evident from the ꝶ Articles of the _ » 
Church ;from the || Bibles, printed in Queen ERA 


„ BETH'sS time, to which are often annex d an Apolo- 
y for Predeſtination, anſwering the common Objections _ 
made by Atheifts, Deiſts, Socinians and Libertines, © 


againſt that ſaving Doctrine of the Goſpel ; from 
the *i Suffrage of the Divines of Great Britain deli- 
ver d oy them to the Synod of Dort, March 16. 1619. 


—— — 
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* See there numerous Sermons on Eaſter-Day., 
TAN, - „CCC 
In ſeveral Editions printed by C. Barker the Quee n's Prin- 
ter. | | BO 
Printed in Eng. anno 1629. 4t0. and in the Acta Dorgra- 
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as the Senſe of the Church of England; where the 
Fe Points (as they are calPd) are all determin'd 
on the Calviniſtical ſide, agreeable to the Deciſions 
of that Holy Synod : and laſtly, from all their 
Books till the time of Biſhop Lavp. In which time 
was made the grand Change among our Prieſts ; 
and there are now at leaſt nine parts in ten 
of the Prieſts who preach every Sunday contrary 
to the Articles they have ſubſcrib'd. So true are 
the Obſervations of Biſhop TarLor and Mr. Wis- 
rox; the firſt whereof ſays {+ That there is no 
Church which is in Proſperity, but alters her Doctrine 
every Age, either by bringing in new Doctrines or con- 
tradifting the old; which ſhows that none are ſatiſ- 
Hd with themſelves or with their one Confeſſions : And 
the latter, * That there is ſcarce any one Clergyman 
'of the Church that has conſider'd and examin'd things 
with care, who believes all the Thirty nine Articles, in 
their proper and original Meaning. However, the 
Othodoxy of Queen Er174azzrn's time is not quite 
extinguiſh'd. We have had our Pxmraux's and 
our Jaxe's, both Profeſſors of the Divinity Chair in 
Oxford; our CarLrons and our DavxNAx rs both Bi- 
Mops; and have now our Sourus and ourEDpwarps's 
of Oxford and Cambridge; and ſeveral others who 
appear in behalf of our old Religion againſt the 
numerous Innovators among the Clergy, The two 
laſt mention'd Divines have with great Vigour 
(but it muſt be confeſs'd very weakly) lately at- 
tack d the Reverend Dr. Wurrzy, who in many 
late Hooks has ſhow'd himſelf a zealous Arminian. 
1 muſt not omit doing juſtice to that Profound 
andOrthodoxꝭ relate the preſent Biſhop of London, 
whom many have often heard with ſatisfaction 
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Ded. before Liberty of Propheſying, 
+ Eſſays, I 238. 2 5 


inculcate 
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inculcate the Doctrine of Predeſtination in his ex- 
cellent Sermons. . | 


=" OUR Prieſts diſpute whether Fell. Tor: 


ments are eternal or no; and ſome of the moſt emis 
nent either doubt of their Eternity or deny them 
to be Eternal. The famous Divine and Philoſo- 
pher * Dr. HENRY Mok ſays, The words Sta and 
Adu in Scripture are indifferent to ſignify either 
that which ts properly everlaſting, or that which laſts 
along time; ſo that we are not able to pronounce for 
the Eternity or Perpetuity of Hell Torment. Again 
That Comminations are not, tho Promiſes be obligatory ; 


foraſmuch as in Commination the Comminator is the 
Creditor, and he that is menaced the Debtor that owes 


the Puniſhment; but inPromiſes he that promiſes becomes 
the Debtor, and he to whom the Promiſe, is made, Cre- 
 ditor, Whence the Promiſer is plainly oblig d to make 
good his Promiſe, as being the Debtor : But the Com- 
minator, as being the Creditor, is not oblig d to exact 
the Puniſhment; it being in the power of any Creditor, 
to remit the Debt owing to him if he will. Wherefore 
in this Commination of eternal Fire or everlaſting 
Puniſhment, tho AuanG- ſignify here properly ever laſt - 
ing, as well as in everlaſting Life, yet becauſe this 
latter is a Promiſe, and the other only a Communatzion, 
it does not follow, t hat as ſurely. as the Righteous ſhall be 
rewarded with everlaſting Liſe, ſo ſurely, ſhall the 
Wicked be puniſh'd with everlaſting Fire in the moſt pro- 
per higheſt Extent of the Signification, of the word. Be- 
Cauſe God in his Commination to the Wicked is only a 
Creditor, and has ſtill a right and power to remit either 
part or the whole Debt ; but to the Righteous, by vir- 
tus of his Promi ſe, he becomes a Debtor, and cannot 
recede, but muſt punctu ally keep his Mord. 


— 
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* Annotations on Lux Orientalis, p. 735 74. 
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TO the ſame purpoſe and after the ame man- 
ner ſpeaks the moſt Pious and Rational of all 


- Prieſts, Dr. Tit Lots0N, in his celebrated Ser- 


mon of Hell-Torments. And Dr. Hicxss mentions, 


five or ſix Divines moſt of whom are in great Stations 
of the Church, as Converts to this Opinion by 4 Ma- 


nuſcript Treatiſe written by an old Scepticł (ſo he calls 
the Reverend Mr. WHITEZTOOTr) at Norwich. 


6. OUR Prieſts diſpute whether the Sabbath 


or the Lords's Day ought to be kept holy. 


FROM the Reformation to the Reign of King 
Jamesl. England was as remarkable for its reli- 
gious Obſervation of the Lord's- Day, as Scotland is 
at this day. And 1 can meet with no publick re- 
markable Inſtance of the Breach of that Holy Day 
during the long Reign of Queen ELIZABETH, 


.unleſs at T ALI MER the Biſhop of London's 


Houſe in Fulham, where his Lordſhip and others 


(I ſuppoſe his Chaplains) uſed to play at Bowls on 


Sunday. But King Jaurs publiſh'd a Proclamation for 


for Sports on that Holy Day, obliging all Mi- 
niſters to read it in their Churches. And || ſeve- 


ral Prieſts in his Reign, and that of his Succeſſor 
ChakIEs I. whether in Compliance with theProfane- 
neſs of the Court, I ſhall not determine) wrote 
Books to ſhew that Sunday was no Sabbath, and that 


there was no Morality in obſerving the Lord's 
Day: all which were anſwer'd and refuted by ſe- 
veral other Godly and Orthodox Divines. Nor 


is this Controverſy yet bury'd.; for very lately a 


Diſcourſes on 1;/lotſon and Bur et, p 46. 
+ Strype's Life of Aylmer, p. 215, 294. 1 
[| Frideaux, Brercwood, White, Heylin, Dowe, Pockling- 
| High 
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High and Reverend || Prieft has wrote for the 
Lawfulneſs of Sports on that Holy Day. 1 


7. OUR Priefts diſpute whether Epiſcopacy 
be of Divine or Human Inſt itution; a Queſtion 
which, according to moſt of them, concerns the 

ju very Eſſence of the Church. nt! - 


THAT the latter was the Opinion of our 
Church (and of courſe once the Opinion of many 
Prieſts) from the Reformation to the Reſtoration 
of King CHARLES II. is evident; for as a Noble 
Peer obſerv'd in a * Speech made in the. Houſe of 
Lords, Presbyterian Ordination was allow'd and pra- 
Kd in the Church from the Beginning of the Re for- 
mat ion till the Act of Uniformity (which, allow d of 
_ no Ordination but Epiſcopal) and ſeveral 1 were 
made of ſuch as were never ordain d Prieſts by Biſhops. 
But yet ſome few Prieſts before the Reſtoration. 
and more fince, have wrote for the Divine Right 
of Epiſcopacy; and tis now become a conſiderable 
' $quabble in the Church. There are not only Prieſts 
on hoth ſides of the Queſtion, but one eminent 
Prieſt Dr. STiLLINGELEET, is himſelf on both ſides: 
when he was a Presbyter, he wrote a || || Book to 
prove the human Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy; and when 
E was a Biſhop, he (a) wrote to prove it of Divine 
Inſtitution: juſt like AYLMER Biſhop of London, who — 
before he was made Biſhop thought (b) the Lands 
of the Clergy ought to be given to Queen ELITABETH 


© a — — 


1 


Mtrer on the Name, Notion, Cc. of tlie Sabbath. 
* State, Tracts, p. 50. 

+ Biſhops Hall and Taylor, Go. 

u fremcum. | | 

(a) Charge to his Clergy, in 1690. | 
(% AyImer's Lite by Strype, p. 225, 268, 269. 
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to maintain her Wars againſt France and Spain; but 
when he was a Biſhop, he apply'd to himſelf theſe 
words, When I was a Child, I ſpeak as a Child, I 
| thought as a Child. v Fa NT EY 
| 8. THE Doctrine of Original din, and whe-, 
ther Men are now liable to be damn'd for 
| Apan's Sin (which is the Foundation of the whole 
| * / Chriſtian Religion) was formerly diſputed be- 
tween * Biſhop TAYLOR and the Biſhop of Ro- 
' cheſter, and is at this day between the Reverend 
Dr. Wurrrtsy and the Reverend Dr. Epwarps of 
Jeſus College in Oxford. . 


EEC a . N >; . .., 


' - 9. WHETHER our Saviour's Soul exiſted 

| - inHeaven before his Incarnation, was lately de- 

| bated between Dr. FowLEe, the preſent Biſnop 
| of Glouceſter, and Dr. SHERLOCK, who hath 

| each of them had other Prieſts for their Seconds. 


| 10. LAY-BAPTISM was expreſly al- 
| low'd of in the Rubrick of our Liturgy, juſt before 
the Office of private Baptiſm, till James I's Reign, 
in theſe words: Let thoſe that are preſent at the 
Bapti m call upon God, and ſay the Lords Prayer if 
oh the time will ſuffer, And then ene of them ſhall name 
the Child, and dip him in the Water, or pour water up- 
on him, ſaving in theſe Words, I baptize thee, &c. 
| And as far as my Knowledge in the Prieſts Books 
| reaches, the Validity o Lay Baptiſm was a ſettled 
| Point among the bet Churchmen till very lately. 
For | find the Reverend Mr. SEIIERS (Who was fo 
high a Churchman as to be a Facobite Separatiſt) 
affirming, | That the Baptiſm adminiſter d in ſport 
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1 | * Polemick Works, 9. 862. . 
I Remarks on FHs View of Antiquity, p. 380, 391, 
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of FREE-TRIN EINS. 
by ArHANASLUs, when he was a Heathen School- 
Boy, to his Heathen -Playfellows, was valid and not to 
be reiterated, as was deſignd by ALEXANDER then 
Patriarch of Alexandria, and opp"s'd by no other part 
of the Church. But of late many Cenſures have been 
paſs'd on the Biſhop of Sarum, and Books written 


againſt him by Prieſts, for aſſerting, & That Faith 
in the Trinity gives every Man a right to Baptiſm ; 


and that this has been the conſt ant Senſe of the Church 
for above 1400 Tears: which in a ritual matter is 
certainly of great Authority. They reckon'd that 
Baptiſm was the Gift of Chriſt to his Church, when gi- 
ven in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 
It is Chriſt's Baptiſm, be they who give it Orthodox or 
Hereticks, Clergy or Laity; and in the latter Ages, 
Men or Nomen 9 2 * 


11. TH E Reverend Mr. B LAX TON has col- 
lected the · Opinions of the moſt Learned and Famous 
Divines of the Church of England from the Reforma- 
tion to the Year 1634. all condemning Vſury as un- 
lawful and forbidden by God's Word. To which I 
could add a great many more who have follow'd 
our, primitive Clergy in this, point, and eaſily 
make Mr. BLax Town's Book as big as the Hiſtory 


of Paſſive-Obedience. I will only throw in the O- 


pinion of that great Caſuiſt and profound Divine 
Biſhop S a N DERSON, who makes || Six in the Hun- 
dred to be Sabbath-breaking, and every one that takes 
lawful Intereſt for his Mony to be guilty of the Breach 
of all the ten Commandments ; and particular of the 
fourth, becauſe the Plough goes on Sundays. And even 

our Lay Anceſtors had their Heads ſo turn'd by 


—— 
. 1 


* Two Ser mens printed in 17 10. 
Þ+ Frint d ann 153.4. | 
Notes ou the Paſtoral Letter, p. 44. 9 
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the Sermons and Books of the Prieſts on that Sub- 
ject, that in an Add of Parliament made in the 13th 
Year of Q. Elizabeth to reduce Intereſt to ten per 
cent. is aſſerted, That all Vſury being forbidding by 
the Law of God is Sin and deteftable : And in another 
Ad made the 21ſt of James I. to reduce Intereſt 
to eight per Cert. there are theſe words at the 


end of the ſaid Act, viz. Provided, That no words 
in this Law contain d ſhall be conſtrued or expounded 


to allow the Practice of Uſury in point of Religion or 
Conſcience. But our Prieſts are now almoſt univer- 
ſally chang'd in this matter. And I have not heard 
of any one of late, except the Reverend Mr, D a- 
vm Jonzs, who takes Uſury to be a Sin, On the 


contrary, it ought to be ſuppos'd that they now 
account it a Chriſtian Vertue, ſince there are ſo 


many among 'em who are common Stockjobbers on 
the Change, and who act the part of Attorneys and 
Scriveners in their Parithes, in placing out Mony on 
Securities at Intereſt. f 


12. THEY diſpute whether Men are to be 
of the Prieſts Religion, or the Magiſtrates, or are 
to jug for themſelves. In the Reign of CHARLES 


II. (that King after their own Heart) their Lea- 
der Dr. PARKER ſaid, * That in Caſes and Diſ- 


putes of a pubiick Concern, private Men have no power 
over their own Actions, they are not to be directed by 
their own Tudgments, or determined by their own 
Wills; but by the Commands and Determinations of 
the public k Conſcience or Magiſtrate, And if there 
is any Sin in the Command, he that impos d it ſhall 
anſwir fort. Again, That in all diſputable Caſes it 
1s better to err with Authority, that is, with the 


Magiſtrates, than to be in the right againſt it. But 


*Eccleſ, Pplity, p. 308. 1 3h 
6 fince 


— 
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fince the Magiſtrate has laid a fide all Claim to 
Dominion over Mens Minds and Conſciences, 
by eaſing to fine and Impriſon Men on the ſcore 
of Religion, and by granting a Toleration; ay 
+ now ſet up the Authority of the Prie# (which 
they call the Church) and make the Magiſtrate 
himſelf, who is by Law the ſupreme Governour in 
all Cauſes and over all Perſons, as well Eccleſiaſtical 
as Civil, the Prieſts Eccleſiaſtical Subject, as well 
as the reſt of the Laity. Some few Priefts, ſuch 
as Mr. CHILLINOGCWORTH, Dr. TiLLoTs0N, 
and others now living, have clearly aſſerted 
the Right of all Men to judg for themſelves. 


— 


I COULD proceed to give an account how 
they diſpute about the Prieſts power to abſolve Men 
Lrom their Sins, about the Independency of the Church 

on the State, about the Sacrament being a proper 
Sacrifice, about the real Preſence in the Sacrament, 
about the. Prieſts of the Chriſtian Church being proper 
Prieſts, and indeed about every Point in the 
whole Chriſtian Religion as well as about the 
Meaning of almoſt every Text in the Bible: But 
what J have produc'd being ſufficient to prove 
their Diviſions about the Meaning of the Scrip- 
ture in matters of the greateſt importance, I 
may juſtly conclude that it is neceſſary for every 
Man, inſtead of rely ing upon them, to think free* 
ly for himſelf; and proceed to the ſecond In- 
ſtance of their Conduct. | 


2dly. A SECOND Inſtance of their Con- p. 257. fat. 
duct, whereby they make +ree-Thinkn9 unavoid- 
able, is, their owning in expreſs words the Doc- 
trines of the Church to be contradictory to one anot her, 
and to Reaſon. | 


ag * 
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+ Hickes, Leſley, Oc. 
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THE Renown'd Dr: Sa curves fays in 
his Speech at his Tryal, That ty abandoning Paſſive- 
Obedience, the diſtinguiſhing Badg and Glory of our 
Reformation, we muſt render our ſelves the moſt in- 
conſiſtent Church in the world, By which words the 
Doctor muſt ſuppoſe, even before the Sentence 
paſs upon him condemning the Docf ine of Paſſive- 
Obedience, that many Doctrines of the Church were 
inconſiſtent and contradictory to one another; 
otherwiſe one lnconſiſtency more would not make 
it the moſt inconſiſtent Church in the world, 


32 


4829 
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Dr. BE VERNID GE ſuppoſes our whole Faith in 
God to conſiſt of Contradictions to Reaſon, when 
he ſays, * That is moſt true of God which ſeems moſt 
impoſſible to us. | "x . 


Dr. Sou ru, ſpeaking of Chriſt's Incarnation, 
ſays, f To behold the Divinity which is preſent to all 
places, cloth d in Fleſh, is as if we ſhould imagine not 
only the whole World repreſented upon, but alſo con- 
tain d in one of our little artificial Globes, or the Body 
3 of the Sun envelop'din a Cloud as big as a Man's hand; 
all which would be look'd on as aſtoniſhing Impoſſibili- 

ties and yet as far ſhort of the other, as the greateſt 
Finite is of an Infinite, between which the Diſparity 

is unmeaſurable. For that God ſhould transform him- 

elf, and ſubdue and maſter all his Glories to a poſſibi- 

lity of human Apprehenſion and Converſe, the beſt Rea- 

ſon would haue thought it ſuch a thing as God could not 

N do, had it not been actually done, It is (as it were) 

1 to cancel the eſſential Diſtances of things, to remove the 

3 Bounds of Nature, to bring Heaven and Earth, and 
(what is more) both Ends of 4 Contradiction together 


* 8 


"* Private Thoughts, p. 52. 
; | + SErmons, vol. 3. P · 366, 367. i © *» 
3 Again, 
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I Again, the ſame Reverend Perſon ſays, in relation 
in to his Faith about the Perſon of Chriſi, That were P. 3 16. 
"eo it not to be ador'd as 4 alen, it would be — PIOR) 


ur as 4 Contradiction. 

* a 

he Dr. HR NR Monx, in his Myſtery of 3 „ 
ce neſs, ſays, There is ſcarce any Church in Chriſten» P. 495. 
* dom at this day (in the next Page he affirms this, | 
re of the whole viſible Church in what Nation ſoe ver un- 

8 5 der Heaven) which does not chtrude not only plain Fal- 

ke ſhoods, hut ſuch Falſhoods that will appear to any free 


Spirit pure Contradictions and Impoſſibilities, and that 
with the ſame Gravity, Authcrity, and Importunity 


in that they do the holy Oracles of God. To which! 
l * crave leave to add his judicious Reflection that 
ſt follows, tho foreign to my preſent Deſign, That 


ik this Conduct of the Prieſt is a heavy ſight to the truly 
Religions, and joy to the Profane, who take advantage 


TY thereby againſt the whole Myſi ery of Piety, as if there 

ll mas he Be it, becauſe Yar 220%. Bade are 

or urg d upon them with the ſame ſolemneſs as thoſe things 

1— | that (were it not for the ſerious Impudence of the _ 
ly Prieſt in other open Falſities) * paſs 1 them for 
£ „ 0 

i- 

ſ# 3dly. A THIRD Inftance of the Prieſts Cone. 

y P duct, is, their Acknowledgment of Abuſes, De- 

5 feln and falſe Doctrines in the Church, | 1 

Fo TH E Reverend Dr. GRE (a Man ſupported. | 
at the Charge of her moſt Excellent Majeſty, en- 

7 courag'd by the moſt eminent Divines of our 

7 Church in his undertaking to publiſh the Alex an- 


drian Manuſcript of the Septuagint, and employ d dy 
our Eccleſiaſtical Governours to vindicate our 
eſtabliſh'd Faith againſt the Reverend Mr. & His- 


0 
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TON ) acknowledges certain || Abuſes and Defects to 
have crept into our Church ; particularly, Baptiſm 
by bare ſpronkling, not mixing Water with Wine in the 
Lord's Supper and the eating of Blood and things ſtr ans 
'gled : all which Abuſes he ſays, we are guilty of, in 
oppoſition to the ancient Church all the world over, © 
and the plain Teſt immies of Scriptures. How far the 
Reveiend Doctor is in the right as to all theſe par- 
ticulars, l. do not pretend to ſay; but with reſpecck 
to the laſt, I have often wonder'd how Men pro- 
feſſing to believe in the Bible, and particularly 
thoſe who pretend to underſtand it according to 
the Senſe of the primitive Church, can live in the 
Practice of eating Blood and things ſtrangled. in op- 
poſition to fo plain an Inftitution, Pfecept, and 
 _ Rule. For it is forbidding by God in the Old 
in. 9. 4. Teſtament for a moral and eternal Reaſon, viz. be- 
i. cauſe the Blood is the Life: and in the New Teſtament 
to abſtain from things ſtrangled, and from Blood, is 
19: 25. enjoined as a neceſſary thing, And this Precept was 
- 12 fo religiouſly oblerv'd by all Chriſtians in the firſt 
ds 15, Ages of the Goſpel, that TERTruLLIAN ſays One Ex- 
28. periment made uſe of by you Heathent for the diſcove 
of Chriſtians, is to try whether they will eat Blacks 
puddings ; you well knowing that they judg it unlawful 
to commit that Trangreſſion you command *, 


a os ww. 


Dr. Gras, as we are inform'd by + Dr. Hicxts  / 
was for reſioring the pure Primitive Practice and 
Diſcipline, whicn continu'd more or leſs corrected in 
the ch till the Reformation (which by this Ac- 
count was a Reformation backwards) particularly 


i Preface to Eſſay on the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, p 11. 
* Inter tentamenta hriſtianorum botulos cruore diſtentos 
admovetis, oertiſſimi ſcilicet illicitum eſſe penes illos per quod 
exorbitare vultis. Opera, Ed. Ri; al. p. 10. | 
1 Account of Dr. Grabe, p. 8, 9, 10. , 
» * 2 


of ER EE-TRHINRIN Se. 

the Practice of Chriſm in Confirmation; anointing the 
Sith, with Oil; Confeſſion, and Sacerdot al Abſolution as 
judicial; and Prayer for the Souls of the Dead; the 
want of all which being Deſects in the Reform d 
Churches. ow : 7 * : 
Pr. Hicks] ſpeaks of ſeveral things amiſs in 
the Church. | NN __ 


904 


AGAI N, He mentions particular Defects 


\ 
7 


ſuch as || the want of a Side-board or Buffet to place 


the Elements on be fore they are placed on the Commu- 
mon Table, and **going to Church in the ſame Dreſs 
we go to Plays and Balls, 8c ere 


HE ſays likewiſe, That in this Kingdom many 
unchriſtian Maxims, extremely hurtful and detri- 
mental to the Chriſtian Religion, are veceiv'd for 

| Laws, viz. © That the King is the Supreme 

< Ordinary; That Canons made by the Church 
Regent or Epiſcopal College oblige not Chriſ- 
© tians in Conſcience, without or againſt the 
* King's Conſent; That the, King by Act of 
© Parliament may deprive Biſhops ; That he is 
ce the laſt Appeal of our Church in ſpiritual 
«© Cauſes; ” and that the Acts of Parliament touchin 
Election and Conſecration of Biſhops are aneh. 
tian. 8 


HE Reverend Mr. L Es LAV fays, + That 

in Sweden they pray not for the Church in general, but 

for the Clergy before the King. Thus it is in all Litur- 
I Pref. to Letters between him and a Popiſh Prieſt. 


ll Pref. to two Treat. p. 53, 54, 55. 
** Tivo Treat. p. 93 


Letter in the Character of a Primitiye Biſhop, p. 27 1. 
+ Caſe of the Regale, p. 28. | 


gies 
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gies except ours. But the King in our Liturgy is thruſt | - | 
in between the Church and the Biſhops, upon the No- 
tion, I ſuppoſe, of his being Head of the Church j and 
the whole Royal Family are drawn in after them, as 
being Heads in Reverſun, We improve, and ſeem to 
take care in the firſt place for our Bodies before our 
Souls, and for this World more than for Eternity. But 
they retain the primitive Form in Sweden: they reform 
not backwards. | 1 1 


I. AS T LV, Our Liturgy ſuppoſes our Church 
 defettive, when we pray upon Aſb-wedneſaay for 
1 the Reſtoration of Godly Diſcipline. _ 


„ Ah. A FOURTH Inſtance of the Prieſts 

Condutt, is, Their profeſſing they will not tell the . 

Truth, ami making it matter of Reproach in any of 

| the Clergy to tell the Truth. is 
.. UPON occaſion of Dr. WAK 's having en- 
deavour d to ſtate by Law and Hiſtory the Power 
of our Princes over Synoas and Convocations, Dr. A r- 
TERBURY ſays, * Were all that Dr. Wax k ſays 
expreſly true aul juſtifiable, yet whether the labouring 
the Point ſo heartily as he does, and ſhewing himſelf 
fo willing to prove the Church to baue no Brhes and 
Privileges, be a vety decent part in a Cletgyman, he 
leaves to his Friends to conſider. | 


_. AGAIN, he ſays, I Could ſuch a fine Point be 
made out, yet ſurely it does not become Clergymen to 
help it res Let us leave that dirty work to be 

done by tbe projeſſed Enemies of Religion and the 


1 th. td. din 
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* Pref. to R ts an-Znaf: I, : 8 : 
In rg of an Engliſh Convocation, p. 11 


Order 
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Order; but let not the Hands of Levi be employed : 
n un CT AXEE 
3 


A REVEREND Prelate, in a Letter to Mr. 
Wars rox about one of the moſt important Ar- 
ticles of the whole Chriſtian Religion, the Eter- 8 
nal Divinity of our Bleſſed Sauiaur, ſays to him, 
* If you are ſure you are in the right in any matter 
wherein. you have the Church's Oh againſt you, 
you ſhould be careful not to break the Peace of the 
Church by writing againſt. it. I it were but one Bro- 
ther that would tale hurt by your writing, the Apoſile 
Jays, it is not good to venture that, even the 50 Rom. 14. 
know you are in the right; for as it follawet h, Haſt 21. 
thou Faith ? have it to thy ſelf. n 
Dr. EpwARDs of Oxford ſays: with reſpect to 
the Reverend Mr. Wulsrom's renouncing the 
Doctrines of the Ever-bleſſed Trimty, and the E- 
ternal Diwinity of aur Lord, That r the Oaths, 
Subſcriptions, —_ and repeated Declarations, thoſe + 
ſtrong Chains and Fetters, as one might juſtly imagine 
them to he, ought not to be broke through. So that 
according to this profound Divine, the Prieſts are 
never to have any regard for Truth, but when 
it happen to agree with the Oaths they have once 
taken, and the Subſcriptions and Declarations 
they have once made. Thus a Mahometan or Po- 
biſh Prieſt is for ever to continue true to his ſalſe 
Oaths, Subſcriptions and Neclarations ;, and a Church- 
of- England Prieſt is to continue true to his Oaths, 
& c. not becauſe he is in the right, but becauſe he 
has ſworn and ſubſcribed. 3 | | 


? 
* 
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oe Whiſton's Primit, Chriſt, vol. j. Pref, p. 27. : 
Doctrine of Original Sin, p. 114. 
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| THAT eminent Reformer Archbiſhop CRAx- 
| | MER, by the following Query laid by him before 
| King HENRY VIII. ſufficiently ſhow'd his Diſ- 
| poſition to conceal the Truth from the Laity, 
| and by conſequence muſt have fuppoſed the Cler- 
| gy blamable in telling the Truth. e 
* 1F the Clergy know that the common ſort of 
| Hen have them in a higher Veneration, becauſe they 
| are perſuaded that it lieth in the Will and Power of 
Priefts to remit or not remit Sins at their pleaſure ; 
whether in ſuch caſe the ſaid Clergy offend, if they wink 
at this, and voluntarily ſuffer People to continue in 
this Opinion. 13 TS 15 


- $thly. A FIFTH Inſtance of the Prieſts Con- 
duct, is, If any good Chriſtian happens to reaſon better 
than ordinary, they preſently charge him with Atheiſm, 
Deiſm, or Socinianiſm; às if good ſenſe and Ortho- 
doxy could not ſubſiſt cogether. | 


_ -FHVUS the Reverend and Religious Dr. Cu p- 
WORTH, who has wrote the moſt learnedly of 
all the Divines of our Church, in his Intellectual 
Syſtem of the Univerſe, againſt Atheiſm, is charg- 
ed with being an Atheiſt for that very Book, by 
a + Reverend Dive, who only qualifies it by 
ſaying, That the moſt that Charity it ſelf can allow 
the Doftor, of it were to ſtep forth and ſpeak his moſt 
| favourable Character to the World, i, That he « av 
| Arian, a Socinian, or a Deiſt. Thus the late 
| Archbiſhop TiLLortsoN, and the preſent Bi- 


— 
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* Cannon's Account of two Motions in Convocation, | p. 14, 


| * 
| + Dedice before 6 Diſc, of the Melliaby 7. 16, 17, 19, 2 
. | op 
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ſhop of Salisbury are charged with Socinianiſm by 

the * Reverend Mr. LEsLY; and in a Book of 
+ Dr. HickEs's, Dr. TiLLoTSON is ſaid to 
be the graveſt Atheiſt that ever was, | 


THUS the Reverend Dr. CLARx, and the 
Reverend Mr. SamuEL BOLD, and Mr. Joun 
Locke are charg'd with Atheiſm by the Reve- 
rend Mr. CARROL; and Mr. CuiLlitINnG- 
WORTH, the ableſt Advocate we ever had a- 
gainſt Popery, goes commonly under the oppro- 
brious name of Socinian. 


* 6thly. A SIXT H Inftanceof the Prieſts Con- 
duct, is, Their renering the Canon of Scripture un- 
certain. | | | | 


* Dr. GR AB E ſays, ** That the Canon of Scrip- 
ture was not made while the Apoſtles were alive; no 
not preſently after the Martyrdom of PETER and 
PAvr, when CLEMENS wrote his Epiſile to the 
Corinthians; wherein the Old Teſtament is frequent 
ly cated, but not one Paſſage out of the New, except 
from thoſe Epiſtles which P A U L had writ to the Co- 


- * Leſley's Charge of Socinianiſm againſt Tillotſon and Burnets 

+ Hickes's Diſc. upon Dr. Tillotſon and Burnet, p. 40. | 

„I Remarks on Clarke's Lectures. Defence of the Remarks. 
| Deſſert. againſt Locke. * ; 

n Canon ſacrorum librorum non ſtatim ab initio Ecclefiz, 
vivis adhuc Apoſtolis, factus erat; imo ne quidem mox poſt 
martyrium Pauli & Petri, quo tempore. Clemens Epiſtolam 
dabat ad Corinthos, Canon erat conditus, ſiquidem ipſæ ſepiſ- 
ſimè veteris quidem Teſtamenti ſcripturas nullam vero novt 
Inſtrumenti allegavit, exceptis iis. quæ ad ipſos Corinthos ab 
Apoſtolo datz erant, literis ; unde colligere eſt, Clementem 
nullas alias Corinthis notas exiſtimaſſe. Similis quoque ratio 
Barnabæ & Hermæ, quorum uterque paulo poit eccidium MHte- 
roſolymitanum ſeripſit, neuter ullum Novi Teſtamenti librum 
llegavit. Spicil. Secul. 1. p. 320. . 

Abo e rinthians. 
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rinthians. From thence it it 10 be inſer d that CL E- 
MENS thought the Corinthians were arqmaint ed with 
no other Scriyturer, but P Av L's Epiſtles to them. 


The caſe is the ſame in reſpet} of BARNABAS and 


HERmaAs ; who tho they both wrote alittle after the 
Deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, have not cited any Book of 
the New Teſtament. 125 ä 

Dr. MIILLõ ſays, * There was no Collect ion made 
of any Books of Scripture, whether of Epiſtles or Goſ- 
pels, till above threeſcore Yeats, after the Death of 
Chrift. Not of the Epiſtles certainly; for concerning the 
Authors and Authority of ſome of theſe.there were great 


Diſputes and Doubts in the Apoſtolical Churches 


in the following Ages? which had never happen u, 
had any of the laſt ſurviving Apoſtles conſtituted a 
Canon. Nor of the four Goſpels the reading 

which in the Churches was not then determin'd and 
agreed on, as Tſhail ſhow preſently. 


Dr. Bgvenpor ſays, 4 Among all the more anci- 
ent Writers of Eccleſiaſtical Matters you will hardly 


find two that agree in the ſame Number of Canonical 
Books. | 


— 5 —ꝛ:ꝛꝛdd —äÜ bů— V VIC 


* Huc uſque, nimirum ab anno evulgatæ Epiſtolæ prioris 
De Pauli ad I heſſal. ad tempus uſque editi Johannis Evangelii, 
dimidium fere dico ſeculum, ſparſi erant hi libri, ac ſeparatim 


eircumferabantur ſinguli, abſque omni” exterorum comitatu. 


Nondum enim erat facta Collectio aliqua five Epiſtolarum, five 
etiam Evangeiiorum. Non E piſtolarum certè; fiquidem de 
aliquarum ex his {eu autoribus ſeu autoritate, apud ipſas Ec- . 
cleſias Apoſtolicas ſeculis proxime ſequentibus privatim dubita- 
tum ac publice diſputatum fuit: Id quod neutiquam accidiffet 
ſi ab Jiquo Apoſtolorum adhuc ſuperſtite, ac præſertim Joanne, 
certus ipſarum numerus fuiſſet conſtitutus. Neque vero Evan- 
eliorum: de hiſce ſolis quatuor in Eccleſiã lectitandis nihil ad- 
. certe definitum erat, uti mox oſtendam. Milli Proleg. p. 23. 
+ Inter omnes vetuſtiores rerum Eccicfiaſticarum Scriptores 
vix duos in ecdem numero librorum Cancnicorum conſentientes 
reperics. Ap Entis Bibl. Sanittam, p. 376. 
AGAIN 


— 


AGAIN he fays, * No one can be ignorant, 
that ſome of the truely Canonical Books of the Apoſtles 
were doubted of im the three firſt Centuries of Chri- 
ſtianity. | LS Ke. n 


7thly. A SEVENTH Intance of their Conduct, 
is, Their owning and labouring to prove the Text of 
the Scr ipture to be precarious, e 


THE Reverend Mr. GRROG ORT of Chriſt- 
Church in Oxford ſay, Þ There is u profane Author 
whatſoever, cæteris paribus, has ſuffer'd fo much by 
the Hand of Time, as the New-Teſtament 12 


done. 


Dr. Mitts has publiſh'd a Book containing 
all the various Readings of the New Teſtament 
he has been able to meet with; and they amount, 
according to a late Author, to above 3zcooo. 


HOW the Text of Scripture is affected by 
this Work of Dr. MI I Ls, you, may fee by the 
late Learned Critique of Dr. WH IT Bx, who in 
general thus declares his Juggment of it. Says 
he, *|| The vaſt quantity of various Readings au 

07 7 Wl | 


* De nonnullis ex vere Canonicis Apoſtolorum libris, tribus 
prioribus Chriſtianiſmi ſeculis dubitarum fuiſſe, neminem fugit. 
Codex Can. vind. Edit. Clerico. p. 117. ä | 
I + Preface to his Poithumous Works. 

|| Pref. Nov. Teſt. Wetſtenii. | | 
Variantium lectionum immenſa moles multorum animos ſuf- 
penſos reddet, iiſque ſuſpiciones haud parvas injicict parum quid 
certi ex libris in omni commate, imo in omni fer* commatis parte 
variantibas, expectari poiſe. Depravationem illam teatiis 
Græci, quæ ejus autor itatem labefactet, ex magn illa lectio- 
num varietate, quam in ecemplaribus Græcis K. otephani * 
| nit, 
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A DISCOURSE © 
by the Doctor, muſt of courſe make the Mind doubtful 


or ſuſpicious that nothing certain can be expected from 


Books, where there are variousReadings in every Verſe, 


and almaſt in every part of every Verſe, MoRINUuS 7 


argu'd the Depravation of the Greek, Text, which 
ſeems to weaken its Authority, from the great Variety 


of Readings that he had found in the Manuſcript Copies 


of R. STEvHENS-. How will the Papiſts triumph 


over the Text of Scripture, when they ſee thoſe Read- 


ings made four times as many, and at length increas'd 
by a large Appendix ? Moreover, it does not alittle 
hurt our Cauſe of Proteſlancy, that the Doctor confi- 
dently affirms, That not a few Corruptions and Interpo- 


lations have happen'd almoſt from the beginning of Chri- 


ſtianity, and in the Apoſtoliek Age, 


LASTLY Dr. Mi Ls has diſcover'd a *Paſ- 
Les (very little known before, and which 
eſcap'd the Enquiries even of Father Simon, who 


has labour'd ſo much to prove the Uncertainty of 


the Text of Scripture) given an account of a ge- 


neral Alteration of the four Goſpels in the ſixth 
Century; and this recorded by Vicrox of Tmuis, 
an African Biſhop, who I fiouriſh'd in that very 
Age, in his Chronicon, which has been only Print- 
ed by Caxisius at Ingolſtad in 1600, and by Joseen 
SCALIGER in his Edition of the Chronicon of Eusg- 


11 


—TS 


— 
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nit, arguit Morinus: Quantos igitur de textu eodem trium- 
phos agent Pontificii, cum viderint eas Lectiones a Millio qua- 


druplo auctiores factas, & demum appendice copioſi locuple- 

tatas? Id inſuper cauſes noſtræ haud parum officere exiſtimo, 

quod corruptelas interpolationeſque baud paucas ab ipſis Eccle- 

ſiæ incunabilis, ævoque pænꝰ Apoſtolico, S. Scripturis aceidiſſe 

fidert-r Millius pronuncict. VWhitbyi Examen Var. Lett, Millze 

p · 3, 4. a N ; 
* Prolegom. p. 98. 


+ Cave's Hiſt, Lit. p, 415. „ 
| | rius 


N 
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mus The Paſſage is as follows, || In the Conſulſhip: 
F MxssaLLA, at the command of the Emperor ANasra- 
ius, the Hily Goſpels, as written Idiotis Evange-- 
liſtis, are corrected and amended. The Doctor like- 
wiſe tells us, that St. Ismoxk Biſhop of Seville re- 
lates the ſame Fact in his Chronicou. | 


8thly. AN Eighth Inſtance of the Conduct of 
the Clergy, by which they make Free-Thinking ne- 
ceſſary, is, Their daily publiſhing of Books concern- 
ingthe Nature of God, and the Truth and Authority of 
the Scriptures, wherein they ſuggeſt the Arguments 
of Unbelievers; and more particularly * Treatiſes in 
Dialogue, where they actually introduce Atheiſts, 
Deiſts, Sceptic hs, and Socinians, ſpeaking in behalf of 
their Opinions, and that (unleſs you will ſuppoſe 
the Prieſts to be unfair Writers in Controverſy) 
with the ſame Strength, Subtilty, and Art, thoſe 
Men ſhow either in their Books, or Converſation. 


thy. A NINTH Inſtance of the Prieſts 

Conduct. is as follows: There is but one compleat 

Ancient Syſtem of Atheiſm (viz. E,p1cu Ru 8's Sy- 

ſtem written by Lu-cxerT1 vs) left us upon Re- 

cord, and the Prieſts will not ſuffer that to lie 
lud in a learned Language; but one of them, the 
N late Reverend Mr CR EEC B. has tranſlated it 

into Engliſh Verſe, for the Benefit and Entertain- 

ment of the Engliſh Reader. And there are more 

Recommendations of Divines prefix'd before his 

Performance, than ever I ſaw before any Religious 


4] Meffalla Conſule, Anaſtaſio Tmperatore jubente, ſancta 
Evangelia, tanquam ab idiotis Evangeliſtis compoſita, repre- 
henduntur & emendantur. | 
* Lefley's Dialogue betweena Dieſt and a Chriſtian,%vs. and 
His Dialogues between a Socinian and a ( hriſtian, 40. Nichols's 
Conference with a Thieſt ; and many others. 


{4 or 
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or Devout Author whatſoever ; and thoſe all emi- 


nent and high Divines, ſuch as the Reverend Dr. 
Epw Aw BzrRnNARD, the Reverend Dr. Dux, the 


Reverend Dr. Apams, Provoſt of King's College in 


Cambridge, and the Reverend Mr Josxua BANNESs, 
and divers others; in whoſe company appears al- 
ſo the Right Modeſt and Orthodox Matron Mrs. A. 


BERN. 


rorhly. A TENTH Inſtance of their Con- 
duct, is, Their Uſe of pious Frauds in tranſlating and 


publiſhing of Books. 


IN the old Proteſtant Bible, * printed in King 
EpwARD the VI's days, and in the beginning of 
Queen EL1zAzETa's Reign in the Year 1562. the 
word 'Exxayoiz, was tranſlated every where Con- 
greoation, and not Church; whereby great offence 
was given to the Papiſts : But the Reverend Tran» 
ſlators of the preſent Common Bible have in ſome 
places render d it Aſſembly, and in others Church, 


with deſign to have us believe that the word 


Church ſignifies the Prieſt. For wherever the 
word Ext, manifeſtly fignifies the People, as 
it does in Act, 19. 32. there they render it Aſſem- 
bly : whereas had they ſaid, The Church (inſtead 
of Aſſembly) was confus'd, and the more part knew 
not mhereſore they were came together; the ſignifica- 
tion of the word Church would not have admitted 
of any doubt about its meaning. And wherever 
the meaning of the word *Exxanoie is not ſo clear 
from the Context as it 1s in the foregoing Paſſage 
of the A#s, there they tranſlate it Church; as for 
inſtance in Mat. 18. 17. Tell the Church. By which 


** 


„ * — — 


.* Parker's Liſe by Strype, p. 207, 


the 
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the Prieſts underſtand, Tell the Prieſt, Whereas 
was the word in the Orginal tranſlated univerſal- 
ly alike, either every where Church, or every 
where Aſſembly, there could be no diſpute who 
are meant by *Exxauoi«; nor by conſequence, to 
whom belong the great Privileges which are 
throughout the Scripture given to thoſe who are 
ſignify'd by that word. | 


THE Reverend Tranſlators of the Bible have put 
another pious Fraud upon us, by inſerting the word 
God in this Paſſage of the Act,; And they ſtened Ch. 7.5 
STEPHEN, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Je- 
ſas receive my Spirit; without the leaſt foundation 
either from any Manuſcript or printedCopy what- 
ſoever of the New Teſtament in any Language. 


-H LIK E-WISE, to conceal the true meaning 
of the word Laarauc, the Reverend Tranſlators 
have render'd it Overſeers, becauſe it manifeſtly ag, 20. 
Hgnifies in that place ſeveral Perſons in one Con- 28, 
gregation 3 whereas had they . tranſlated it Biſhops 
(as they do in other places) it would have ap- 
pear'd that a Scripture. Biſhop was not a Dioceſan 
. Biſhop, nay, it would have appear'd that Biſhop 
and Presbyter, (or Elder) were ſynonimous Terms 
„in the Scriptures, fince theſe very Men who are 
call'd here '£w:9x470, are call'd IIęecgd reg in th 
ſeventeenth Verſe. | N 


. THU S-to- conceal the Order of Deaconneſſes, 
and thereby keep Women (who now think they 
have no right to any higher Office than to ſweep 
che Church and open Pews) ignorant of their 
Gofpel-Privitege, PuærE is in our Tranſlation ſaid 
to be a Servant of the Church; whereas the Original Rom. 16 
&razorQ i E xxx,, Deaconneſs of the Church. ; — © 
a re TEES N 


4 DISCOURSE | 


IN the poſtſcript of the ſecond Epiſtle to Ti- 
MoOorAHY T1mOTHY is calld the firſt Biſhop of the 
Church of the Epheſians : and in/the Poſtſcript of 
the Epiſtle to Titus, TIrus is call'd the firſt 
Biſhop of the Church of the Cretians : but both theſe 
were prov'd in Parliament to be * bold and ſpurious 
| Additions made by ſome antient Prieſts, and con- 
1 tinu'd by our Reverend Editors. | 


10 give Authority to the three Creeds us d in 
the (ommon Prayer Book, and recogniz d in the 


1 Articles of the Church one is call'd the Apoſtles, 
another the Nicene, and the laſt St. Athanaſius's 


8 - whereas it is paſt diſpute, that rot one of them be- 

| Jongs to the Authors, or Author, to whom it is 
attributed. But to do juſtice to the Compilers 
of the Common Prayer Book and Articles, | do 
allow this might proceed from Ignorance as well 
as Deſign. But the Reverend Examiner of the Bi- 
ſhop of Sarum's F xpoſition on the 39 Articles is plain- 
ly tor continuing this Impoſition, when he ſays, 
[| That it would have been proper for an Expoſitor to have 
made the beſt of the Article, rather than to have taken 
pains to have ſhown the Creeds were not rightly nam d; 
and that the Biſhop's honeſt Diſcovery does not 
comport with the Deſign of the Article. "| 
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EVEN in matters of leſs conſequence they 
corrupt Books. Thus the Reverend Mr. BROWN 
Rector of Sunbridg in Kent, tranſlated into Engliſh 
| ſome Letters of Father PAur, and printed them 
8 in 1693 and in his Tranilation has ſmother'd the 
lf moſt remarkable and valuable Paſſages that are to 


A 


_ * Diurnal Occurrences, p. 123, 124. 
| + Bithop of Saram's Expoſ. p. 106, 
E | | Pref, Examin. p. 4 1. OTE 
| be 
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be found in thoſe Letters. Some of the Inſtances | 
- | will give you ſome Entertainment. W 


HE has omitted theſe words : 1. If the 
* King of England (meaning King JIAuxs the firſt) 
were not more 4 Doctor than a King. 


2. IF the King of England were not a Doctor, ſome 4 
Good might be looł d for. But the moſt remarkable , * 
Omiſſi on is this which follows. | 


3. FOR the Engliſh, fays F. PAur, I fear. The 
great Power of the Biſhops, tho under a King, makes 
me ſuſpect ſomething. For whenever they have an 
eaſy Prince, or an Archbiſhop of an high Spirit, the 
Roval Power will dwindle, and the Biſhops will aſpire — 
to an abſolute Dominion. Methinks I ſee in England 
the Horſe bridled and ſaddled, and the old Rider, as 
T gueſs, will ſhortly get upon his back. 5 


THE Reverend Tranſlator of BauicaR TE Travels 
in Cyurcui.'s Collection of Voyages, has ſtifled a 
Paſſage that contain twovery remarkable articu- 
Jars, which are as follows : + Without the City of 
Grand Cairo on the Banks of the Nile, they ſhow'd us 
4 Moſque, where, during the time of Divine Service, 
the Dead are ſaid to come out of their Graves, and to 
Continue out of the ground as long as Divine Service 


— = — 
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* Preface, p. 49. | ; i 
+ Extra urbem in ripà Nili Muſchkza quædam nobis mon- 
ſtrata eſt, ubi tempore quo ſacra peragunt. humati e ſepul-rts 
prodire dicuntur, ac donec ſuos opinione ſacros ritus peragunt, 

ſtabiles immoblieſque conſiſtere & demum diſparere quot qui 
ignoret in Cairo nemo eſt, Vidimus inſuper ib; acum quencam 


ingentem, Nilo contiguum. qui ſingulis annis fertur rubeſœre 
initar cruoris ; quod forte fit in memoriam plagæ iliius Fg ptiæ, 
que aquz omnes in ſanguinem verſæ memorantur. Peres rinati- 


holde, 


enes, „ 1. Co 18. 
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holds, and than to waniſh out of ſigbt. This is affirmed 
by every body in Grand Cairo. We ſaw likewiſe © 


1 there 4 certain great Lake, which is reported to be as 


1 red as Blood once a-'year ? which perhaps continues in 


Ts Gre 7.41 WES PW . — ret * — mY 5 r 
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memory of that Egyptian Plague, by which the Waters 


ix of Egypt were ſaid to be turn d into Blood. 


THE RightReverend Biſhop Fur corrupted in 
many places OOo Hiſtory and Antiquities of the 


ll @Qniverſity of Oxford while it was in the Preſs ; 
if and in particular ſtruck out ſeveral Paſſages 


wherein Woop had done juſtice to Mr. Hoszes 


5 and inſerted others in their ſtead, derogatory to 


his Fame and Character. 


| OF this, Mr. Woop himſelf acquainted Mr. 
{ Hopses, and you have the Curioſity. to ſee wha 
the Alterations were, you may find them in 
114. Hoppzs's Life. | 


IN ſhort, theſe Frauds are very common in all 
Books which are publiſh'd by Prieſt or Prieſtiy 
Men; and becauſe ſome few may think amiſs of 
em for it, | will nor conceal the Apology that 

may be made for this Practice. ache | 


IT is certain, they may plead the Authority of 
the Fathers for Forgery, Corruption, and mangling of 
Authors, with more reaſon than for any of their 
Articles of Faith. For St. IxRO ſays, * Tf theres 


* di igituc, quæ bona ſunt tranſtuli, & mala vel amputa vi 
vel correxi vel tacui, arguendus ſum, cum per me Latini bona 
Origenis habeant & mala 1gnorent ? di hoc eſt erimen, arguatur 
& Hilarius. . Sit in culpa Vercellenſis, qui omnium Pſalmorum 


commentarios heretici hominis (Euſebii Cæſarienſis) vertit in 
noſtrum eloquium, hæretica prætermittens. Taceo de ViRorino 
Fictavionenſi & ceteris------- ne non tam me defendere, quam ſo-— 
. eltorum crimunis videor quærere. Adv. Vig ilantium. Op. 
Tom. 2. P. 312, 313. Ed, Eraſmi. : {2330 


BY fore 


r e S n 
— - a 


of FREE-TAHINKINe. 
fore I have tranſlated the good things of Ox 6 #'N; and © 
 correFed or conceal'd the bad, am I to he blam d for 
making Men acquainted with what is go-d in him, and 
| keeping em ignorant of what is bad in him If this 
be a Crime, St. HILARY is as guvlty as Tam: EU- 
SEBIUS VERCELLENS1S is likewiſe in fault, who 
tranſlated into Latin the ' Commentaries of Euskglus 
1 rand | Heretick, but has omitted all his 
 Heriſies. I ſay nothing of Victorinus and 

others, left I ſhould ſeem not ſo much to defend my 
| ſelf, as to ſeek Complices in the ſame Crime, | 


I MIGHT go on to aftign other Inſtances of 
the Prieſts Conduct; ſuch as their Declamations a- 
gainſt Reaſon ;, their Arts and Metheds of diſcouraging 
Fe into the Truths of Religion; and 
their encouraging Examination when Authority is 

againſt them, or when they think that Truth is 

clearly on their ſide ; their inſtilling Principles into 

Youth, &c. But that I may not run this Letter 

into too great a length, I forbear inſiſting on theſe 

arid many other Inſtantes of their Conduct, which 

I could aſſign. And therefore ſhall now conclude 

from thoſe foregoing, That fince the Prieſts, not 

only of different Religions and Sets, but of the 
ſamesect, are infinitely divided in Opinion about the 

Nature and Attributes of God, and the Authority 

and Meaning of Scriptures; ſince we have Prieſts 
who acknowiedg the Doctrines of our Church, 
which they have ſolemnly ſworn to preach up, to 
be contradictory to one another and to Reaſon, and 
that ſeveral Abuſes Defetts, and fal ſe Doctrines are 
erept into the Church; ſince they profeſs they will 
not tell the Truth themſelves, and make it matter 
of Reproach in the Clergy to tell the Truth; ſiuce 
they prejudice Men againſt: their own Doctr ines, 
by Infinuacions ot- lnfidelity aud Nereſy —_— 
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A DISCOURSE © 
all good Chriſtians who are Men of Senſe, ſince 
they render. both theCanon and Text of Scripture 
precarious and uncertain; ſince they fill Mens 
heads with irreligious Notions by publiſhing the 


Arguments of Infidels, and reviving the old Sy- 


ſtems of Atheiſm ; and laſtly, ſince they are guil- 
ty, on ſo many occaſions, of Frauds in the pub- 


liſhing of Books: we have no way of ſettling our 


ſelves in a right Notion of God ; in the Reception 


of the preſent Canon of Scripture; and that Sa- 


cred Greek Text of the New Teſtament which is 


commonly printed; and in theBeliefof the Doctrine 
and Practice of the Diſcipline and Worſhip of the 


Church of England as founded on that pure Text; 
nor can we be eaſy in ourbwn Minds, under the 
Prejudices and Difficulties which the Prieſts put 
into us againſt theſe Truths, but by ceaſing to rely 
on them, and thinking freely for our ſelves... 


_ 2 ** 


r, 
HAVE frequently obſerv'd ii Conyerſation 
that Men are more led by certain Difficulties 

and Objections, which they pick up, to reject 


3 


what is certain and true, than they are to admit 


any thing for true by virtue of a proof 4 priori. 


Wherefore | will now confider the principal Ob- 


jections | have met with, in the mouths of the 
Sincere, to Examination and Free Thinking. 


1ſt. IT is objected, That to ſuppoſe Men haue 4 
right to think on all Subjects, is to engage them in En- 
quiries for which they are no ways qualify'd ; the Bulk 
of Mankind really wanting a Capacity to think juſtly a- 
bout any Speculations : and therefore tis abſurd to aſ- 
ſert that Men have a right to think freely, much more 
that it is their Duty to think freely. To which I An- 
ſwer, i 1. THAT 


9 


c 9 e n n 9 D e * 
„ 8 
F 


f FREE-TmiNKING 81 
1. THA to aſſert only a bare Right in any 
Man to do a thing, implies a Right in him to let 
it alone, if he thinks fit. And therefore no Man 
need engage himſelf in any Enquiries by virtue of 
his Right to think freely, unleſs he judges himſelf = 
ſufficiently qualify'd. | 8 


2. TO affert it is all Mens Duty to think freely 
on certain Subjects, engages them only in Enqui- 
ries on thoſe Subjects, which they who contend 
for the Neceſſity of all Mens aſſenting to certain 
Propofitions, muſt allow all Men are qualify d to 
do. For the only way to know what Opinion 1 
ought to have in any matter, is to think about 
that matter; and to ſuppoſe that God requires 
me to believe any Opinion, and has not put into 
my power the means of knowing what that Opi- 
nion is, is abſurd. | 1 


3. SUPPOSING the Bulk of Mankind do want 
the Capacity to think freely on matters of Specula . 
tion, I do then allow, that Free-Thinking can be 
no Duty; and the Prieſts muſt likewiſe allow, 
that Men can be no way concern'd about Truth 
ox Falſhood in ſpeculative matters, and that the 
F Beliefof no Opinions can be juſtly requir'dof them. 
But ſtill the Right to think freely will remain un- 
touch'd for all thoſe who are diſpos'd to think freely. 


— 


2dly. II is objected, That to allow and encourage 
Aſen to think freely, will produce endleſs Diviſions in 
Opinion, and by conſequence Diſorder in Society, To. 
w ich T auſtet, . e 36s 2 


1. LE JT any Man lay down a Rule to prevent 
Diverſity, of Opinions, which will not be as fer- 
tile of Diverſity of Opinions as Free-Thinking ;, or 
if it prevents Diverſity of Opinions, will not be a 
To | F Remedy 
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ke MERE Diverſity. of Opinions has no tenden- 
cy in nature to Confuſion in Society. The Pytha- 


| gore ans, Epicureans, Stoicks. Platoniſts, Academicks,. 
Cynicks, and Stratonicks, all exiſted in Greece at the 


ſame time, and differ'd from one another in the 
moſt important Points, viz. concerning the Free- 


dom of human Actions, the Immortality and Im- 
materiality of the Soul, the Being and Nature of 


the Gods, and their Government of the World : 
And yet no Confuſion ever aroſe in Greece on ac- 


. count of this Diverfity of Opinions. Nor did the 


infinite Variety of Religions and Worſhips among 
the Ancients ever e any great Diſorder or 
Confuſion Nay, ſo little Polemick Divinity was 


Remedy worls than the Diſcaſeę; and I will yield 


there among them, and ſo little miſchief did the 


Heathen Priefts do, that there are no Materials 
for that ſort of Hiſtory calꝰd Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory : 
for, as that univerſal Scholar, Gnorius, obſerves, 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory conſiſts of nothing but the Wicks 
edne ſs of the governing Clergy. And the true reaſon 
why no ill effect follow'd thisDiverſity of Opinions 


was, becauſe Men generally agreed in that mild 


and Fe of allowing one another to 
think freely, and to have different Opinions. 
Whereas had the common practice of Calumny 


us d among us prevail'd among them, or had they 


condemn'd one another to Fire and Faggot, Impri- 


ſonment and Fines in this World, and Damnation 
in the next, and by theſe means have engag ' d the 


Paſſions of the ignorant part of Mankind in their 
ſeveral Parties; then Confuſion, Diſorder, and 
every evil Work had follow'd as it does at this day 
among thoſe who allow no Liberty of Opinion. 


Qui legit hiſtoriam Eceleſiaſticam, quid legit niſi Epiſco- ; 
5 We 


porumvitia 7 Epiſtelæ. p. 7. col. 3. 
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We may be convinc'd of this by our own Expe- 
rience. How many diſputes are there every where 
among Philoſophers, Phyſicians, and Divines; 
which, by the allowance of free Debate, produce 
no ill effects? Further, let any Man look into 
the Hiſtory and State of the Turks, and he will ſee 
the influence which their tolerating Principles and 
Temper have on the Peace of their Empire. It is 
affirm'd in their Alcoran, '-| That one who lives as 
he ought to do, whether he be Chriſtian or Jew, or 
whether he, hath forſaken one Profeſſion to embrace a- 
not her; every one that adores God, and does the thing 
that is good, ſhall undoubtedly obtain the Love of 
God: And purſuant to their Principles has been 
their Practice; for from the beginning of their 
Empire to this day, they have tolerated various 
Sects, and particularly Chriſtians (upon the 
terms of paying a ſmall Tribute) tho thoſe Chriſ- 
tians eſteem their Prophet an Impoſtor, and would 
infallibly extirpate with Fire andSword their pre- 
ſent Protectors, if the Empire was in their hands. 
The Peace of the Turkiſh Empire is ſo perfect (in 
reſpect to the Peace among Chriſtians) by virtue 
of the Charity and Toleration which prevail a- 
mong them, that our pious Biſhop TAYLOR ſays, 
* He could not but eæpect that God would enlarge the 
Bounds of the Turkiſh Empire, or ſome way or other 
puniſh Chriſtians by reaſon of their pertinacious diſpu- 
ting of things unneceſſary, undeterminable and unproſita- 
ble, and for their hating and per ſecut ing their Bre- 
thren, which ſhould he as dear to them as their own. 
Lives, for not conſenting ta one another's Follies and 

| ſenſleſs Vanities. | So that it is evident Matter of 
Fact, that a Reſtraint upon Thinking is the cauſe of 
all the Confuſion which is retended to ariſe from 
Diverſity of Opinions; and that Liberty of Think» 

+ Azoaraz, © * Epiltle Ded. to Liberty of Propheſying. 
4 r  - .... 
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_ ingis the Remedy for all the Diſorders which are 
pretended to ariſe from Diverſity of Opinions. 


3aly. IT is objected, That if Free- Thinking be 
allow'd, it is poſſible ſome Men may think themſelves, 
into Atheiſm > which is eſteem d the greateſt of all 
Evils in Government. To which I anſwer. 


1. MY Lord Bacon fays, * The contemplative 
Atheiſt is rare: But many Divines maintain that 
there never was a real Atheiſt in the World. And 
the Matter of Fact is ſo uncertain as to be made a 
Problem, there ſeems to need no proviſion againſt 

ſuch a Monſter. 1 FEE kt) 


2. IF there is any ſuch rare Monſter as an Atheiſt, 
Davip has given us his Character in theſe woxdes, 
The Fool bath ſaid in his heart, there is no God; that 
3s, no one denies the Exiſtence of a God but ſome 
idle, unthinking ſhallow Fellow. And Mr. 
Hosnexs ſays, That they who are capable of inſpecting 
the Veſſels of Generation, and Nutrition, and not think- 
them made for their Ends by an underſtanding Being, 
ought to be efteem'd deſtitute of Underſtanding them- 
ſelves: And my Lord Bacon further judici- 
ouſly remarks, || Philoſophy enclineth mens Minds 
to Atheiſm, but Depth in Philoſophy bringeth mens 
Minds about to Religion. Arid his Obſervation is 
confirm'd by Experience. For in ignorant Popiſn 
Countries, where Free- Thinking paſſes for a Crime, 
Atheiſm moſt abounds ; for Free- Thinting being 
baniſh'd, it remains only for Men to take up their 
Religion upon truſt from the Prieſt: which being 


* Eflays, 5. 93. 42. 

I Quik machinas omnes tum Generationis, tum Nutritionis 
ſatis perſpexerint, nec tamen eas a mente aliqua conditas or- 
dinataſque ad ſua quaſque officia viderint, ipſi profecto ſine 


nente eſſe cenſendi ſunt, De Homing, c. 1. 


U 'Eflays, p. 90. | _ ſuch 
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ſuch a Jeft upon all things ſacred, by making the 


Truths of God to depend on the various and con- 


tradictory Whimſies of intereſted and fallible Men, 


half-witted and unthinking People, who can eaſi- 
ly ſee through this, conclude all alike the Prieſt 


ſays. So that Ignorance is the foundation of A- 
-theiſm, and Free- Thinking the Cure of it. And 
thus tho it ſhould be allow'd, that ſome Men by 
Free- Thinking may become Atheiſts, yet they will 


they can never be ſo numerous where Free- Think- 


ever be fewer in number if Free- Thinting were 


permitted, than if it were reſtrain d. 


3. BUT ſuppoſing that Free-Thinking will pro- 
duce a great number of Atheiſts; yet it is certain 


ing is allow'd, as the Superſtitions and Enthuſgaſts 


will be, if Free-Thinking were reſtrain' d. Ah if 


"theſe latter are equally or more miſchievous to So- 


ciety than the former, then it is better to allow 
of Free- Thinking, tho it ſhould increaſe the number 


of Atheiſts, than by a Reſtraint of Free- Thinking 
to increaſe the number of ſuperſtitious People and 
Enthuſiaſts. Now that Exthuſiaſtr and ſuperſtitious 


People are more miſchievous to Society, I will 


prove to you in the judicious Remarks of two Men 


Reputation; all whic 


of great Authority. 


# p - 


MV Lord Bacon ſays, & Atheiſm leaves a Man 


to Senſe, to Philoſophy, to natural Piety, tu Laws, to 
; be Guides, ta an outward 


moral Vertue, tho Religion were not: But Superſtition 


» 
= 


£ 


arſmounts all theſe, and erected an abſolute Monar 
ch in the Minds of Men. i There fore Atheiſm did 4 
never perturb States; for it mateth Men wary ef 


themſelves, as looking no further : and we ſee the 


. 


2d % 
* 
hls 


Times inclin'd to Atheiſm (as the Times of AuGUs- 
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Tus Camel were civil Times, | But Superſtition hath 

F897 the Confuſion of many States ; and bxingeth in a 
new Primum Mobile, that raviſheth a all the Mnf 
un ament. 


| f 71 
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he Goodneſs of 25 Evil will 25 the Lay wicked 
Meant. In @ mor, they both mate a Cloke of Reli- 
gion for Covertouſneſs, Ambition and Cruelty : They 
wil both lye, as (1 rob, and rebel for holy Ghurch 
and. Religion; and there neuer yet Was any Holy 
League, Covenant, or Aſdciat ion, to begin and carry 
on Kebellion, undler the baly 1 Pretence of Religion, where- 
zn he Kingleaders were not Ath t or Enthuſiaſts. 
and of. the two it 16. 6 1 to tell As 1 hath done m C 
miſchief in any Kingdaw, But. the e Enthuſiaſt make 
the more taling and plauſble Hypocrite of the two z be 
can ſooner melt into Tears, and mare naturally coun- 
; texfeit the ſpiritual Man among. the People, and tranſ- 
11 himſelf with. a better grace into an Angel of Leger. 


5 14000 IT; 15 WY That. the Prieſts 4 are fat 
apart to think freely for the Laity, and are to he xely'd 
en, as Lawyers, Phyſicians, &c. are in their Jn veral 


| Fed. 10 Fl anſwer. oak ty? 


e Bis þ H A oo no Man is exclu FRAY guchzi 
Law or Phyſick, becauſe there do om. of Sing 
Profeſſions, nor from folowing his own Judgment 
when he his ſick, or in Law; nor is there 
any reaſon why a Man, wha is not a Dottor.jn 
hy ſick or a Serjeant at Law, may not underſtand 
as much Law and Phyſick Aber of Wee ' in 


I” 


* 
Ly 
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7 Vile. on Tilt and Burnet, p. 24. EM 
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like manner, the ſetting Men apart for the Stud) 
of Divinity, does not exclude others from the 
Study of Divinity, nor from following their 
Judgment about a Point in Divinity, nor from 
knowing as much Divinity as any Doctor in Nivi- 
nity, And by conſequence. there is no neceſſity to 
rely on any Man's judgment, either in Law Phy- 
fick, or Divinity. And this puts me in mindof 
a Paſſage in Mr. LEH CIIRHRC's late Bibliot heque 
Choiſie, Tom. 25. p. 130. A Gentleman asR'd a 
Proprietor of New-Jerſey in America (Where there 
are few Inhabitants beſides Quakers) Whether 
they bad any Lawyers among them Then," Whether 
they had any Phyſicians? And laſtly, Whether they 
had any Prieſts ! Jo all which the Proprietor anſwerd 
in erder, No. O happy Country l replies the Gen- 
leman, That muſt be a Paradiſe ! ; 
; e 221 1 
are oblig d in matters gf Law and Phyſick to rely 
on ſome one in thoſe Prafeſſipns,. the Parallel, will 
not not hold from Law, and Fhyſick to Nivinity, 


1 
* 


and the Caſes are differęnt in thele following re- 


1 rot du eee een 
(i.) WHEN I thro ungkilfuln in Lax or 
phyſick rely on ſome; Lawyer or Phyſicjan, A am 
by no means under an Obligation implicitiy te be- 
Veve the Pr inciples or Opinions upon which the 
one preſcribes ot the other acts, or ſo much as to 
know any think in raff about them. I he Phyr 
fician may cure me of a Diſtemper, and the Law- 
yer may get me my Right, let the Ignorange in 
either Profeſſion to be ſo great: Lheie are mat- 
ters which can be tranſatted by a.:DgpatysW hereas 
in matters of Divinity I am oblig'd to believe cer- 
tain Opinions my ſelf, and can depyre,uo Man to - 
believe for me; nor will any Man's Belief ſave 
; = 4 | F 43 ; . me, . 
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me, except my own. So that it is my Duty to 


think for my ſelf in matters of Religion, and Iam 


at liberty whether I will ftudy Law or Phyſick. 


nn ) PRIESTS "RY no intereſt to lead me to 
true Opinions, but only to the Opinions they have 


{lifted themſelves to profeſs, and for the moſt part 


into miſtaken Opinions: For it is manifeſt that 


all Prieſts, except the Orthodox, are hir'd to 


lead Men into Miſtakes. Whereas there are no 
Lawyers nor Phyſicians ſet apart and hif d to de- 
fend miſtaken Opinions in thoſe Profeſſions. And 

their Intereſt, as to Succeſs, is the ſame with 


their Clients and Patients; but rhe Prieft! 8 Intereſt 
ig moſtly different from that of the e * Þ 
Layman wants to know the Truth, and th e Wale ; 


Ae to have him of his Opinion. 5 


I 


Ai £3, PRIESTS are not ſet apart füge Di- 


vinity, as Lawyers and Phyſicians are to ftudy 
Law and Phyſick. The Pfieſts do not ſtudy Di- 
vinity properly ſocall'd; but only! how to maintain 
a certain Syftem of Divinity. Thus the Popiſh, 
-Mahonittan,” Pitheran, Fewiſh, Siameſe, and 1 
teri Priefts, ſtudy their ſeveral Syſtems. Where- 
as Phyſiczans are not ty'd down to Hippocia- 
EV or GAT EN, or PARACELSUS, but have 
All Nature and all Mens Obſervations before them, 


| without any Obligation to ſubſcribe im nt dar to 


any one: nor have Lawyers any Rule, but the 

Law it ſelf, which they are at erty, ts interpret 

according to its real h bein 8 bound by no 
55 


Articles or e t int pret it others 
Wipp. 5 
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is the worſt which'c can befal ne 3but 111 fro to a 


Prieſt 
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eternally damn d. 


Prieſt who is in the wrong, 1 am ſuppos d to be 


3. BUT thirdly I anſwer, that ſuppoſing the 
Caſes are parallel, no Benefit will follow to any 
Ser of Prieſts in particular, nor will there be any” 
prevention of Diverſity of Opinions, or of any 
other of thoſe Evils which Free-Thinking is ſup- 
posd to produce. For if the Caſes are parallel, 
then Men may chuſe their own Priefts, as they 


chuſe their own Lawyers and Phyſicians. And if 


omnem religionem funditus ſuſtulerunt! De Naturd Der, I. 1. 


ſo then one Man will chuſe WILLIAM PENN, 
another DANIEL BURO BSS, a third Dr. Swirr 
or Dr. Ar T RHE U Tx, and ſo on. And if they 
may chuſe Prieſts of different Opinions, why may 
they notas well think for themſelves ? ſince it is 
impoſſible for Men by thinking for themſelves to 
differ in Opinion more from one another, and to 
hate and perſecute one another more thorow ly, 
than they muſt do upon granting them a liberty to 
chuſe Prieſts of different ſorts. een 
„% ( ((( | 


Sthly. IJ is objefted, That certain Speculations 
(tho falſe) are neceſſary to be impds'd on Men, in 
order to aſſiſt the Magiſtrate in'preſerving the Peace of 
Society: And that it is pant ee e e to 
deceive Men into Opinions for their own Good, as it is 
in certain caſes to deceive Children; and N | 
it muſt be abſurd to engage Men in thinking on Subjects 
hers Error is uſeful and Truth injurious to them. 
To which 1 anſwer, - _ 10 191 


1. THAT this is an irreligious Objection, and is 


ſo treated by CIcERO in the Perſon of Cor rA. 


Says he, * What do yau think of thoſe Men, who 


* Quid? ii quidixerunt totamde Diis immortalibus opinio- 
nem fictam eſſe ab hominibus ſapientibus Reipublice cauſa, ut 
quos ratio non movet, eos ad officium Religio duceret, nonne 


have © 
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have ſaid that the Opinion of the Exiſtence of the im- 


Good; that they who would not be govern'd by Reaſon, 
might be influenc'd by Religion to do their Duty? 
Have not they deſtroy'd all Religion. bo : 
2. WILL grant the Reaſoning contain'd in 
the Objection to be founded on a juſt Principle, viz» 
That the Good of Society is the Rule of whatever 
Is to be allow'd or reſtrain'd ; and I will likewiſe 
rant, that if Errors are uſeful to human Society, 
hey ought to be impos'd.: and conſequently I 
muſt allow the Inference. That Thinking ought to 
be reſtrain d. But then I affirm, That the Rule is 
as falſly as it is jrreligiouſly-apply'd, and that both 
Experience and Reaſon demonſtrate the Impoſit ion 
of Speculations, whether true or falſe, to be ſo 
far from being a Benefit, that it has been and muſt 


- 


be the greateſt Miſchief that has ever befel OT, can 


— - 


befal Mankind. 


(r.) Luſt, Covetouſneſs, Revenge, and Ambi - 
tion have in all Ages more or leſs plagued the 


World, and been the Source of great Diſorders. 
But Zeal to impoſe Speculations has not only had 


the ſame effects in common with thoſe Paſſions, 
but has carry'd Men to a pitch of Wickedneſs, 
which otherwiſe Eye had not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nor had enter d into the Heart of Man to conceive. 
For what ancient or modern Hiſtory can parallel 
the Brutality of * Religioas Zealots ? What, the 
numerous Maſſacres, Deſolations, and Murders 


for Religion, in particular the Maſſacres of 


France and Ireland, and the Diſolations and Mur- 
ders committed by the} Spaniards in the Weſt- 


e Natlas infoſtas hominibus beltias, ut funt Abi Pirates 
plerique Chriſtianorum, expertus. Ammian. Marcell, p. 302, 


Indies ? 


Ed. Veleſi, 


mortal Gods was invented by wiſe Men for the publick 


. * fo 
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Indies? What, the complicated Wickedneſs 
and Cruelty of our Engliſh Clergy, whom, as Bi- 
 thop Tarrok tells us, HENRY the Fourth, becauſe 
he »ſurp'd, the Crown, was willing by all means to en- 
dear by murdering Hereticks,that ſo he might be ſure 
of them to all his purpoſes? And what, that ſteddy 
_ Lifting Machine of Slavery, Villany and Cruelty, 
the Tribunal of the Inquiſition? The moſt irre- 
gular of our other Paſſions decay with Time, and 
their miſchievous Effects are reftrain'd by good 
Senſe and human Policy; and we have fome Paſ- 
ſions inf us, ſuch as Pity, Good-Nature and Hu- 
manity, which help to preſerve a tolerable Bal- 
lance in the human Machine. But Religious Zeal 
gathers ſtrength with Time, bears down common 
Senſe and Policy, leaps the pounds of natural Hu- 
manity, and vanquiſhes all the tender Paſſions. 
Wherefore that excellent Prelate, Archbiſhop 
T1xLLoTSON, very juſtly obſerves, || That 12 
will be hard to determine how many Degrees of Inno- 
ceny and Good- Nature, or of Coldneſs and Indifferency 
in Religion, are neceſſary to over-ballance the Fury of a 
blind Zeal : ſince ſeveral Zealots had been excellent 
| Men, if their Religion had not. hinder'd them, if the 
Doctrines and Principles of their Church had not per- 
verted and ſpoil'd their natural Diſpoſitions, 


(2) THE great Charge of ſupporting ſuch num- 
bers of Men as are neceſſary to maintain Impoſiti- 

ons, is aBurden upon Society which was never felt ” 
on any other occaſion. For! ſuppoſe it will be 
_allow'd me, that the Revenues belonging to the 
Orders of Prieſts, Monks, and Fryars, in Popiſh 
Countries, are à greater Tax bn the Subject, and 
have introduc'd a greater degree of Poverty, than 
has ever been felt from any Lay- Tyrants or Con- 


I Epiſt, Ded. before Liberty of Prophelying, * + 
I Sermons, vol, 3. p. 264 277. 
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querors : for the latter have been contented * 
temporary Plunder only, without concerning 


themſelves how to find out ways to make Man- 


kind Beggars for ever. The Charge alone there- 
fore of ſupporting ſuch a number of Eccleſiaſticks, 
3s a great Evil to Society, tho it ſhould be ſup- 
os'd the Eccleſiaſiicks themſelves were employ'd 
In the moſt innocent manner imaginable, viz. in 
mere eating and drinking. 


3. IN anſwer to the Objection I affirm, That 
the Peace and Ordef of human Society depending 
upon, or rather confiſting in the Practice of mo- 
Tal Duties; if you impoſe any 18 on Mankind but 
what is moral, the Zeal to perform that muſt of 
courſe abate Mens Zeal in the Practice of moral 
Duties, and conſequently prejudice. the Peace of- 
n V8 


(1.)F OR, extending of Zeal to other Objects 
beſides Morality, muſt take off a Portion of our 


of 


Zeal for the Pradice of Moralit 7. 
(2.)SI NCE Mankind can neyer be perfect in 


the performance of their Duty they will ever chuſe 


to be punctual in that which is eaſieſt to be done: 


and therefore if you impoſe any Speculations on 
Men, they will not fail in their Zeal for them, and 


leave a proportionable ſhare of Morality undone. 


(3-) IT is matter of daily experience, that Zeal 
for impoſing Speculations does deſtroy the Pra- 


tice of Morality ; and every Religious Sect gives 


us a proof of it. For is it not obvious, that if 


you contend earreftly for the Doctrines of your 


Sect, and againſt the Doctrines of all other Sects; 


and in particular, if you are zealous for the Inde- 


pendent Power of the Prieſt, his ſole Right to 


preach, 


t 
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preach, and his Power to damn or ſave at his plea- 5 


I 
D - * 
pa 
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ſure: you ſhall be ſo far indulg'd in Vice and 


Wickedneſs, as to have it conceaPd if poſſible, and 
if made publick, to have it colour'd over with the 
moſt charitable Conſtruction imaginable? Where- 
as, if you are againſt Predeſtination in Scotland, or 
Tranſubſtantiation in France, or againſt Power of 


the Prieft in either County, you ſhall be repreſent- 


ed as the moſt infamous Wretch (tho they have 
no particular Immorality to charge upon you, 


and all your innocent or virtuous Actions ſhall 


be conſtrued after the moſt uncharitable manner. 


FURTHER, Are not the Streets of the 
City of London, beyond thoſe of all other Cities 
whatſoever, full of common Whores, who are 
in effect publickly tolerated in their Wickedneſs ? 
And are not the Men who have dealings with them 
free from all Puniſhment almoſt from Cenſure ? 
And yet few or no Complaints are made, of this 


Wickedneſs in the open Streets, either from the 
Pulpit or the Preſs. But if any man aſſerts that a Lay- 


man may ſprinkle Water in 4 Child's Face, or make 


a Diſcourſe in publick upon a Text of Scripture ; 


the Preſs rings with the Crime, and Dr. Sachkvx- 


REL cries out from the Pulpit, *That the Engliſh 
Fanatic, who ſets up Lay-Elders, is the greateſt 


Monſter upon earth. | 
BESIDES, they who have an intereſt to en- 


large their Sect and keep it united, know that no- 


thing tends ſo much to its Increaſe and Union, as the 
Toleration of Vice andWickedneſs to as great a de- 
gree as they can conveniently : for by that means 
they are ſure to engage all the Regues and Viciout 


(and by conſequence the Fools who will ever be led 
by them) in their Party. And therefore wherever 


5 


2 Aſſze-Sermon at Oxford, Anno 1704. 
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the Power of the Prieſt is at the height, they pro- re. 
ceed ſo far in the encouragment of Wickedneſs, as pu 
to make all Churches Sanctuaries or Places of Pro- 2 
teltion. Pope Pius V. confets*d the Secret of ſup- 
porting 4 Church, when upon hearing that the Pro- 
teſtants were in earneſt againſt Adultery and Forni- ſe 
cation, he ſaid, * If they will not allow of ſuch kind. 4 
of ſport in their Religion, it will never be of any long 
duration. And this Secret was early put in pra- 
ctice with ſucceſs; for Zoziuus tells us + That. js 
Consranting the Great, after he had committed ſuch: t 
horrible Villanies which the Pagan Prieſts told him were t 
not to be expiated in their Religion, being aſſur'd by an T 
Egyptian ( Biſhop) that there was no Villany ſo \ 
great, but was to be expiated by the Sacraments of the 1 
Chriſtian Relipion, embrac'd the new Impiety (fo Zo» t 
z1MUS impiouſly calls the Chriſtian Religion) «nd 

uitted the Religion of his Anceſtors. And this Conver- . 
ion of the Emperor CoxsrAx r gave occaſion to | 


ever ſays he, is guilty of Rapes, Murders, Sacrilege, 
or any other abominable Crime; let him be waſh'd with 


— —_— 


— 22 . ” ” 


* Non ft chiava in queſta Religione, non durera. Confeſ. 
Cath. de Sancy, liv. 1. c. 1. * 
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Water, and he will become. pure and holy: and if he 
relapſes into the ſame Impiety, he will again become: 


Para ee holy, by thumping his Breaſt, and beating his. 
He . | 47 % 


4+. 01 


thy, IT is objected, That Free-Thinkars i them- © 
ſelves are the moſt infamous, wicked, and ſenſleſs af 
all Mankind. 00 


T HIS Objection of Wickedneſs and Ignorance 
is made by all Sects one againſt another, and ſerves; 
to keep the ſeveral Herds and Folds of Men united 
together, and againſt. one another, And tho in 
reality Men of all Seas are much alike as to Senſe, 
where Literature equally prevails, '; and every-/ 
where the ſame as to their Lives and Converſati- 
tions (as is obvious to any indifferent Perſon) yet 
thro ſuch Spectacles do Men ſee the Defetts of o- 
thers, ſo partial are they to themſelves ſo ready to 
believe ill Reports of thoſe with whom they have 
any difference in Opinion, and to believe good of 

_ thoſe with whom they agree in Opinion; ſo apt 
to put an ill Conſtruction on any Actions of the 
former, and a good one on any Actions of the lat- 

ter; that nothing but the moſt familiar Inter- 
courſe imaginable ean make Men, who are go- 

vern'd by one ſort of Prieſts, think they are like 
thoſe in Undeſtanding and Morals who are go- 
vern'd by another fort. But this Objection, as 
it is. urg*d againſt Free · Thinkers, is ſtill with more 
difficulty to be remov d by them; becauſe they 
who have Leiſure, Application, Ability and 
Courage to think freely, are ſo few in number in 
reſpett of any other Sect, that they muſt be leſs | 
able by Converſation in the World to anfwer-an 
Objection - againſt themſelves, ſo early planted in 
Mens Minds, and {o carefully cultivated. How: 
ever, I think it may be much eaſier man pon 
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 Pajtr, and may de ſhown to be more unjuſtly 
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urg'd againſt Free-Thinkers.' than againſt any other 
fort of Men whatſoever. In anſwer to it there- 
fore, I obſerve; | Ts” 


. HAT Men who uſe their Underſtand- 


ings, muſt-have more Senſe than they who uſe 


them not; and this I take to be ſelf-evident. 
And as to the other part of the Objection, I aſſert, 
That Free-Thinkers muſt} as ſuch, be the moſt vir- 
tuous Perſons every where: ESR 


25 (1. ) B EC Aus E if any Man preſumes td 


think for himſelf, and in conſequence of that de- 
__ from the Sentiments of the Herd of Man- 

ind among whom he lives, he is fure to draw 
upon himſelf the wholeMalice of thePrieſt,and of 
all who believe in him, or who hope to make their 
Fortune by pretending to believeinhim(whichmuſt 


| of courſe be 999 of 1000) and can have no Credit 


but what his Virtue, in ſpite of his Enemies, ne- 
ceſſarily procures for him. Whereas any profligate 
Fellow is ſure of Credit, Countenance and ſupport, 
in any Sett or Party whatſoever, tho he has no o- 
ther quality to recommend him than the worſt of 
all Vices, 4 blind Zeal to his Sect or Party. The 
Free-Thinker therefore is for his own ſake in this 
World oblig'd to be virtuous and honeſt ; But the 


. Bigot is under no ſuch Obligation; and beſides, 


has the temptation to become a Knave, becauſe ſo 
many weak People of all Parties are ready to put 


their confidence in him purely for his Bigotry. 


(.) BECAUSE, whoever applies himſelf to 


any Action, much more to Free-Thinking (which 
requires great Diligence and Application of Mind 


muſt by that Habit expel all thoſe vicious Diſpoſi- 

tions and Paſſions, by which every Man out of 

action is toſs d and goveru'd, 1 
| (3-) BE. 
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(3.) BES ID ES, by much Thinking only, are 
Mien able to comprehend in their minds the 
whole compaſs of human Life, and thereby to de- 
monſtrate to themſelves, that Miſery and Un- 
happineſs" attend the Practice of Vice, and 
Pleaſure and Happineſs the Practice of Virtue, in 
this Life; and that to live pleaſantiy; they muſt 
live virtuouſly, For who, ſays CIC EBRO, lives 
pleaſantly, except him who delights in his Duty, and 
has well conſider d and ſettled his manner vf Life; and 
who obeys the Laws not out of Fear, bit obſerves and 
regards them becauſe he judges it the'beF think he ran 
do? Whereas we ſee by experience, that moſt 
Men, for want of conſidering the whole compaſs 
of human Life, miſtake their own Happineſs, and 
think it wholly conſiſts in gratifying their preſent} 
Paſlionsandinclinations :' And accordingly are ver 
little mov'd even by their Believe of future Happi® 
neſs and Miſery to become virtuous, while they ' 
are under ſuch a miſtake. And thus of courſe all . 
untbinking People are vicious, unleſs they are pres ö 
vented by ſome natural Defect or Impedim ent, or are 
moral by the Goodneſs of their natural Temper. 
CI cRERO admirably deſcribes the Effects of this 
wrong judgment about the Rule of Morality- 
Says he, H hoever places Happineſs in any Thing be- 
ſides Vertue, and judges of Happineſs by his preſent 
Intereſt and Advantage, and not by the Rules of Ho- 


— yy 


* Quis igitur vivit. ut yult, niſi qui; gaudet officio, cui 
vivendi via conſiderata atque proviſaeſt; qui legibus non 1 
metum paret, ſed eas 5 ue colit, quia id maxim? ſalu- 
tare eſſt judicat? Ciceronys” 2 ra, Gron. p. "4170. | 


4 Qui ſummum bonum ihſtituit ut nihil habeat cum virtute 


conjunctum, idque ſuis commodis non honeſtate metitur; hic i 

ſibi ipſe conſentiat & non interdum bonitate nature yincatur, ne- 

ue amicitiam colere poſſit, nee juſtitiam, nec liberalitatem: 

frtis vero, dolorem ſummum malum judicans; aut temperans 

voluptatem ſummum bonum ſtatuens, eſſe certe nullo modo poteſt. 
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4 DISCOURES. 
neſiy, or what is good upon the whole; 5f he be con- 
ſiſtent with himſelf, and is not carry d away with bis 
omn good natural Diſpoſition, can neither be friendly, 
nor equitable nor generous. No man can be courageous 
who takes Pain to be the greateſt Evil; nor be moderate 
in the enjoyment of Pleaſure, who takes that to be the 
greateſt Good. | TY 


2. I ANS WER, That tho there has hardly 
ever been a Country where the Prieſts have been 
ſo few in number, or have had ſo little credit, 
or where Superſtition has been at ſo low and ebb, 
as not to draw. ſome Inconveniences on Men for 
thinking freely;and by conſequence, many Free- Thinl- 
ers have either fallen in with the reigning Super- 
Kitzon of their Country, or ſuffer d it quietly; to 
take its courſe, foreſeeing howlittle good was to be 
done on ſo knaviſh and ignorant a Creature as Man, 
and how much miſchief was to be expected froni 

im: yet they who have been moſt diſtinguiſn'd 
in all Ages for their Underſtanding and Virtue, 
have been Free- Thin lers. vol bd 


— 


..) Socrates, the divineſt Man that ever 


appear d in the Heathen World, and to whole Vir- 
tue and Wiſdom all Ages ſince have done juſtice, 
was a very great Free-Thinker. He not only dit. 
believ'd the Gods of his Country, and the common 
Creeds about them, and declar'd his Diſlike, when 
he heard Men attribute * Repentance, Anger and o- 
ther Paſſions to the Gods, and talk; of Wars and 
Battles in Heaven, and of the Gods getting Women 
with Child, and ſuch-like fabulous and blaſphemous 
Storys: but obtain'd a juſt Notion of the Nature 
and Attributes of God, exactly agreeable to that 
which we have receiv'd by Divine Revelation, 


— 
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and became a true Chriſtian (if it be allow'd. that 


the Primitive. Fathers underſtood what true 


Chriſtianity. was:) For Jus TIN, MARTYR, 0 


tells us. That Cuinisr, the firſt begotten of God, is no. 
thing elſe hut Rea ſon, of which all Manking are Partaler a 
and that whor ver live by Reaſon, tho they are eſteemed 


Atheiſts and Morſpippers of no God, are Chriſtians : 


and that ſuch were SOCRATES, and the like. In 
like mannerE R a $ Mu s in his Colloquies comparing 


S©CRATES and the generality of Chriftians, 


together, gives the preference to 8 oc RATES in? 
point of Chriſtianity. Says he, Þ There is nothing 
would more betome à Chriſtian, than what So RATES 
ſaid to CRITO, 4little before he drank his poi ſonous 
Draught; Whether God will approve of the 
Actions of my Life, I know not: I have truly 


© done my beſt. endeavours to pleaſe him; and 


& have good hopes he will accept of them. This 
is 4 wonderful Thought in 4 Man who knem not 
CuRlgT and the Holy. Scriptures. 
1 read ſuch things of him, 1 cañ hardly forbear crying 
out, Sancte 8 0 C RATES, ora pro nobis But hom 
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An opera, inquit, z:/tra ſit probaturus Deus, neſcio. Cærtè ſeduld 
condti ſumus, ut illi placere mut, Ef mibi tamen bonac des, 
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Proinde quum hujukinofi lego, vix mihi tempero, KG dicani, 
Sanfte Socrates, ora pro nobis Atego quot vidi Chriftip« 
hos, quam frigide niorlentes Quidam fidunt in its rebus qui - 
bus noneſt Rdtendufi; quid am ob conſeſentiarh ſceſerum & ſeru- 
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ſneakingly have I ſeen ſeveral Chriſtians die ! Some of 
them rely, on what is not to be rely d on: Others breathe 
out their laſt in deſpair, on the account of their ownWick- 
edneſs,and the Scruples with which their heads are fill d 
by "their ignorant Prieſts. And it is no wonder they. 
ſhould die after this manner, who ſpend their whole Lives 
only in diſputing about and praitiſing of Ceremonies. 


. . - 
.Socrares could not be ſuppos d to have made 
Notions, or Speculations, or  Myfteries, any 
parts of his Religion, when he “ demonſtrated all 
Men to be Fools who _troubled themſelves with Inqui- 
ries inte Heavenly things, and asd ſuch Inquirers 
whether they had attain'd a perfect Knowledge of Hu- 
man things, ſince they, ſearch'd into Heavenly things; 
on if they could think themſelves wiſe in neglecting that 
' hich concern d them, to employ themſelves in that 


which was above the: pacity to underſtand. 


LAS TL, As a further Evidence of his Free- 
Thinking, Socrates had the common Fate of 
Free-Thinkers, to be calumniated in his life-time 
for an Atheiſt (tho the God Apoito by his Oracle 
declared him the wiſe## Man upon earth)and atlength 
ſuffered that Puniſhment for:Free-Thinging, which 
Knavery and Folly, whenever they are arriv'd: 
to a due pitch, and are well confederated together, 
are ever ready to inflict on all thoſe who have the 
Honeſty and Courage to endeavour to imitate him. 


- (2:) Praro ung the Fate of Soc RATES, 
, was more politick in his Converſation, and never 
talk'd publickly againſt the , Gods and Religion 
of his Country; yet he was no leſs a Free · I hinker, 
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and thought himſelf into Notions ſo contrary to 


thoſe which were receiv'd or known in Greece, 


101 


that ſome Chriſtians have ſuppos d him to be di- 


vinely inſpir'd; and others, to have read the Beoks 
of the Old Teſtament. He has ſo many 8 


in his Writings ſo agreeable to the Truths of th 


Goſpel, that * CEISVUSs, the great Adverſary 
of Chriſtianity, charges our Bleſſed Lord himſelf 
with borrowing his Doctrine from Pilato. ORI- 
EN indeed very well defends our Bleſſed Lord 
from Cx1isvs's Charge, by ſaying, || That Cxr- 
sus deſerves to be laugh d at, when he affirms IESUS 


had read PLA TO; who was, ſays he, bred and born 


among the Jews, and was ſo far from having been 
taught Greek Letters, that he was not taught Hebrew 
Letters, as the Scriptures teſtify. But he is ſo far 
from diſowning an Agreement between Platoniſm 
and Chriſtianity, that a great- part of his Book 
againſt Cersvs conſiſts in ſhowing the Confor- 


[ 


mity between them. Likewiſe AmerLius, a 


Heathen Platoniſt, who flouriſh'd in the third 


Century, upon reading the firſt Ver ſes of St. Joun 
the Evangeliſt, cry'd out, + By Jovs this Barba» 
rian ig of our Maſter Plato's Opinion! Moreo- 
ver, the great Conformity between Platoniſm and 
Chriſtianity made many Platoniſts become Chriſtians, 
and many of the Primitive Chriſtians become Plato- 
niſts; and was the cauſe that ſeveral pf PLaro's 


Netions became fundamental Articles of Chriſtian 


Faith; and gave goes to zealows Chriſtians = 


_ * 
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; forge ſeveral things under PLATO's name, yet 


more conformable to the Truths of their Holy Ree 


ligton (as for * inftancethe thirteenth Leiter to D1 0» 
Ns Ius, printed in his Works) with which, 


and other of the like nature. they had great ſuc- 
ce in the Converſion of the Heathen World. 


(3.) Anis ror IRH to whom the Popiſh Church 
for many Centuries paſt has been no leſs obliged 
for + Articles of Faith, than the Primitive Church 
was to FLATO, during the Lite of his Pupil and Pa- 
tron ALEXANDER the Great, read to his Scho- 
lars the effects of his Free-Thinking : but after the 
death of AttxanDER, EURIMEDON aPrieft 
accus'd him of Impiety for || introducing ſome Philo- 
fophical Aſſertions contrary to the Religion of the Athe- 
nians. And he was forc'd to ſteal privately from 
Athens; from whence he went to Chalcis, giving 
this reaſon to his Friends, * That ke leſt Athens, 
that he mig hi not give the Athenians, occaſion to come 


mit again the ſame Wickedneſs they committed againſt 


* 


* Cudworth's Intell, Syſt. p. 403. 


SOCRATES, that they might not be guilty of a dou- 
ble Crime againſt Philoſophy, 


(4)Erricvrvs has in all Ages been diſtin- 
guiſh'd as a great Free- Thinker, and not leſs as a 
Man of Virtue among the Learned; in which laſt 
he ſeems to have exceeded all other Philoſophers. 
For he was not only eminent for his f Piety - 
wards bis Parents, his Kindneſs ta his Brethren, his 
Meekneſs to his Servants, his Humanity to all, his 


\ 


+ Senza Ariſtotele noi mancavamo di molti Articali di Feds, 
The celebrated Saying ef Cardinal \a/avicino; 5 
» 


„ Dicg. Laeret. vita Ariſt. 
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Love to bis Country, and his Chaſtity, Temperance, 


and Frugality; but for that moſt divine of all Vir- 
tues, and wherein the greateſt Pleaſure of human 


2 . 5 1 
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Life conſiſts, and of which an ill Man is incapable 
viz. Friendſhip. He had that noble Quality in ſuch | 


rfection himſelf, and cultivated it ſo much in 


is Followers, that the Succeſſion of his School 


continu'd many hundred Years after the Succeſſion 


of the Schools of all the other Philoſophers faiPd, 


without that Faction and Diviſion which was 
more or leſs in them, and contributed to their 
more early Diſſolution. C1cxro, tho a great 
Adverſary to his philoſophical Opinions, and 


who in the Perſon of + Cor ra has thorowly 


baffled his Syſtem of Chance, gives him this noble 
Teſtimony, * That Ey1cux vu s declares it to be his 
Opinion, That of all things which Wiſdom can procure 


towards a happy Life, Friendſhip is the nobleſt, moſt 
extenſive, - delicious Pleaſure. And this he did 


not only aſſert in his Writings, but gave a practical 
proof of it in his Life andConver ſation. How great aCom- 
mendation this is, appears, fnom the rare Inſtances of 
Friendſhip, of which the. Mythology of the Ancients, as 
voluminous and full of variety as it is, will hardly af- 
ford us three from HESEU $'s time domn to O RES“ 
1 ES. But Oh! what a numerous, what an har moni- 
ous Company of Friends, did E Heu Rus croud in- 
— — —— — — — 
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Epieurus ita dicit, Omnium rerum, quas ad beatꝭ viven- 


dum ſapientia comparaverit, nihil eſſe ma jus amicitid, nibil 


uberius, nibil jucundius. Neque vero hoc oratione ſolum, ſed 
multo magis vità & factis & moribus cumprobavit. Quod 


PL 


quam magnum ſit, fictæ veterum declarant fabulz ; in quibus 


tam multis, tamque variis, ab ultima antiquitate repetitis, tria 


vix amieorum paria reperiuntur, ut ad Ore tem peryenias, pro- 


ſectus a Theleo. At vero Epicurus una in do mo, & ea quidem 


anguſta, quàm magnos quantaque amoris coaſpiratione conſenti- 


reis. De Finibaus, Oc. I. I. ad fide. 
; 3 & 1 L 


entzs tenuit amicorum reges Quod etiam nun: ab Epicu- 
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to bis own. little Habit ation! And the Epicurean 


8 follow his example at this day. is 
BU ve Chriſtians ought Kill to have a high- 
er Veneration of Eexicukus: for this Virtue of 
' : FriendſhipthanCicE RO: Becauſe even our Ho- 
Y Religion it ſelf does not any where particularly 
require of us that Virtue. For as Biſhop I a y- 
I Ox in his-Treatiſe of Friendſhip very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, * The word Friendſhip in the ſenſe we common- 
iy mean by it, is not ſo much as nam d in the New 
Teſtament ; and our Religion takes no notice of it. 
+ You think it ſtrange 5, but read on, before you ſpend ſo 
+ much as the Beginning of a Paſſion or a Wonder upon 
it. There is mention made of Friendſhip with the 
World, and it is ſaid to be Enmity with God; but 
the word is no where elſe nam'd, or to any other pur- 
poſe, in all the New Teſtament. It ſpeaks of Friends 
often; but by Friends are meant our Acquazntance, or 
our Kindred,” the Relatives of cur Family, or our For- 
tune, or our Sect; ſomething of Society, or ſomething 
of Kindneſs there is in it; a Tenderneſs of Appellation 
| and Civility, 4 Relation made by Gifts, or by Duty, 
by Services and Subjection: and Tthink I have reaſon 
| to be confident, that the word Friend is no otherwiſe. 
uſed in the Goſpels, or E piſtles, or Acts of the Apoſiles. 


| (5.0 PTurac is the moſt known Author of 
4 all the Ancients. His Works are tranſlated into 
1 all the modern Languages, and by conſequence his 
= Learning and Virtue diſplay'd before the eyes of 
all that read any Books. And tho he was a 
Heathen Prieſt, yet he preſerv'd his Underſtand- 
ing free, and was not milled by the Gain of his 
Frofeſſion into Superſtition, nor ſo far engag'd in 
the Craft of his F rofeſſion as to conceal his Opi- 
nion of the Miſchief thereof. Says he, in his 
Treatiſe of Supe: ſtition, + Atheiſm brings Men to an 


em 


4 Tag. 35. at toe end ef hit Polemied Works, © | + 
2 TAicn's, in Eng li, vol. 1. P. 102, &c. Da- 
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ef FERRERTRIN NIN. 
Vnconcernedneſs and Indifferency of Temper : for the 
Deſign of thoſe who deny a Cal. 25 to eaſe dhe mel ves 
of his Fear. But Superſtition (by which the Greeks 
meant f the F: ar o Go, and which THRBOYHHRAS· 
TUS in his Charatters expreſly defines ſo) ap- 
pears by its name to be a diſtemper'd Opinion and Con- 
ceit productive of ſuch mean and abjet& Apprehenſion:, 
as debaſe and break a Man's Spirit. For tho he thinks 
Juſtly, that there are Divine Powers, yet ſo erroneous 
is his Judgment, that he thinks they are ſour and 
vindictive Be.ngs. Atheiſm is only falſe Reaſuning, | 
while Superſtition is not only falſe Reaſoning. but ſuper- | 
adds a Paſſion, viz, Fear, which is deſtitute both of | 
Courage and Reaſon, and renders us ſtupid, diftratied 
and unactive, But of all Fears, none confounds a Man 
like the Religionary Fear. He fears not the Sea, who. 
; never goes to Sea; nor a Battel, who foltows not the 
! Camp; nor Robbers, who ſtirs not abroad; nor malici- 
aus Informers, who is a poor Man; nor AG 
who leads a private Life; nor Earthquakes, who awel 
in Gaul; nor Thunder-bolts, who dwells in Ethiopia. 
But*he who fears the Divine Powers, fears every thing, 
the Land, the Sea, the Air, the Sky, the Dark, the 
Light, a Sound, a Silence, a Dream, Even Slaves 
forget their Maſters in their ſleep > Sleep lightens the 
Irons of the Fetter' d ; their angry Sores, mertiſy d 
Gangrenes, and pinching Pains allow them ſome inter- 
miſſion at night. But Superſtition will give no truce at 
: night, nor ſuffer the poor Soul ſo much as to breathe, or 
look up or reſpite her ſour and diſmal Thoughts of God 
a moment.” Neither have they, when awake, Senſe e- 
nough to ſlight and ſmile at all this; not are they in the 
 lea5t apprehenſive that nothing of all that terrify'd them 
was real; but ſtill fear an empty Shadow, which 
could never mean them ill, and cheat themſelves afreſh 


— 
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+ This was the common Definition of Superſtition likewiſe 
among the Romans. Hence Horace ſays, Quone malo men- 
tem concuſſa? timore Deorum. 
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A DISCOURSE: 
at noon-day. In a word, the thought of Death it ſelf 
uts no end to this vain and fooliſh Fear, but it tran- 
ſeen thoſe limits, and extends its Fears beyond the 
rave adding to it the Conceit of immortal Ils; and 
_ after reſpite from paſt Sorrows, fancies it ſhall next 
enter upon never-ending ones. I know not what Gates 
of Hell open themſelves from beneath; Rivers of Fire, 
= together with Stygian Torrents, preſent themſelves to 
| view ; agloomy Darkneſs appears full of ghaſtly Spec- 
| ters end horrid Shapes, with dreadful Aſpects and dole- 
| Groans, together with Judges. Tormentors, Pits 
and Caverns full of Miſeries and Woes. ; 


| HE fatvrizes likewiſe the publick Forms of De- 
{ votion, which yet are ſuch, as in almoſt all 
Countries paſs for the true Worſhip of God. 
Says he, in the ſame Diſcourſe * O wretched Gre- 
cians, who bring into Religion that frightful Mien of 
fordid and vilifying Devotion, ill. favour d Humiliati- 
|. on and Contrition, abje Looks and Countenances, 
| Conſt ernat ions, Proſtrations, Dirfigurations 5 and, in 
| / the Act of Worſhip, Diſtortions, conſtrain'd and 
| painful Poſt ures of the Body, wry Faces, 7%, Tones, 
HMumpings Grimaces, Cringings, and the reſt of this kind. 


6.) VAR RN O, the moſt learned of all the Ro- 
mans, ſpeaking of their Theology, ſaid, + That it 
contain'd many Fables below the Dignity and Nature 
of Immortal Beings ; ſuch for inſtance, as Gods begotten 
and proceeding from other Gods Heads, Legs, Thighs, 
and Blood. He likewiſe afirm'd, || There were ma. 
| * fs tranſlated in to: Characteriſticks, vol, 3. p. 126 
= 5 . Multa ſunt contra dignitatem & naturam Immortalium fi- 
L cta. In hoc enim eſt, ut Deus alius ex capite, alius eſt femore 
| ſit, alius ex gurtis fanguinis natus. Aug. de Civ. Dei, l. 6. 

C. 5. ; 

Il Multa eſſe vera quæ vulgo ſcire non fit utile: & quædam, 
kr falſa ſint, aliter eciſtumare populum expediat. Jbid. 

1. J. C. 31. 


” 
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ay things falſe in Religion, which it was not convenie 
| for the Vulgar to new; and again, ſome things 1 150 
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tho falſe, yet it was expedient they ſhruld be believ'd 


by them. Upon which diſcovery of his Free- I ini. 
ing, St. AuSTIN Who records the Paſſage, ſays, 
j | Thar VARR0 herein diſcovers the whole Secret of 
Stateſmen and Politicians. wh 


| 020 T H E Grave and Wiſe Caro the Cenſor 


will for ever live in that noble Free-Thinking Say - 


ing recorded by CIE RO, which ſhows that he 
underſtood the whole Myſtery of the Roman Reli. 
gion as by Lam eſtabliſh'd. * I wonder, ſaid he, hom 
one-of our Prieſts can forbear laughing when he ſees a- 
nother. 0 5 5 


ATE 10 ER o, that conſummate Philoſopher 


and noble Patriot, tho he was a Prieſt and Conſul, | 


and executed other publick Offices which ufually 


makes Men more cautious and leſs ſincere) gave 
-the greateſt proof of hisFree-Thinking. He not only 


profeſs'd the AcademickorSceptickPhiloſophy,which 


oblig*d him to + examine the Doctrine of all Philo- 
ſophers, that he might ſee whether there was Cer- 
tainty in any of their Schemes; but wrote rms 
Treatiſes, one of the Nature of the Gods, and the 


other concerning Divination : in the former of 


which, he has endeavour'd to ſhow the Weak- 
neſs of all the Arguments of the Stoicks (who 


were the greateſt Theiſts of Antiquity) for the 


Being of the Gods; and in the latter has deſtroy d 
the whole Reveal'd Religion of the Greeks and 


SO 


n Totum conſilium prodidit ſapientum, per quos civitates 
& populi regerentur. Jbid. l. 4. c. 31. 
* Mirari ſe aiebat, quod non rideret haruſpex, e m haru- 
ſpioem vidiſſet. Opera Ed. Gron. p. 3806. | 
+ Qui ſequuntur diſciplinam Academicam, omnes diſciplinas 
Us percipere neceſſe eſt, De Nat. Deor. I. i. 
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Romans, by ſhowing the Impoſture of all their 
1x Miracles, and Weakneſs of the other Reaſons on 
| which it was pretended to be founded. CIE RO 
likewiſe gives us his own dre, and that of the 
greateſt part of the Philoſophers' (as he was well 
qualify'd to do, having read over the Writings of 
them all, and convers'd with the moſt eminent of 
thoſe who liv'd in his own Time) when he pro- 
duces this as an Inſtance of a probable Opinion, 
* That they who ſtudy Philoſophy don't believe there 
are any Gods; that is, that there exiſted no ſuch 
Gods as were beliey'd by the People. Again in 
his Tu/c-las Queſtions, he denies, in many places, 
all future Puniſhments : and after having mention'd 
the various - Notions of Philoſophers about the 
nature of the Soul, heconcludes from them, That 
there can be nothing after Death. And as to PLA- 
To's Arguments for the Immortality of the Soul, 
fays he to his Dialogiſt AtrTicvs (or his Audi- 
tor, as ſome conceive) Let us not pmduce them, and 
let us lay aſide all our Hopes of Immortality. By 
which Arric os unde: ſtood CI c E ko to deny 
the Immorality of the Soul, as is evident from his 
Anſwer which follows: What, ſays Ar ric us 
do you diſappoint me, after you had rais'd in me ſuch 
en Expettation of a proof of the Immorality of the Soul? 
Truly, I had rather be miſtaken with PLA r o, whom 
IT know how much you eſteem, and whom I admire on 
your Authority, then be in the right with others XX. 


[WY 


* Hujuſmodieſt probabi!e----Eos, qui dent F hiloſophiæ ope- 
ram, non arbitrari Deos eſſe. Opera, Ed. Gron. p. 157. 

+ His ſententiis omnibus nihil poſt mortem pertinere ad quen- 
quam poteſt. P. 3433. ; 

|| -latonis rationem prætermittamus, & hane'totam ſpem Im- 
mortalitatis relinquamus. P. 3438. | 7 

An tu, cum me in ſummam expectationem adduxeris, deſe- 
ris > Errare me hercule malo cum Platone, quem tu quam quan- 
ti fa-ias, ſcio, and quem ex ore tuo adnuror quam cum iſtis ve- 


ra ſentire. 4 
| AND 
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AND here, becauſe CIcRRO'Ss Works are ſo 

frequently cited againſt Free- Thinter: both from 

the Pulpit and the Preſs, and his Example recom- 
mended for their Conviction; it may not be amiſs 
utterly to diſarm the Enemies of Free-Thinking of 
Ciczro's Authority, by briefly diſcovering a a 
common Impoſition on the World, begun by ſome 
Men of Learning (either thro want of Diſcern- 
ment or want of Honeſty) and continued by the 
leſs Learned, out of deference to the Authority of 
the former, | | 9 £45.58 


Cicxro's Philoſophical Works are moſtly 
written in Dialogue, in which Philoſophers of 
different Sects are introduc'd arguing for their 

ſeveral Opinions, Thus the three Books of the Nas. 
ture of the Gods, are a Dialogue between an Epica - 
rean, a Stoick, and an Academick; and his w 
Books of Divination are a Dialogue between his Bro- 
ther QuinTus, who perſonates a Seoict, and 
himſelf. .. Now the modern Prieſts, whenever 
they meet with any Paſſage favourable to Super- 
ſtition, which Ciczro puts in the mouth of the 
Stoic k, or any falſe Argument which he makes the 
Epicurean uſe, and which they have thought fit. 
to ſanctify (ſuch for inſtance as theEpicurean Argu- 
ments frominnate Idea, and from the — 
of Mankind for the Exiftence-of God in Epi cu- 
Ro s's ſenſe; that is, for Gods in human Shape, 
who took no care of the World or of human Affairs) 
they urge it as Ciczro's own, and would have 
the Reader believe Ci cx AO look d on it as con- 
cluſive. Whereas Ci RO himſelf is ſo far 
from approving what he makes the Srvirk and E- 
picurean ſpeak, that he does in his Diſcourſe o 
the Nature of the Gods endeavour to confuce all 
their 5 under the Perſon of an Acagermick 
(of which Sect he every where proteſles himſelf) 


and 
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and in His DBiſcourſe of Divindi-n baffles all the 
Stoical Arguments for Superſtition, openly under 
his own name. So that CI cE RO is as unfairly 
dealt with, whenever he is cited againſt Free- 
Thinking, as the Prieſts themſelves would be, did 


any onè cite as their Sentiments what they male 
Deifts, Sceptic ki, and Socini ans ſay, in the Didloguet | 
they compoſe againfi thoſe Sets; | * 


TH E true miethdd of diſcovering the Senti- 
ments of CIE no, is to ſee what he ſays himſelf; 
or under the Perſon of an Academick; as the true 
method ofknowing what Sentiments our Divines 
maintain in their Dialogues, is to ſee what they 
make their Orthodox Dialogiſt ſay. And if Ci- 
cRo's Readers will follow this Rule of com- 
mon Senſe in underſtanding him, they will find 
Him as great a Free. Thinker as he was a Philoſopher, 
an Orator, a Man of Virtue; and 4 patriotl. And 
they will never meet with any Paſſages which in 
the leaſt favour Superſtition, but what he plainly 
throws 'out to Hive himſelf from Danger, or to 
dhow his Rhetoricat Ability on any Argument, 
or employs in his Orations to recommend himſelf” 


to the * Roman Mob, who, like allother Mobs, 


were ee e and mu d not 
from 


= 3 8 
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* And yes ( Jomnetimes ins FOG az uiu(t what he took : be nts a 
made Inm ſo far for rget himſel 5 45 to ſeak that in his Ocations po, 
he could enly do * 2 perfett ſa fery in 2 Aſſembly of Er e 
* inſtance, ſays he, 


would not have you think, that Nolite enim pate h inſ end 


wicked * as ſemerimes on the viaetisnominescanice:e: atos, im- 
are 355 Al 88, mana —_— — pulſu Deum, terieri fuia u 


nene txdis ardencious. Sua quemque 
—— — aud, traus, ſuum tacinus, ſüum ſce- 
that — hisown Villany, lus, ſua audacia de ſanitate & 
bis wn defj geld neſſ puts hins mente detui bat; he ſunt. impio-⸗ 
ide 74 0 T7 diſorders. his. rum turia, be Adams, he: fa- 

bits e. theſe are the riet ces. F. ET mY 

which Torme:cts. the Wicked, theſe ' 1 

eh Hammes, au theſethe Torches. 

Again 
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from the preſent Generation at Rome, but in having 
a more innocent and leſs abſurd Superſtition. _ 


AND if Crcxxo's. Works come once to be 
generally read, as of: all human Writings they beſt 
deſerve, it will be found that they no more tend 
to the Service of any Prieſtly Purpoſe whatſoever, _ 
than the Writings of the Fathers of the Church (to 
whom the Laity us d to be refer'd to find what 
was not in them) do the pre of any Church 
now upon the face of the Earth. 


(9.) C-xT 0 Veica has this great Character from 
VeLLEIUuSPATERCULUS, “ That he was . 
a Man of ſo great Virtue, that he was the very Pic- 


* 
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Again he ays, When you ha- Tu cdin furiales in concioni- 
rangue the People with malicious E- bus voces mittis, cùn domos ci- 
loquence, when you teeth, the vium everris, cum lapidibus opti- 
Houſe of Citizens, when with Stones mos viros Foro is, cum at- 
you pelt and drive the moſt worthy dentes faces in vieinorum tecta 
Senators from the Forum; ap to jactas, cm ædes ſacras inflam- 
ſet fire to your Neighbours Houſes, mas, cUm ſervos concitas, eum 
and burn Temples; when you ſtir 'facra ludoſque contuibas, cum 
up Sla ves to Sedition, and diſturb uxoretn ſororemque non diicers 
the Celebtation of Religious Qrdi- nis; cam quod ineas cubile non 
nances ; when you know no diffe- ſentis; cùm baccharia, cùm furiss 
rence between your Wife and our tum das eas pœnas, que. ſuns 
Siſter, and matter not whoſe Bed ſola hominum ſceleri à diis im- 
you def leʒ when you att likea Mad - mortalibus conftituts. P. 1623, - 
man, when yau rage; ger ac x #8 ö > 361 e dei 
ſer thoſe Torrents which alont the 1 
Gods have ordain d to puniſh the | 
Wickednefs f LVL ona i not hind Cod 

And again, What Exil has he. Quid i mali mors attulit 
ſuffered by Death ? unleſs cheated niſi forte ineptiis ac fabulis duci- 
by idle Stories and Fables, we can mut, ut exiitimemus, illum apud 
think he undergoes any Puniſpment infeios impiotum ſupplicia per- 
in Hell, and that he has found more fefre, ac pluresillic offendiſſe in- 
Enemies there than he left | behind, micos, quam'hic. reliquiſſe. 
him. What therefore has. Death Quid tandem ei aliud eripujt 
2 from him but the Senſe of 2455 præter ſenſum doloiis. 

ain. 3 „1277. f 

* Homo virtuti fimillimys, & per omnia ingenio dus quam ho- 
minibus, propior z' qui nunquam rectè fecit, ut facere vidererut, 
ſed quia aliter facere non poterat 3 cuique id ſolumvitum eit iatid- 
nem habere, quod haberęt juſtitiam omnibus humanis vitiisimmu- 
nis, ſempet fortunam in ſua potaſtate habuit. La. c 33. 
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terre of it, and in every thing by his Nnowledg dpproach'4 
more to the Gods than to Men. He never did any 
good Actions for the reputation of doing them, but be- 
Cauſe he could not do otherwiſe: He'thought nothing 
reaſonable but what was juſt; aud being free from 

| Al the Defects of Men, had Fortune in his Power. 
And the inimitable L'v A N has raigd a noble 
Monument, not only to his Wiſdom and Viftue, 
but to his Free- Thinking. And I expect your 
thanks for giving it you in the excellent Tranſla- 
tion of a moſt Ingenious Author, as well as in the 
Original. On the occaſion of CA r o's marching 
at the head of an Army thro the Deſirts of A. 
.  Frica near the Temple of JuriTrEk Ammon, 
EA 


1 
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+ HIS - Hoſt (as Crouds are ſuperſtitious ſtill) 
Curious of Fate, of future Good and Ill, © © 
And fond to prove Prophetick A Ms Sill; 
Intreat their Leader to the Gods would go, © 
And from this Oracle Rome's Fortune know + _.. 

| But LABIEN Us Chief the Thought approv'd, 

- And thus the common Suit to CAT Oo mov d. 
Chanre and the Fortune of the way, be ſaid, 
Have brought Io Es ſacred Councils t our Aid; 

This greateſt of the Gods, this mighty Chief. 
In each Diſtreſs ſhall be a ſure Relief, © 1 
Shall point the diſtant Dangers from afar, 
And teach the future Fortunes of the Mar. 
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Þ+ —— ————Comiteſque Cato | 4 2%, 
Orant, exploret Libicum memorata per orbem 
Numina, de ſama tam longi judicet'zvi. ' Dinka tel 
Maximus Hortator ſcrutandi voce Deorum Men 4 

Eventus Labienuserat. Sors obſtulit, inquit, _ - + + 

Et fortuna vie, tam magni numinis ora. r vol 

Donſi liumque Lei: tanto dute poſſumus uti iti 

Per Syrtes, bellique datos cognoſerre caſunus. 

YI \K 4 72 ; Nam 


2 


4 
8 
* . 


f FREE TRINIKIN . 11 
f To thee, O © Aro, pious, Wiſe, anil Juſt, H-- 
Their dark Decrees the cautious Gods ſhaltruſt?: 1 
To thee their fore- detexmin d ui ſhall tel. 
: Their Will has been thy Law, and thou huſt kept it weil. 
| Fate bids the now the noble Thought impro dvs: 
| Fate brings the here to meet and talk with Jo ve 5 
| Inquire betimes what various Chance ſhall come 
, To impious C s A R, and thy native Rome; 
Try to avert at leaſt thy Country's Dom. 
a Ak if theſe Arms our Freedom'ſhall reſtore $i. 971 3 
Or elſe, if Laws and Right (ball he no more. 
| Be thy great Breaſt with ſacred Knowledge fraupht, 
5 To lead us in the wundring Maxe of Thought: akt. 
1 Thou that to Virtue ever wer 't inclin d. 


Learn what it it, hom certainly defin l, 
And leave ſome perfect Rule to guide Mankind, 1 
Full of the God that dwelt within his Breaſti, 


;\ Y p ; „ we. I ? | L 1 * 
. The Hero thus bis ſecret Mind expreſsd, ou ev 
And inborn Truths reveal d; Traths' which might well 
| Become en Orittes themſelve f to tel. 
| Where would'thy fond, thy vain Enquiry go? 
What niyſtick Fare, What Secret wouldſ thou know'? '\ 
I; it 4 doubt if Death ſhould be my Doom, 
Rather than live till Rings and Boidae com, 
. „ ho * 3 $ * 
Rat her than ſee a Tyrant crown d in Rome! 
i F213 4 N 935 ” ILY \ + TUG NM» i FRY Oo 
I : Erik. nw A As MH et url HERD 
p 21 \J9 IN. f 114 8 oa 
Nam cui crediderim Superos acarna daturos, f 
Diæuroſque magis, quam ſancto vera Catoni! 
0 Certe vita tibi ſemper directa ſupernas 2 
7 Ad leges, ſeſqueriſque Deum. Datur ecce loquendi 


Cum jovè libertas : inquire in ata nefandi 

Cæſaris, & Patriæ venturos excute mores ; 
6 Jure ſuo populis uti, legumque licebit, 

An bellum civile perit. J ua pectora ſacra 
Voce reple: duræ ſaltem virtutis amat e 
Quære quid eſt virtus, & poſo exemplar honeſti. 

Ille deo plenus, tacitã quam mente gerebat, 

Effudit dignas adytis pectore voces 
Quid quæri Labiene jubes ? 15 liber in armis 
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A DISCOURES 
Or would thou know, if, what he value here, 
Life, be a Trifle hardly wort h our.Care? | | © 
What by old Age and Length of Days we gain, e 
More than to lengthen out the Senſe of Pain? | 
Or if this World with all its Forces join d, 8 
The univerſal Malice of Mankind, © = 
Can ſhake or hurt the brave and hene ſt Mind? | 
| If ſtable Virtue can her ground maintain, | 4 
4 While Fortune feebly threats and fromns i in vain | l 
I Good in lazy Speculations dwell, 5 
1 And barely be the Will of doing well ? 
Tf Right be independent of Succeſs, | Is 
Þ And Con weſt cannot make it more or leſs ? LL RI 
1 Are 101 my Friends, the Secrets you would know, 
4 Thoſe Doubts for which to Oracles me go? | 
1 *Tis known, tis plain, tis all already told, A vv 
And 3 AM MON ca no more unfold: 
From God deriv'd, to God by Nature i join d, 8 „ 
We: att the Dill ates ef his — Mind. : I 
And tho the Pricfts are mate and.T, emples fin, 
God never wants a V dice to ſpeak his Will : 
When firſt we from the teeming Womb were brought, 
L With inborn Precepts.then our Soul were fraught, 
Ad then the Maker his new Creatures taught, 
” Then when he form d and gave us to be Men, 
4 He gave us all our uſeful Knowledg Then. | 
1 Canſt t thou believe the vaſt Eternal Mind, : 1k 
Was e er to * rts and e Sands confin'd 3 
' That 
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Occubuiſſe velim potius quam regina 12 5 
An fit vita nihil ſed Tongam differat ætas?ꝰ 
An noceat vis ulla bono? Fortunaque perdat. 
Oppoſitã virtute minas? Laudandaque velle 
Sit ſatis, & nunquam ſucoeſſu creſcat honeſtum ?' 
Scimus, & hoc nobis non altius inſeret Ammon. 
Hzremus cuncti Superis, temploque racente 
Nil facimus non ſponte Dei: nec vocibus ullis . 
Numen egent: dixitque ſemel naſcentibus auctor N . * 
Quicquid ſcire licet: ſteriles nec lepit arenas, | 
Ut caneret paucis merſitque hoe pulvere verum: 


Eſtne 


E T nee 


* 


e 


That he would chuſe this waſte, this harren Ground, 
To teach the thin Inhabitauts around. 
And leave his Truth in Wilds and Deſarts drown'd ; N. 
Is there a place that God would chuſe to love 
Beyond this Earth, the Seas, yon Heaven above, 
And virtuous Minds, the nobleſt Throne of IO VE? 
Why ſeek we farther then? Behold around, 


How all thou ſeeſt does with the God abound, | 
JovE is a like in all, and always to be found? 


Let thoſe weak Minds that live in Doubt and Fear 
To juggling Prie(ts for Oracles repair - 


* 
* 


One certain Hour of Death to each decreed, _ ; 7. 
My fix d, my certain Soul from Doubt has freed: 
The Coward and the Brave are doom d to fall? 1 


And when Jo v E told this Truth, he told us all, 
So ſpoke the Hero; and to keep his word, 1 

, Nor A MM ON, nor his Oracle eæplor d; a” 
But left the Croud at freedom to believe, = | 
And take ſuch Anſwers as the Prieſt ſhould give:  « 
Foremoſt on foot he tteads the burning Sand. 
Bearing his Arms in his own patient Hand; 
Scorning another's weary Neck to preſs, 
Or in a lazy Chariot loll at eaſe ; 
The panting So 


4 


dier to bis Toil ſucceeds, 
Where yo Command, but great Example lead. 
1h „ | Fparing 
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Eftn2 Dei ſedes, niſi terra, & pontus, & aer, 

Et cœlum, & virtus? Superos quid quærimus ultra ? 
Jupiter eſt quodeunque vides, quocunque, moveris. 
Sortilegis egeant dubii, ſemperque futuris | 

Caſibus ancipites: me non aracula certum,, 

Sed mors certa fait ; pavido, fortique cadendum eſt. 

Hoe ſatis eſt dixiſſe Jovem. Sie ille profatur ;....... 
Servataque hde templi diſcedit ab aris, 

Non exploratum populis Ammona relinquens, 

Ipſe manu ſua pila gerens, præcedit anheli 1 
Militis ora pedes: monſtrat tolerare labores, 1923 
Non jubet; & nulla vehitur cervice ſupinus, N 


Sarpentove ſedens. Somni rn ple eſt; 
: "mm 0 


Ultimus 
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. Spuring of Sleep, ſtill for the veſt he wakes, 

| And at the Fountain laſt his Thirſt be ſlakes ; 

Hhenever by chance ſome living Stream is found, 

He ſtands, and ſees the cooling Draughts go round 
Stays till the laſt and meaneſt Drudg be paſt, | © 
And till his Slaves have drank, diſdains ts taſte, 

If true good Men deſerve immortal Fame, 
If Virtue, tho diſtreſs'd, be ſtill the ſame 3 5 
Mhate er our Fathers greatly dar d to do, 8 


hate er they bravely bore and wiſely knew, 
Their Virtues all are his, and all their Praiſe his Due. 
Who e er with Battles fortunately fought ? | 
Who e' er with Roman Blood ſuch Honours bought? 
T his Triumph, this'on Lybia's utmoſt Bound, 
With Death and Deſolation compos'd round, 

Jo all thy Glories, POM E x, prefer, 4 
Thy Trophies and thy third triumphal Car, © , 
ToMakvus mighty Name, and great Jugurthine 

Oi gre Fa a bas A): Akt Ws 
His Country's Father here, O Rome, bebold, 
Worthy thy Temples, Prieſts, and Shrines of Gold; 
Feier thou break thy loraly Maſter's Chain, © 
If Liberty be e er reſtor'd again, 

Him thou ſhalt place in the Divine Abodes, 
Swear by his holy Name, and rank bim withthy Gods. 
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Ultimus hauſtor aquæ Cum tendem fonte reperto _ 
indiga cogatur litices potare juventus, 

Stat, dum lixa bibat. Si veris magna paratur 

Fama boris, & ft ſucoeſſu nuda remoto 

Inſpicitur virtus, quicquid laudamus in ullo 

Majorum, fortuna fuit. Quis Marte ſecundo, 

Quis tantum meruit popu lorum ſanguine nomen 
Huncego per Syrtes, Libyz que extrema triumphum 
Ducere maluerim, quam ter Capitolia curru 
Scandere Pompeii, quam frangere colla Jugurthz. 
Ecce parens verus patriæ, dig niſſimus aris 
Roma tuis, per quem unquam cervice pudebit, 

Et quem, ſi ſteteris unquam cervice ſoluta, 
Tune olim factura Deum. 
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Lucan. I. 9 


. (10. 


of FREE TRHINT INE. 11 
(10.) Sx nxc a, whoſe excellent Morals are in 
moſt Exgliſumens Hands, and whoſe Virtue and 
Learning are ſo celebrated, has many Paſſages in 
his Works which ſhow that he was a great Free- 
Thinker ; and particularly had a noble Notion of 
the Worſhip of the Gods: for which ſome of the mo- 
dern Prieſthood would not only call a Man who 
ſhould talk ſo now a Free-Thinker, but an Atheiſt. 
Says he, declaring how the Gods are to be wor- 
ſhip'd, * Let us not ſuffer any one to light Lamps to 
the Gods upon Sabbath-days becauſe they want no Light, 
and Men are not pleas'd with Soot. Let us not permit 
Men to perform any Morning» Devotions, or to ſit at the 
doors of Temples. He wor ſhips God, who knows him. 
Let us forbid Men to carry any Linnen or Combs to 
JupiTER, or to hold a Looking-Glaſs to ju No. 
God has no need of Miniſters or Servants, Why ſo? 
Becauſe be himſelf ſerues Mankind, and is ready to aſ- 
fiſt every body and every where. Would you render the 
Gods propitious to you ? Be a good Man, He honouts 
the Gods ſufficiently, who imitates them. 


— 


LIE EWIs E he ſays, I Superſtition is a mad 
Error. It fears thoſe who are 10 bg lou d, and injures 
thoſe it wor ſhips, ELL LT 


AGAIN, This Religious Man like his Religi- 
ous Brethren the Stoicts, deny'd the Immorality of 


* Accendere aliquem lucernam ſabbatis prohibeamus, quo- 
iam necdii lumine' egent, & ne homines quidem fuligine delec- 
tantyr. Vetemus ſalutationibus matutinis fungi, & fortbus aſ- 
ſidere templorum. Deum colit, qui novit. Veteſimus 
lintea & ſtrigiles Jovi ferre, & ſpeculum tenere Junoni. Non quz- 
rit miniſtros Deus. Quid ni? Ipſe humano generi miniltrate : 
ubique & omnibus præſto eſt, Vis deos propitiare? Bonus eſto, 
Satis illos coluit, quiſquis imitatus eſt, K. 9570/7 en 

+ Superſtitio inſanus eſt error. A o timet, quos colit 
violat. Epiſt. 123. | 4 
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A DISCOURSE \ 

the Soul. * Ton eught, ſays he to Marcia, in 
comforting her for the death of her Son, to think 
iat he who is dead ſuffers no Evil. All that 'is 
feign'd ro be ſo terrible in Hell, is but a Fable. Me 
Know well that the Deud are not ſubject to Darkneſs, 
nor Priſons, nor burning Rivers, nor to Waters of For- 
et fulneſt, nor to any Tribunals. The Poets have 
plea sd themſelves in feigning them, and have diſturb' d 
#s with vain Fears. Death puts an end to all our Mi- 
ſery. Beyond that, our Misfortunes go not. That 
places us in the ſame Tranquility in which we were he- 
fore we were born. If any one would grieve for thoſe 
who are dead, be ought to grieve for thoſe who are not 
yet bern. | | OLI: ire e a Hh 


THIS Freedom of SEN ECA was ſo far from 
leſſening the juſt Eſteem which the primitive 
Chriſtians had of his Learning and Virtue, that 
they thought to do confiderableService toChriſtia- 
nity, by forging a Correſpondence of + Letters 
between St. Pau L and him. [Theſe Letters are 
cited by St IE ROM and * St. AbsrIN as 
genuine; and the former was ſo charm'd with 
8E N EC A, as to put him in his -A Liſt of Saints. 

' (11:) So LOMO is dechar'd by the Word of 


“ Cogita nullis defunctum malis affici. Illa quæ nobis infe- 
ros faciunt terribiles, fabulam eſſe. Nullas imminere  mortuis 
tenebras, nec carcerem,. nec flumina flagrantia igne, nee oblivi- 
onis amnem, nec tribunalia. Luſerunt 1ſta Poetz, & vanis nos 
agitavere terroribhus. Mors omnium dolorum & ſolutio eſt & 
fis: ultra quam mala noſtra non exeunt, quæ nos in illam tran- 
quillitatem in qui antequam naſceremur jacuimus, reponit. Si 
mortuorum aliquis miſeretur, & non natorum milereatur Con. ad 
Marciam, c. 19. 


+ Tet extant, and are printed in ſeveral of the old Editions 
of Seneca's Works, and very lately in Fabri:ius's CodexApocry- 
| phus Novi A Elle . 892. | „ 
In Catal. Script. Eccl. 

* FEpitt, 54. ad Maredonium. "Ra 
N In Catologo Sanctorum. In Cat. d ipt. Eccl. 
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God 
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of FRREER- TIN RING. 11 

God to be the wiſeſt of Men, and ſome of his Writ- | 
ings are authoriz d as part of God's Word to us 
in which I find ſuch Inftances of Free-Thinking, 
that had he liv'd in our days, and wrote in the 
ſame manner, he would have been calumniated 
as an Atheiſt, unleſs he had recommended him- 


ſelf to the Prief by building of Churches, 


. » 
I 


H E ſays, One Generation paſſes away and another Eccl. 1 
Generation cometh + but the Earth abideth for ever. 5, $7 
The Sun alſo ariſeth, and the Sun goeth down, and 
haſteth to its place where he aroſe. The Wind goeth to- 
ward the South, and turneth about taward the North: 
it whirlerh about continually, and the wind returneth a- 

gain according to its circuits. All the Rivers run into 
the Sea, yet the Sea is not full : unto the place from 
"K+ whence the Rivers come, thither they return again. 
The thing that hath been, it is that which ſhall be; 
and that which is done, is that which ſhall be done, and 
there is no new thing under the Sun. All which is an 
elegant Deſcription of the Eternity of the World, 
not much unlike that of the Poet M A NIL1US: Lib, 


Omnia mortals mut antur lege creats, 
Nec ſe cognoſcunt terre vententibus annis. 
1 | Exute variant faciem per ſæcula gent es. 
At manet incolumis mundus, ſuaque omnia ſervat, 
Quæ nec longa dies aug et, minuitque ſenectus, © 
Nec mot us puncto currit, curſuſue fatigat : | > © 
Idem ſemper erit, quoniam ſemper fuit idem. | 
Non alium videre patres, aliumue nepotes _ 
Aſpicient. Deus eſt, qui non mutat ur in æuum, 


AGAIN, Solo uo ſays, I ſaid in my ec. 
heart concerning the Eſtate of the Sons of Men, that 18--- 
God might manifeſt them, and that they migbe 
ſee that they themſelves are Beaſts, Fer that which 
tefalleth Beaſts, even * thing beſalleth them. z 


4 As 
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as the one dieth, ſo dieth the ot her;, yea, they 
. bave all one Breath, ſo that a Man hath. no pre- e mi- 
ence above a Beaſt: for all is Vanity. All go tor ane 
place, all are of the Duſt, and all turh to Duſt again * 
/ » Who knoweth that the Spirit of a Man goeth upmardi, 
and that the Spirit of a Beaſt goeth downwards ta the 
earth ? Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing bet- 
ter than that aManrejoice in his ownWorks, for that is 
his Portion: for who ſhall bring him to ſee what ſhall be 
After him? In another place he argues againſt a 
future State, and obviates the common Argument 
# for it, drawn from Cur bonis male, & malis bene 
WEc:.7-14* In theſe words: In the day of Proſperity be joyſul, but 2 
þ in the day of Adverſity conſider: God alſo hath ſet one 
„ over againſt the other, to the endt hat Man ſhould find 
. 5, 10. thing after him. Laſtly, he ſays, The dead know 
i not any thing, neither have they any more a Reward ; 
# and that there is no Work, nor Device, nor Knows 
| ledg, nor Wiſdom in the Grave. FF 
* So this Verſe is render d in the Vulg. and by Caſtalio And 
zndeed th: C:ntext ſhews it ought to be render d ſo. 

I It -s prſſtble the Reader who 1s fully perſuaded, as he has reaſon to 
be, of the immorality of the Soul, upon the Authority of Jeſus 
Chiitt, who has brought Immortality to ligiit be ſurpriz'd that 

| a may rp 
ſo:wiſe 4 Man as Solomon ſhould deny ſo important 4 Truth, Wherefore 
bf the Vindication of Solomon's want of Knowledy in this Point, I 
objerve nn N 
ſt. . the Immortality of the Soul was no where plain in the 
Old Teitament, was deny'd by the Sadducees, whe mg Philoſophical 
part of the Jewiſh Nation, and of whom their Mag iſtrates princ ipally 
conſiſted; was thought doubtful by. moſt Setts of the Grecian Philo- 
1 $4 deny d by the Stoicks, the moſ? Religious Sect of them 
ail ; had never, according to p.. „ 
Cicero, been afferred in lens Fuerecydes Syrius (mod lite. 
by any Greek Author extant in lis exſtet) piimum dixit animos 
his time bctoie Pherecydes of the -hominum eſte ſem W Ae. 
Lane rue; Ame n tron; Queſt. Edit. Da viſii. p. 33. 
* by the Fg yptiansz or — ad , .* Herodotus, , Edit. , Geneve 


to our Learned Sir John Marſham . * 7 

was f the moſt noblelnvention.No U Chbron. Cannon. F. 217. 
wonder therefore, if Solomon reaſan d like the Learned Men of his own 
Country, and, the more Learned Philojophers of the neighbouring Na- 
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(12.) Prophets (who had the moſt learned Edu: 
cation among the Jews, and were bred up in Uni- 
verſities calbd Schools of the Prophets, where they 
learnt to propheſy, and among other means to & ob- 
tain the Prophetick Spirit, play upon Mnſick and drank 
Nine) were great Free-T hnkers, and have written 
with as great liberty againſt the eſtabliſh d Religion 
of the Jews (which the People look'd on as the in- 
ſtitution of God himſelf) as if they beliey'd it was 
all Impoſture; and with greater liberty againſt 
their inſpir?d Prieſts and Prophets, than the Author 
of the Rights of the Chriſtian Church has done 
1 the uninſpir'd. Prieſts and Prophets of our 
lſratl.. I; „ +4" 4b 1 


e 


"K+ 1. A8 to the eſtabliſp Religion of the Jews, Iſaiah. 1 
they ſay, To what pur poſcuin the multitude of your Sa- 1.14. 
crifices unto me, ſaith the Lord ? I am full. of Burnt- 1 


Adly. T obſerve,” That the true Principles upon whith the Immortali- 
4 of the Saul depends, are only to be ſetched ſrom the New Teſtament. 
e learn in the Old Teitament, That Adam by eating the forbidden 
Fruit ſubjefFed himſelf and all his Pofterity to Darth : But the New 
Teſtament teaches us to underſtand by Death, eternal Life $1 Mile- 
Ty ; and from thence we now, that God had but one way to put Man- 
kind in a capacity of enjuying immortal Happineſs, viz. by ſentling Je- 
jus Chriſt into the World, who (as God and Man, and God's Son, and 
: the ſame numerical Being with that God whoſe Som he was, and yet per- : 
ponally diſtinct from bin only could by his Sufferings and Death give an 
infinite SatisfatFinn to an infiniteby offended and infinitely merciful God, 
appeaſe bis Wrath, and thereby, ſave the Elec, New I would ask, 
how en May without Revelation could know that Death ſignif d e- 
ternal Life in Miſery 3 or that Adam's Pofterity ſhould be lyable to 
ternal Damnation for his Trauſgreſſon; or how without Revelation ſo  , _ + 
wonderful a Scheme as_ this Goipel-Scheme (which alone lays (the he 
foundation of a happy Immortality) could enter into the wiſeſt Man's 
Imainatntb® e e e WER » N 
ln Judzgrum ſactificiis incipiebant hymni & chorez in laudem 
numinis, propterea ut videtur, quod poſt hilaritatem illam quam & 
vini hauffu conceperant, aptivores-viderentur ſacro illi enthuſiaamo 
pe cipiendo quo ſacra illa eſſent peragenda. Multis ha probari 
poterant; ni vidiſſem orationem potids eſſe con trahendam. Et ve- 
ro corporeis id genus auxiliis Jnd Bs uſos ele conſtant ad concipen- 
dum Spiritum Prophetieum. Sic Muſicamadhibuit Elitazus, cibum 
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fil Eſavi, & vinum ſenior Icaacus. Dodwell de ꝓure Laie. p. 309. y 
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| Offerings of Rams and the Fat of fed Beaſts; and 
delight not in the Blood of -Bullocks, or of Lambs, or of 
He-Goats, When ye come to appear before me, who 
bath requir'd this at your bands, to tread my Cour ta? 
Bring no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an abomina- 


{ of Aſſemblies I cannot away with, it is Iniquity, evex 
b; the ſolemn Meeting. Tour new Moons, aud your appoint- 
WW Ezck. 6. ed Feaſts, my Soul hateth : they are à trouble to me, 1 


q Incenſe from Sheba ? And the ſweet Cane from a far 


Sacrifices ſweet unto me. Nay, God ſays plainly, I ſpake 
not wnto your Fathers, nor commanded them in the day 
that I brought them out of the Land of Egypt, concern- 


ings andSacrifices.=-T g ave themStatnees, 


5 7 ing Burnt-Offeri 


Aunos 5. by they could not live,—I deſpiſe your Feaſl-dayr, and 1 


Burnt-Offerings, and your Meeting Offerings will I not 
accept them: neither will I reg ard the Peace-Offerings 
of your fat Beafts Tale thou away from me the noiſe 


1 
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I. 27. 2. 2. ASto the Priefts and Prophets, they ſay, The 
_— Prieſt and the Prophet have erred thro ſtrong Drink, 
= they are ſwallow'd up of Wine, they are out of the way 

1 thro ſtrong Drink, they err in Viſion, they ſtumble in 
ber. 2. 8. Judgment. The Pricſts ſaid not, Where is the 
= Lord? And they that handle the Law, knew me not 

the Paſtors have tranſgreſid againſt me, and the Pro- 
phets propheſy d by Baal, and walked after things that 
do not profit. The Prophets propheſy falſly, and 
the Prieſts bear rule by their means, and my People love 
to have it ſo. From the Prophet even unto the 

Prieſt every one dealeth faſiy . Then the Lord 

ſaid unto me, the Prophets propheſy lyes in my nam: } J 
| | | 3 ent 


tion to me, the new Moons and Sabbatbs, the calling 


2am weary to bear them - To what purpoſe cometh 


Country?Your Burnt-Offerings are not acceptable, nor your 


ſaith theLord,thet were not good, and Judgment where- ' 


27, 22, 23. will not ſmell im your ſolemn Aſemblies; tho ye offer me 


of. thy Songs, for I will not hear the Melody of thy 


pe nent a * E . We" 
E 4 3 Wy 2 
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them unto me as Sodom, and the Inhabitants there of 


» *S '* * GBky, | KH 


out of the Mouth of the Lord. I have not ſent theſe 20, 


_ againſt the Prophets, ſaith the Lord. Hear ben 
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ſent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither ; 
ſpake unto them : they propheſy unto you a falſe Viſion 

and Divination, and athing of nought, and the Deceit 

of their Heart, —— Both Prophet and Prieſt are pro- Jer. 23. 11. 
fane..—— I have ſeen Folly in the Prophets of Samaria, 13. 
they propheſy'd in Baal, and cauſed my People Iſrael 

to err. — I have ſeen alſo in the Prophets of Jeruſalem, 14. 

an horrible thing they commit Adultery and walł in 

Lyes : they ſtrengthen alſo the hands of evil doers, that 

none doth return from his Wickedneſs : they are all of 


as Gomorrah. From the Prophets of Jeruſalem Je 23. 15. 
Profaneneſs is gone forth thro all the Land. Thus | 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Hearken not unto the words of 16. 
the Prophets that propheſy unto yon; they make you 
vain : they ſpeak a Viſion of their own Heart, and not 


Prophets, yet they ran; 1 have. not ſpoken to them 
yet they propheſy'd. — They propheſy Lyes 


in my name, yea they are Prophets of Deceit.— I am 


25. 26. 


| 27. 16,17. i 
not to your Prophets, for they propheſy a Lye unto you; 
but ſerve the King of Babylon. — The enemy have x am. 4.16 
centred the Gates of - Jeruſalem, for the Sins of her 
Prophets,and Fu her Prieſts, that have ſhed the 


Blood of the uſt in the midſt of her, —— Propheſy a- E. . 1g. 


gainſt the Prophets. There is a Conſpiracy of her ,, 
Prophets like a roaring Lion ravening the Prey : they 22, 25, 
have devour'd Souls : they have taken the Treaſure and 
precious things : they have made many Widows, They 2g. 
have divine, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lord, when the 


Lord hath not ſpoken.— As Troops of Robbers wait for Hoſe 6. 9. 


a Man, ſo the Company of Prieſts murder in the way 

by conſent; for they commit Leadneſs. — The Priefts Micah 3. 
teach for Hire, and the Prophets divine for Mony z 11. 
yet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the 
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124 A DISCOURSE - 
THESE are all ſuch Inſtances of Free-Think. 
ing, that had any Engliſhmen, talk'd fo in our It 
days, they would have had a place in Dr. S- 4 
CHEVY EREL'S Tryal, and in the Reyreſentation of the | © 
Lower Houſe of Convocation, as proofs of the Pro- 4 
| faneneſs, Blaſphemy, and Atheiſm of the Nation, 

5 


(13. ) Next to the Prophets I place Jos RYHuUs N 
who is the moſt antient uninſpir'd Evidence now ( 
remaining for the Authority ofthe Canon of the p 
Old Teſtament. He was the moſt learned and p 
polite Author the Jews ever had, and has wrote 
a Hiſtory of his, Country, not much inferjour in 
Stile, Order and Perſpicuity, to the beſt of the 
Grecian or Roman Hiittories, inſomuch that in 
reading him I have often wiſh'd he had had a bet 
ter Subject, than ſuch an Iliterate, Barbarous, and 
Kidiculons * People. 2 

N O w 


? 


__ 
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* 


* 


: — 
* The Reverend Dr. Soutli admirably well deſcribes the ] ews 

in part, when he ſays, They were all a- EN” 

long a croſs, odd, untoward ſort Peo- Sermons, vol. 1. 

ple, and ſuch as God ſeems to have p. 539. 

elpous'd to himſelf upon the very ſame 

account that Socrates did xantippe, only for her extream ill Condi- 

tions above all that he could poſſibl/ find, or pick our of that Sex ; 

and fo the fi:tett both to exerciſe and declare his admirable Patl- ' 

ence to rhe World. But our Reverend and Learned Dvs. Spencer and 

Burner have deſcrib d them more at large. Says the firſt, 


Nature form d the Jews above Natura gentem Hebræorum 
all the other Inhabitants of the p'#ter cæteros orbis incolas in- 
Earth o moroſc, Ill-natur'd, and genio moroſo, difficili, & ad in- 
infamiuſiy obſtinate Temper.— famiam uſque pertinaci, finxit. 
They were a harharous and cruel Moribus aſperis & efferatis.---- 
People. Surerſtitious and deſti- Gen. ſuperſtitioſa & omni pen 
tute of almoſt all Literature. lireratura diliitu'a, 


And he adds, to juſtify God's Inſtitution of the Jewiſh Laws ; 


That Superſtition is a ſtubborn Contimax autem bellua ſuper- 
Monſler, eſpecially when by the ſtitio, fi p aſertim ab ignoran- 
Darkneſs of Nnorance it takes in tiæ tenebtis novam ferociam & 
freſh Barbarity and Obhſtinacy e contumaciam hauſerit. Quando 
And therefore God, in dealing with itaque deo jam negotium eſſet 
thus illiterate and excteding iy ſii- cum populo tam barbaro & ſupet- 

perſtiti ous ſtitioni 
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73 NOW JOSE DHus is allow'd by the Prieſts 
r to be a great Latitudinarian, aud addicted to the 
general Opinions of the Excellency of * Virtue and 
Goodneſs, that is, to be'a Man of free Thought, and 
a Lover of Virtue. | Scat e 


A FE W Inſtances of his Free- Thinking will 
not be unacceptable to the Reader. He ſays, 4. 
That CAlN, after a tedtous Journy thro ſeveral 
Countries, took up at length at Nais, and ſettled bis 
abode : but was ſo far from mending upon his Affliction, 
that be went rather from bad to wor ſe ;, abandoning him- 
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* 


* 
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4 


perſtitious Nation, was oblig d to 
make allowance for their infirmity, 
and draw them to hmiſelf by a 
ſort of Craft, and not by Reaſon. 


For no Bruts is more croſs-train'd, - 
or require greater Cunning to ma 


nage, than the ſuperſtitrous Brute, 
eſpecially if he be ignorant. 


The latter ſays, That from the 
Laws of the Jews and aick 
Oeconomy, one may judg how groſs 
and ſtupid they were, and incapa- 


ble of underflanding either the 


things of this World or the other, 
Their moſt wiſe Legiſlator would ne- 
ver have burden d Philoſophers, or 
Man capable of Divine things, 
with ſo many external Rites, ſo 
many unprofitable Ceremonies, 
ſo many Trifles and things of 
no conſequence. He mix d nothing 
ſpiritual, or abſtracted ſrum Senſe, 
not ſo much as the Immortality o 
their own Souls, in his Inſtituti- 
ons and Religion; and in the Re- 
wards and Puniſhment promis d or 
threaten'd for the Obſervation or 
Breach of their I aw, there were 
none beyond this. Ife, nothing but 
temporal Good and Evil; and this 
not on the account of bis own Ig- 
nrance, but on account of the T. 
norance, 


People. 


* Dr. Willes's firſt Diſc. on Jeſephus, p. 30. 
+ Jewiſh Antig, J. 1. c. 3. L'Eftrange's Tranſlation. 


or rather Stupidity of this” 


iticioni tam impen.E deuito 3 


pene neceſſe fuit, ur aliquid eo- 


rum infirniitati daiet, eoſque dolo 
quodam non argumentis 24 
ſeipium alliceret. Nullum ani- 


mal ſuperſtitioſo, udi piætertim, 


moroſius eſt, aut majorĩ arte tra- 
ctandum. Spencer de Legibus He- 
breor. p. 628, 629. 

Ex Hebi#orum Legibus & 
Oeconomia Moſaicà judcare 
licet, craſſam hebetemque 
fuiſſet iſtius populi indoem ; 
neque rebus natualibus con. 
templndis,f aut divinis percipi- 
endis, idoneam Tor ritibus ex- 
ternis, tot cetemoniis intrugi- 
feris, tot minutiis & obſerva- 
tiunculis; viros Philoſophos 
aut cœleſtium dociles, nequa- 
quam onerafſer ſapientihmus 
Legiſlator. Nihil incellectuale, 


aut a ſenſibus abſtractum, neque 
F propriarum animarum immor- 


talitatem, ſuis inſtitutis & reli- 
gioni intexuit ; Pailcerque in 
piæmiis & pœnis, ad legem corro- 
borandam propoſitis, nihil polli- 
ticus aut minatus Eſt ultra hujus 
viie terminos, atque bona aut 
mala temporalia : idque non ob 
ſuam, led populi iſtius ignoran- 
tiam, & animorum, ut i à dicam 
eraſfitud inem, Archeol Phil. p. 
332. 


ſelf 
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ſelf to all manner of Outrage, without any manner of 
regard to common Juſtice, He enrich'd himſelf. by 
Rapine and Violence; and made choice of the moſt 
Prefligate of Monſters for his Companions, inſtructing 
them in the very Myſtery of their own Profeſſion. He 
corrupted the Simplicity of former Times with a novel 
invention of Weights and Meaſures, and exe hang d 
the Innocency of that Primitive Generoſity and Can- 
dour, for the new Tricks of Policy aud Craft.” All 
which ſeems plainly to ſuppoſe Men before A- 
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HE ſays, * The Iſraelites Paſſage of the Red Sea 

Pas, the ſame that happen d to the Macedonians under tl 

the Command of ALEXANDER at the Pamphilian h 

Sea: itt which there was nothing miraculous, if ſ: 

FTALEXANDER himſelf is to believ'd. '.. If 
WH E N he relates the miraculous Appear- ; 


ance of God at || Mount Sinai, he adds, That the j 


Reader may take this as he pleaſes. J 
INS TE AP of relating the Hiſtory of N x- 
Dan. z. 23,20 CHADNEZZAR like DANIEL, who ſays, He 


24, 25. was driven from Men, and did eat Graſs like Oven, 
: and his Body was wet with the Dew of Heaven, till 
his Hairs were erown like Eagles Feathers, and 
Nails like Birds Claws: Jostpnus tells the 
ſtory thus, I That NzBuchanezzAR after 
ſeven years ſpent in Zolititude, and no one daring, dur- 
ing that time, to make any attempt on his Government, 
God was prevail'd on toreinſtate him in the Exerciſe 
of his Kingly Power. {4 


ICOULD, cite many other Paſſagesof the 
like nature, but that I may not be tedious, I will 


Aero 


8. | 


+ Litcrz Alexandri, apud Plutarchum in vita Alex. | 
I Jewith Antiq. J. 3. c. 5. 


l Antiquities, J. 10. c. II. give 
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ive you only one more; and that ſhall be the | 
moſt remarkable Paſſage in his Whole Works, out | 
of his ſecond Book, again AHD N, as it is tran- | 
ſlated by the Reverend Dr. WIL LERSA: That | 
Mos Es from his Juſtice and Piety might very well | 
id that he had God for his Guide, and when he was 4 
Ante perſuaded of that himſelf, be did wel to yerſuade = | 
| 

| 


e Greeks pretended to haue People to think ſo too ; juſt 

, their Laws from Av0LLO whether they really 

- Þ thought ſo or no, or thought that the beſt waytomake them 
receiv d of the People. Sor, fig 7; e eee 


j 


TO account for this Free-Thinking of Joszpnus 
the Prieſt themſelves have recourſe to as free a So- 
lution. Our Reverend and Learned + GrxEGory 
ſays, Josgphus, being deſirous that his. Works might 
find Acceptation with the Gentiles, took diligent heed 
to make the Diſpoſition" of his Hiſtory of ſuch a Temper, 
as that nothing ſhould be propos d ſo incredible as not to 
bear ſome congruity with ſuch things which had been 
known before, and were like to be bereafier- 


_ (14) O ˙ (who was the firſt Chriſtian 
that had any general Literature, and whoſe great 
Abilities, according to'a Reverend || Divine, wip'd 
off a very popular Objection againſt Chriſtianity, That 
none but Fools were Chriſtians; and on whoſe Learn- 
ing and Piety Eus KBIUsS employs the whole 
ſixth Book of his Eccleſtaſtical Hiſtory) was a very 
great Free-Thinker ; and for that reaſon was not 
call'd Saint, like ſome other Fathers who ſeem to 
have had .he true Title to that Appellation, from. 
their Want of Learning and Exceſs of Zeal. There 
is likewiſe another conſpicuous Teſtimony of his 
Free Thinking from the great Debate in the Chri- 
ſtian Church, Whether be vas damn d or no; which 
 * Firſt Diſc, on Joſephs, p. 3. | | 
+ Gregory's Poſthuma, p. 32. 
* 'Reeve's Apole. in the Notes, vol. 2. p. 325. WAS 
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was at length determin'd by the fifth 4 Gene- 
Council in the affirmative, upon the Viſiou of à holy 
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Old Man who dreamt he few ORIOE N in Hell, and 
upon the Rrqueſt of the then Emperor to have Oui 


and his Opinions damn d. 


(15:)- Mirorros FETT x, another polite 
and learned Father of the Church, has left us an 
Apology for the Chriſtian Religion, which a Reverend 
Author thinks one of the beſt Books next the Bible 
wherein he, as all underſtanding Chriſtians mu! 
be, appears to have been a great Free-Thinker. 

H E has ſuch a noble Idea of Chriſtianity as to 
ſay, * That either the Chriſtians, were all Philoſophers, 
or all the old Philoſophers were Chriſtian. 


ANDtothe Heathen Obje&ion;44- Whythe Chri- 


ftians had no Altars, no Churches, no publick-Preaching 


nor publick Aſſemblies; he anſwers like a true modern 


Latitudinarian Free- Thinking Chriſtian: X* h 
Chur ah ſhould I build for God, when 1e whole World 


* * 


+ Binet du Salut. d'Origens, p. 11919. 
Reeve's Pref. before his Apologies, p. 1. 
Aut Chriſtianos Philoſophos eſſe, aut Philoſophos fuille 
Chriſtianos. Min. Felix, notis var. p. 155. | 
+ Cur nullas aras habet, nulla templa, 
loqui, nunquam libere congregari ?' p. 91. 
* uod templum ei extruam, cum totus hie mundus eum 
capere non poſſit? Et cum homo latius maneam, intra unam 
xædiculam vim tantæ Majeſtatis includam ? Nonne melius in noſ- 
tra dedicandus eſt mente? In noſtro imo conſecrandus eſt pec- 
tore? Hoſtias & victimas domino offeram, quas in uſum mei 


protulit, ut rejiciam ei ſuum munus ↄ Ingratum eſt; cum fit 


litabilis hoſtia, bonus animus, & pura mens, & ſincera conſei- 
entia. Igitur qui innocentiam colit, Domino ſupplicat? qui 
juſtitiam, Deo libat; qui fraudibus abſtinet, propitiat Deum; 


qui hominem periculo ſubri pit, opimam victimam cædit. Hæc 


notra ſacrihcia, hæe Dei ſacra ſunt, Sic apud nos religioſtor ile 
e:t, qui juſtior. bid. p. 313. „ 


Va Feannot 


nunquam palam 


v C 


» Cannot contain him ? And when J, who am only a 
Man, live unconfin'd, ſhall I confine the Majeſty of 


J. 


ty 
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God in à little Houſe? I it not more becoming the 
Deity, to have a Church in our Minds and in our 
Hearts? Shall I offer Sacrifices and Oblations to the 
Deity of thoſe things he has made for my uſt, as if J 


turn'd back on his hands the Preſents he has made me? 


This is Ingratitude; ſince all the Sacrifice he requires 


+88 Fuſtice, Purity, and Sinterity. Therefore be who 


lives innocently, worſhips him. He who does juſtice, 
ſacrifices. He who abſtains from injuſtice, gives full 
Satisfattion to the Diety : and br who ſaves another 
from danger, offers the nobleſt Victim. Theſe are our 
Sacrifices, this is our Divine Service; ſo that we 
efleem the lnneſteſt Man among us the moſt religi- 


ous, | 


AS MinvurTt1usF BL xthought Altar and 
Sacrifice to be no part of the nature of Chriſtian 
Worſhip, and by conſequence 4 proper Prieſthood 
neither eſſential nor neceſſary; ſo he has painted 
out in very lively colours the Miſchief of ſuch a 
Prieſthood, and ſhown how happy the World was 
when there was none. Says he, * Where are there 
more Aſſignations made, more Pimping, more Adul- 
teries concerted, than by Prieſts in their Churches and 
at their Altars? And there is more flaming Luſt per- 
petrated in Religious Houſes than in the publick Stews. 
The Aſſyrians, Medes, Perſians, Grecians, and Egyp- 
tians, had flouriſhing Empires without and before there 

were any Orders of Prieſts in the World. 


Fay _ I "4 _ n_ DL a 4 —— 
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Ubi magis à ſacerdotibus quam inter aras & delubra condu- 
runtur ſtupra, tractantur lenocinia, adulteria meditantur ? Fre- 
quentius denique in ædituorum cellulis, quam in ipſis /upanart- 
bus flagrans libido deſungitur. Et tamen ante cos, diu regna 
tenuerunt, Aſſyrii, Medi, Perſæ, Graci etiam, & Xgyptu, 
cum Pontifices & Arvales, & Salios, & Veſtales, & Augures 
non haberent, Ibid. p. 228. | 


LASTLY, 
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LASTLY, MinvurTrivs EELIx under- 
Food well both the weak ſide and knaviſh fide of 
human Nature, when he ſaid, * We learn Fables 
and Abſurdities from our ignorant Anceſtors; and 


what is more intollerable, we employ our Learning and 
Studies to make ſenſe of them. | | 


16.) S YN 3810 85 A celebrated African Biſhop 
of the fifth Century, and a great Philoſopher, had 


like Ox1Gen and Minurtivus FEL1x, too 
much Learning and too little Zeal to be call'd 
Saint; and was ſo uprightly ſincere, that he 


would not accept of his Biſhoprick but on the fol- 


lowing Free- Thinking terms, as he expreſſes him- 


ſelf: | To ſhake thoſe Dottrines, ſays he, that are 
demonſtrated, is difficult, or rather impoſſible. * you 
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* Fabulas & errores ab imparitis parentibus diſeimus; & quod 


- eſt gravius, ipſis ſtudiis & diſciplinis elaboramus. p. 203. 
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know that Philoſophy is inconſiſtent with the receiv'd O- 
pinions. I cannot grant the Soul to be of later origi- 
nal than the Body. I ſhall not ſay that the Univerſe 
and its Parts mill periſh together. The commonly re- 
ceiv'd Story of the Reſurrection contains ſomething ſa- 
cred and not fit to be divulg d, and I am far from ac- 


knowledging the common Opinions concerning it In- 


deed, a Philoſaphical Mind, tho à proper Judg of 
Truth, yields to the neceſſity of diſguiſing. For as 
Light is to the Sight, ſo is Truth to the common People. 
Whereas therefore the Sight without hurt cannot enjoy 


immoderate Light, and Darkneſs is better for infirm 
Eyes; ſo I affirm Diſguiſe is more uſeful. to the, Vul= 


gar, and Truth hurts thoſe who cannot look into the 
Evidence of things. If therefore the Laws of Eipſco- 
pal Conſecration eſtabliſh'd. among us allow of this, 1 
can ſubmit thi be conſecrated; while I have the liberty 
to philoſophize.at home, and talk myſteriouſly, to the 
People in publick, neither unteaching them any thing 
thorowly, nor | teaching them any thing, hut 
ſuffering them to continue in their preconceiv'd Opi- 
niont. But if thoſt Laws ſuppoſe a. Biſhop ſhould be 
ſo affect ed, and be like the common People in his Opie 
nions, I cannot avoid publickly dife overing my ſelf. For 
what relation has Philoſophy to the common People? 
The Truth in Divine Things ought to he kept myſterious, 
But the People ought to be affected otherways. Again 
and again I will ſpeak it, I think. a wiſe Man, wit h- 
out urgent neceſſity to the contrary, ought ta leave others 
to their Sentimeuts, and at the ſame time to retain 
his own. . But if yon mate me 4 Biſhop, I will not 
counterfeit my Opinions. Of this I call d God and 
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W i;: A DISCOURSE 

| Alan te witneſs. And he was made Biſhop of Cy- 
4 rene on theſe Free-Thinking Terms. 93 6 

BUT 1 muſt not conceal from you, That as 
they who eletted him knew the mighty efficacy 
of- a Biſhoprick to convert, and therefore doubred 
not of his ſpeedy Ort hodoxy; ſo * he did not fail them, | 
but was ſoon enlightened in the point of the Reſur- 
reftion. For when T Evacxtus, a Heathen 
Philoſopher, and his Old Friend, came to vific 
him upon his Promotion, SrYxzsvs took a great 
deal of pains to convert him; inſomuch that the 
Philoſopher declar'd him ſelf convinc'd of the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and in particular of 
the Reſurrection. And the following particular 
is recorded in Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, as an Evidence 
of the Sincerity of them both, and likewiſe as an 
undoubted Proof of the Refſurrection it ſelf. The 
Philoſopher, after he had received his Baptiſm, 
came to SYNES1US, and gave him a Sum of 
Mony to diſtribute among the Poor, and requir'd 
2 Note under his Hand, by which he ſhould oblige 
himſelf to pay rt him again in the other World. 
SyNESius made no ſcruple to give him ſuch a Note 
The Philoſopher kept the Note, and ſome time 
before his death order'd his Children to put it in- 
to his Coffin with him. Three days after his 
death, he appeared to SY N ESILIus, and defir'd 
him to come to his Tomb, and take up the Note 
he had given him, becauſe he had receiv'd his 
Mony, and aſſur'd him he ſhould find a Receit un- 
der his Hand at the bottom of the Note. SYNE- 
$1US, who knew not that EYAOGC RIU s's Children 
had put the Note in their Father's Coffin, ſent 
to them, and having found out the Truth of 


Ee NN 

* 1 hotii Biblioth. Cd. 26. 

+ Dupin Bibl. Seicle, 5. prem. par. p. 845, 846. taten out of 
Pratum Spirituale, | | | 
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of Cyrene to the Tomb, open'd the Coffin, found 
the Note, and a Receit under Evacrius's 
Hand, as a proof of allthis, the Note and Receit 
were preſerv'd in the FVeſtry of the Epiſcopal 
2 of rene. | | 


(17-) MY Lord Bacon ſhow'd himſelf to 
be a great Free-Thinker, not only by throwing off 
the old and introducing a new Philoſophy, but by 
ſeveral Paſſages in his Works relating directly to 
Religion. He explain'd the whole Secret of Su- 
perſtition, when he ſaid, That Nature bas plant- 
ed in every living thing 4 kind of Care and Fear for the 
Preſervation of its own Life and Being, and for the 
ſhunning and reſiſting of Evils that may befal it: And 
yet this Nature knows not how to keep a mean, but al- 
ways intermixeth vain and empty Fears; ſo that all 
things (if their Inſides might be ſeen) are full of Pa- 
nick Fears ; And above all, Men, and eſpecially the 
Vulgar, who are loaded and teſs'd about with Superſti- 
rion (which is nothing elſe but Panick Fear) eſpecially 
in times of Difficulty, Danger and Adverſity. And 
he commends this Saying of Ep1curv s as divine, 


„That wiſe Men are not profane when they de- 


f* ny the Gods of the common People, but they 


— 


* Natura rerum omnibus viventibus indidit metum & ſor- 
midinem, vit atque eſſentia ſuæ co ſervatric:m, ac mala ingru- 
entia vitantem & depellentem. Ve untamen eadam natura mo- 
dum tenere neſcia eſt, ſed timoribus ſalutaribus ſemper vanos & 
inales admiſcet ; adeo ut (fi intus e-nipici darentur) omnia 
Panicis Terroribus pleniſſima fint; preſ itim humana, & maxi- 
me omnium apud vulgum, qui ſuperſtitione (quæ verè nihil 


aliud eſt niſi Panicus Terror) in immenſum laborat & agitatur 


precipue temporibus duris, & trepidis, & ad verſis, Augm. 
Sent. J. 2. C. 13. 
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the matter, and acquainted them with what had 
happen d. went with the Clergy and Magiſtrates 


Ez 


EP. 16.1 
1 


i are profane when they think the Gods are ſuch 
ce dns the commen People believe in.“ * | 


H E likewiſe ſhows his Suſpicion of the Facts 
upon which moſt of the Superſtitionsof the World 
are grounded, when he ſays, That whatever any 
way has the leaſt relation to Religion, is particularly, 
liable ty Suſpicion ;, as for Inflance, the ſtrange Stories 
and Prodigies recorded by LIV ve Cray 


LA STL Y, He ſaw clearly intothe Miſchief 
of Syperſtition, when he prefer d Atheiſm; to it in 
his Eſſay upon that Subject. 1 


ſ. (18.) THOMAS HOB;EBES of Malmesbury, not- 
withſtanding his ſeveral falſe Opinions, and his 
High- Church Politick;, is a great inſtanceof. Learns 
ing, Virtue, and -Free-Thinking My Lord 
CLaRrENDON fays, || His Leviathan contains in it 


good Learning of all kind, politely extracted, and ve- 


ry wittily and cunningly digeſted in a very commendable 
Methed, and in à vigorous and plenſant Stile. 
That among the excellent Qualities, Parts, and Facu- 
ties with which Mr. HO BBE˙ ig plentifully endow'd, 
his Order and Method, and his clent Eæpreſſibns, bis 
C:nceptions in weighty, proper, and ſigni fit ant Words, 
are very remarkable and commendable. That his 
whole Book diſcovers a Maſt er- Faculty in making hard 
things eaſy to be under ſtood. But for his Virtue, iy 
Lord ſays, He is one of his oldeſt Acquaintance, and 
of whom he has always had à great eſteem; as a Mun 
wh, beſ des his eminent Parts of Learning and Knbm- 


* Ut Divire Epicurus locutus fit, Nu De. s vulgi ne are 
prefanum. jed vulgi opiniones Diis applicare pr: anum. Tiga. 
+ N axime habenca ſunt pro ſuſpectis quæ quomodocun- 


. que dependent a Religione, ut predisia Liviis Nov. Orge 


LL 2 ark 29. | 
[| SWIVEY, P. 2. 


ledg, 
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ledg, bath been always loo ld on as a Man of Probity, 

and of a Life free from Scandal. "S 4 n 


(19.) T HE next Inſtance I ſhall lay before 


you, ſhall be Archbiſtiop Tirro Ts oNn; whom 


all Engliſh Free-Thinkers own as their Head, and 
whom even the Enemies of Free-Thinkins will al- 
low to be a proper Inſtance to my purpoſe. His 
Learning and good Senſe are diſputed by none. And 
for his Virtue and Free-Thinkins, I appeal to 
Dr. Hicxszs, who ſays, * He cau'd ſeveral to 
turn Atheiſts, and ridicule the Prieſthood and Religion; 
and who records him for the Graveſt Atheiſt that 
ever was. Where by a Promoter of Atheiſm and 


Contempt of the Prieſthood, and by Atheiſt, ought to 


be underſtood (conſidering whoſe Language it is, 
and to whom it is apply'd) « Man who did not take 
up his Opinions upon the Authority of any Man, or en- 
courage others to do ſo, that is, a Free-Thinker , and 

by Grave, ought to be underſtood 4 Man of Virtue 
and Morals. But his Works are the nobleſt Teſti- 
 mony. They tho chiefly conſiſting of -| Sermons, 

tend to the promoting of true Religion or Virtue 
(in the practice whereof the Peace and Happineſs 


— — — — 


*  Hiches's Diſc. on Tillotſon and Burnet, 4 38, 40,74. 
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Þ+ bat is here ſaid about Sermons ray poſſibly give offence ts 


. all Preachers of Ser mons, and to ſome Hearers; wherefore I bum- 

bly offer to their Confidsration the following Paſjag? of that Wiſe 

and Free-Thinking Princeſs, Queen Elizabeth, taben out of her 

Proclamation to forbid Preaching, Priated in the Appendix ta 

Stripe's Annals; viz. That ſince from Preaching there ariſeth 
among the common ſort of People not only unfruitful Diſputes 
in matters of Religion; but alſo Contention, and oczafton. to 
break commonQuiet; herMajeſty hath for the quietGovernance of 
her Subjects thought it neceſſary to charg2 and command all her 
Subjects, as well Clergy as Laity, That they do forbear to preach 
or teach, or give audience to any manner of Doctrine or Preach- 
ing: Her Majeſty deſiring by all means poſſible to procure and 
reitore Virtue and Godlineſs, with univerſal Charity and Con- 
cord, t2 this her Realm. 
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of Society conſiſt) and Free-Thinking : and in them 
he has greatly exceeded the Idea he us'd to give of 


the Goodneſs of a Sermon, by frequently repeating 


the words ofa witty Man, Thas it was 4 good Ser- 
mon which had no hurt in it. 0 


WHAT a charming Idea does he give us of 
the Diety? It is alone ſufficient, without any 
further Argument, to make the Atheiſt wiſh there 
were a Deity, and by filencing his Prejudices diſ- 
poſe him to Conviftion. || Did hut Men. ſays he, 


conſider the true Notion of God, he would appear ſo 
lovely a Being, and ſo full of Goodneſs, and of all de ſi- 


rable Perfect ious, that even thoſe very Perſons who are 


of ſuch irregular Vnderſtandings as not to believe there 


is 4 Gad, yet could not refrain from wiſhing with all 
their hearts that there were one. For is it not really de- 
ſirable to every Man, that there ſhould be ſuch a, Being, 
as takes particular care of every one of us, and loves 
us, and delights to do us good ;, as underſtands all our 
Wants, and is able and willing to relieve us in our 
greateſt ſiraits, when nothing elſe can? Is it not every 
Man's intereſt, that there bald be ſuch a Governour 
F the World, as really deſigns aur Happineſs, and hath 
omitted nothing that is neceſſary to it; as would govern 
us for qur advantage, and will require nothing of us bus 
what is for our good, and yet will infinitely reward us 
for the doing of that which is beſt for our ſelves? And 
"os have reaſon to believe God to be ſuch 4 Being, if he 
e at all. e 


WHAT a Chrif.niry, and how different 
from that of the Impoſers of Creeds, Ceremonies 
and particular Forms of Eccleſiaſtical Government 
does he (et before us? * All the Dutys, ſays he, 
of Chriflian Religion which reſp:& God, are no other 
but what natural Ligh; prompts Men to, excepting the 


* 2 — — - 


j{ zermons, voi. TY p. 69. 
* }hid, pe 169, | t wo 
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#wo Sacraments, and praying to God in the Name and — 
by the Mediation of Chriſt. And even theſe things 
which lay no Obligation upon us, but as they 
are the pure poſitive Commands of God) he juſtly 
obſerves, are of leſs moment than any of thoſe 
parts of Religion which in their own nature tend 
to the Happineſs of human Society. * For ſays he, 
® Ithink my ſelf oblig'd to deal plainly, and to be ſo 
faithful to Mothers, as to tell them that nurſing their 
own Children is a natural Duty; and becauſe it is ſo, 
of a more indiſpenſihle Obligat;on than any poſitive 
Precept of Reyeal'd Religion. And has he plainly 
faw, - That all Sect, are commonly moſt hot and fu. 
rious for thoſe things for which there is leaſt reafon « 
ſo whenever Reveal'd Religion was accompany'd 
with Heat and Fury, he ſcrupled not to ſay, Better 
p it were that there were no Reveal d Religion, and that 
human Nature were left to the Conduct of its own 
Principles and Inclinations, which are much more mild 
and merciful, much more for the Peace and Happi- 
neſs of human Society, than to be acted by a Religion 
which inſpires Men with ſo wild a Fury. | 


P. 18 


THEN, in the Interpretation of what God has 
reveal'd, he ſays we are to govern our ſelves by our » all 
natural Notions; and that 4 Miracle is not enough p. 7% 2 
ts give credirto 4 Prophet, who teacheth any thing con- ""- 
trary to our natural Notions, n | 


WIT reſpett to the Meetings of Prieſts in 
their Council, Convocations General Aſſemblies, Sy- 
nods, and Pre bytaies, his Enemies record this 
Bon Mot of his, || That he never knew any Gand to 
come from the Meetings of Prieſts. But his own 
words of the ſecond General Council of Nice, more 
fully ſhow his Judgment of the Authority of ſuch 


* dic Sermons, Ge. 5. 73. + Vol. 3. p 350. 
Letter to a Convocation Man, p43. 
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Bodies : + That if a General Council of Atheiſts had 
met n a deſign to abuſe Religion 'by talking 
ridiculouſly concerning it, they could not have done it 
more eff tualy. But nothing can exceed the Free- 


dom, Courage, and Honeſty of what he ſays elſe- 


1 


where; || That F all the great Mat hematicians of 


Al Ages, Ax cuil MED EHS, and Euclin, and 


Apollo N fus, and Diop HAN Tus, &c. could 
be ſuppos d to meet in a General Council, and ſhould 
rd JOY in the moſt ſolemn manner, and give it 
under their Hands and Seals, That twice two did 
not make four, but five; this would not in the leaſt 


| move him to be of their minds 


LASTLY, He not only afferts our Right to 

think freely, but expreſſes his Aſtoniſhment at our 
Stupidity, for allowing it to be call'd in queſtion. 
Says he, * Our beſt Reaſon is ſhort and imperfett : 
bat ſince it is no better, we muſt make uſe of it as it 
8s, and make the beſt of it, And he has often wons 


der d that People can with patience endure to hear their 


Teachers aud Guides talk againſt Reaſon ? and not only 
ſo, but they pay them a greater Submiſſion and Venera- 
tion for it. One would think this but an odd way 
to gain Authority over the Minds of Men; but ſome 
sRilful. and deſigning Men have found by experience, 


that it is a very good way to recommend them to the 


Jonorant, a: Nurſes uſe to endear themſelves toChildren 
by perpetual Noiſe and Nonſenſ e. : 


I C AN NOT cloſe this Account of Free- 
Thinking better than with thiMexcellent Perſon ; 
becauſe no Free-Thinker will be diſturb'd to ſhare 


with him in the Reproaches of Atheiſm, Liberti- 


niſm, or any other groundleſs or ſanttify'd Calum- 


+ Rule of Faith, p, 251. * 
Six Sermons, p. 13. | 
* Sermons, ſince his Death, vol. 1. p. 68, 69. 
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nies ; or be concern'd for his Reputation among 
any, except thoſe who have ſuch a degree of Under - 
ſtanding and Morality, as to value a erfon whoſe 
Mor ks tend ſo much to the Improvement of thoſe 
things, wherein alone conſiſts. the Perfecbion of 


1 i „%% : Fad 
I MIG H:F in the like manner have inſtane d 
in Ex Aa SM us, Father PAuL, Jos A8 A= 
LI GER, CARTESLUS, GASSENDus, G8... 
T7 10's, Ho OK ER, CHILLING WORTH. Lord 
FALK LAN D, Lord HERBERT of Cherbury, 
StLDEN HALES, MiLToON, WIILEI Ns, 
MARSHAM, SPENCER, WHITCHCOT, 
CupworTH MoRs, Sir W. TEMPLE, and 
Locks; but that I am afraid I have been alrea- 
dy too tedious : and beſides, they are already 
now for their Penetration. Virtue and Free-Thinks 
ing, to thoſe who apply themſelves to the read- 
ing of the beſt modern Authors, and even by 
ame to others. I will only add, That as I take 
t to be a difficult, if not impoſſible Task, to 
name a Man diſtinguiſh'd for his Senſe and Virtue, 
and who has left any thing behind him to enable 
us to judge of him, who has not 'given us ſome 
proofs of his Free- Thinking, by departing from the 
Opinions commonly receiv'd (as, indeed every 
Man of Senſe who thinks at all muſt do, unleſs it 
can be ſuppos'd poſſible, when Opinions prevail 
by mere Chance without any regard to Reaſon, that 
Reaſon and hance ſhould produce the ſame effect; 
ſo | look upon it as impoſſible to name an E- 
ne my to Free-Thinking, however dignify'd or diſtin- 
guiſh'd, who has not been either Crack brain'd 
and Enthuſiaſtical, or guilty of the moſt Diaboli- 
cal Vices, Malice, Ambition, Iinhumanity, and ſtick- 
ing at no means (tho ever ſo immoral) which he 
thought tended to God's Glory and the good 4 
; tne 


7 
ET. 
IB 
i 

{ 
WS” | 
3 
5 . 
%* 
. 
* 
N 
x 
#8 
f 
4 


ä OOTY OO I CO TO A ty. ee — — = a „ 
— * — 2 © A 3 — 
* : — * * = 8 


— i 


A DISCOURSE, e 


profound Ignorance and Brutality, 


the Church; or has not left us ſome marks of his 


THU 85 31 R, I have endeavour'd to execute 


your Commands, and give you free leave to make 
any uſe you pleaſe of what I have written, with 
this Limitation, That if you think fo well of it as 
to commit it to the Preſs, you would conceal your 
Name, and let it go abroad without the Credit of 


your Approbation: For I think it Virtue enough 


to endeavour to do Good, only within the bounds 


of doing your ſelf no Harm. I am 


% 
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